Failure Rates

What are the chances of making it in Hollywood? In the last few years, 75 percent of all actors made less than $2,500 annually and only 3 percent made more than $25,000. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 21, 1982)

On their flights between the Earth and the Moon, the Apollo ships were off course more than 90 percent of the time. The crew repeatedly had to correct the trajectory. Being off course all that time didn't matter. On course does not mean perfect. It means that even when things don't go perfectly, you are headed in the right direction. (Charles A. Garfield, in Reader's Digest)

If you’re going bankrupt, you’re not alone. In America in 1980, 355,000 businesses filed as failures. March, incidentally, is the worst month for bankruptcies, and creditors in such cases get back only 10 cents on the dollar. Is there a bright side? Maybe. If you’re bankrupt in the U.S., you get a second chance and are allowed to keep $7,500 of your personal assets. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 111, 1982)

Only one out of every 20 young athletes who sign professional baseball contracts ever makes it to the majors. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 148)

Every year, about 2,500 minor league baseball players give up and quit the game. (L. M. Boyd)

Percentage of baseball players signed to professional contracts who never appear in a major league game: 92. (FYI, as it appeared in Harper’s magazine, 1983-1984)

In any given year in this country, 750,000 students play high school basketball. Only 20 to 25 of them make it into the NBA. (Primetime Live TV,  March 19, 1992)

A breakfast cereal doesn’t have to appeal to everybody. Marketers say it can be a multi-million dollar success even if only one person in 10 likes it. (L. M. Boyd)

Did your car fail to start at least once this year? When so queried, one out of every four drivers nationwide said yes. (L. M. Boyd)

If you commit a crime in the U.S. your chances of escape are good: Only three out of five criminals are ever caught even when the crime is reported. Only one in 100 computer crimes is ever detected, much less successfully prosecuted. One in three people tried is acquitted. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 164, 1982) 

Only about half of each college freshman class eventually graduates. (L. M. Boyd)

Nineteen out of every 20 people who diet to lose weight give up shortly, it’s now said.  (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 172)

Out of every 500 people who diet away as much weight as they want to lose, about 20 will keep it off for a year but only one will stay trim for two years. Or so contend the specialists. (L. M. Boyd)

Fifty percent of all doctors finished in the bottom half of their class. (Bill Flick)

If starting your own business is what you’d like to do, please note that studies at Tulane University suggest the average entrepreneur fails 3.8 times before making it work. (L. M. Boyd)
TV insiders say nine out of 10 people who apply to compete on game shows are rejected. (L. M. Boyd)

Television gunmen are sorry shots. A study group for a U. S. Conference of Mayors committee once examined enough hours of prime time footage to calculate about 85 percent of the shots fired in TV dramas miss. (L. M. Boyd)

Of the hunters who go out to shoot wild turkeys, 94 percent come back without any wild turkeys. (L. M. Boyd)

A hunting tiger reportedly succeeds in only one kill out of every 20 attacks. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 10)


Will your invention make you rich and famous? Probably not: Only 1 percent of all patents ever become successful products. Only 10 out of 150 ideas are ever developed. Of these only two are marketed and only one succeeds. More than 1,800 patents are granted every week in the U.S. Only 3 percent are marketable. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 150, 1982) 

Only 80 of the 300 American inventors who take their bright ideas to the Patent Office on any given day will be granted patents. And only three of the 80 will make any money from their creations. (L. M. Boyd)

Laboratories turn out a lot of new medicines, all right, but only one in every 8,000 ever gets to the market. (L. M. Boyd)

Only 3 percent of the thoroughbred horses ever win races. (L. M. Boyd)

One thoroughbred racehorse in ten earns its keep on the tracks. What’s the keep? About $15,000 a year. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 160)

Literally hundreds of TV pilots are launched each year in the U.S. in the hope of cashing in on the television jackpot, but only one in 40 ever becomes a series. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 24, 1982)

Wheel of Fortune: Of the more than 3,000 people who try out, fewer than 500 make it onto the show. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 247)
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