The Voices of Angels

We so often hear the expression “the voice of an angel” that I got to wondering what an angel would sound like. So I did some research, and discovered that an angel’s voice sounds remarkably like a person saying, “Hurry up!”

Until the time I took over, research had been blocked because it was based on the delusion that the voice of an angel would always be beautiful. The words “Get up” are rarely beautiful, never less so than at 7 a.m. Yet that is what the angels always say when they talk to men, as reported in the Bible. I can’t think of anything an angel ever said but “Get up and hurry!” An angel comes to Peter in jail and says, “Rise quickly.” An angel says to Elijah, “Arise and eat.” An angel appears to Joseph in a dream, when Herod is slaughtering the infants, and says, “Go quickly.” An angel appears to Philip and says, “Arise and go.”

Really, the angels are monotonous talkers! They always say the same thing – “Arise, hurry!” But so is a fire bell monotonous. If we are to be saved, it will be by monotony, the reiterated command, “Get up and get going!”

Listen carefully and you can hear the voice of angels above the contemporary din of the world, a voice that ought to get us out of lounge chairs and comfortable beds. “Arise, go quickly!”

It might be a good idea to allow an angel to occupy the pulpit on Sunday. An irate hearer said to Samuel Barnett, when he was canon of Bristol Cathedral in England, “I come to church to be comforted, and you sound like a fire alarm.” Perhaps there was a fire.

(Halford E. Luccock, in The Christian Century, as it appeared in the April, 1973 issue of Reader’s Digest, on page 132)
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