Communication

One great advantage of modern communication is it lets you know that somewhere the snow is deeper. (Bill Vaughan, United Feature Syndicate)

Haven’t you got anything better to do than communicate? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

When you were a child, some of you were able to speak to dolls and the dolls spoke back, and you know they spoke back. Why don’t they speak back anymore? (Dr. Paul Brenner)

The more elaborate our means of communication, the less we communicate. (Joseph Priestley, scientist)

There is no such thing as conversation. It is an illusion. There are intersecting monologues, that is all. (Dame Rebecca West, Irish-born author and journalist)

The most important thing in communication is to hear what isn’t being said. (Peter F. Drucker)

If in your drive to get it said, you do not wish to be interrupted, just don’t look at the eyes of the potential interrupter. Eye contact is what the interrupter needs. So advises a student of such matters. (L. M. Boyd)

Among the most common languages in the United States, if English is first and Spanish is second, what is third? Sign. (L. M. Boyd)

A tourist who became lost on the frozen North Sea was saved when he was spotted on a computer screen hundreds of miles away. The tourist, who was not identified, had climbed on the ice off the coast of St. Peter-Ording in northern Germany to admire the sunset. He soon became disoriented, so he began flashing his camera for help. A woman in southern Germany who was admiring the sunset on her computer, via a beach webcam, saw the flashes and alerted police, who rescued the man. “He could well have died from cold or drowned when the tide came in,” said police spokesman Kristin Stielow. (The Week magazine, February 19, 2010)

The more people are reached by mass communication, the less they communicate each other. (Marya Mannes, journalist)

Forget about a waiter coming to the table to announce today’s specials. Quarry Street Café in the Old City area of Philadelphia sends customers an E-mail each day listing the lunch menu and specials. (Philadelphia Inquirer Magazine)

Motivation is everything … and the only way to motivate people is to communicate with them. It’s important to talk to people in their own language. If you do it well, they’ll say, “… he said exactly what I was thinking.” And when they begin to respect you, they’ll follow you to the death. (Lee Iacocca, in Iacocca)

The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place. (George Bernard Shaw)
Dr. Herbert H. Clark, s psychologist from John Hopkins University, discovered, that it takes the average person about 48 percent longer to understand a sentence using a negative than it does to understand a positive, or affirmative sentence. This is confirmation of something every successful person knows: the secret of good communication is positive affirmation. It is not what you won’t or can’t do that interests people, but what you will or can do. (Bits & Pieces)

You can’t expect a man to see eye to eye with you when you’re looking down on him. (Bits & Pieces)

Centuries ago, when a shoemaker worked alone he talked to himself. Well, not exactly. To his nails. He addressed them by name, and asked them how they were doing, and so on. It was a tradition of that profession. (L. M. Boyd)

There is no known way for a submarine to communicate with land via radio when it is underwater. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 38)
An Englishman answers his home telephone with his phone number instead of with “Hello.” (L. M. Boyd)

Client claims his grandfather invented the telephone four years before Alexander Graham Bell did so, but made one big mistake: He only wired up one phone, so he couldn’t call anybody to report it. (L. M. Boyd)
To touch a child’s face, a dog’s smooth coat, a pedaled flower, the rough surface of a rock is to set up new orders of brain motion. To touch is to communicate. (James W. Angell, in Yes Is a World)

The word “trivia” comes from the Latin for “three ways.” More specifically, it alluded to what we now call a three-way intersection. At such crossroads, people stopped to trade small talk. And so the talk itself came to be called trivia. (L. M. Boyd)

My husband is in the Air Force, and we were recently stationed in Japan. The first few weeks were busy with adjusting to the new customs and culture. We were amazed to see the friendliness of the Japanese children. Whenever we drove through town, the children would be standing on the side of the road, waving at us. I would give them a big smile and wave back. Weeks later I learned that in Japan children will wave their hands to stop traffic so they can cross the street. (Donna Brosh, in Reader’s Digest)
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