Full Circle

The body has 70,000 miles of blood vessels. The heart pumps blood through this labyrinth and back again once every minute. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 27)

Circling the globe:

1. By helicopter – Australian Dick Smith, 1983

2. By car – Canadians Garry Sowerby and Ken Langley, 1980

3. By amphibious Jeep – Australian Ben Carlin, 1957

4. By foot – David Knust, 1970-7

5. By ship – Juan Sebastian del Cano, 1519. (Earth Facts)

Observe a piece of driftwood as a wave comes along. You’ll see the wood move backward a bit, up, then forward a bit, and down again. When the wave has passed, the wood is right where it started. (James Nathan Miller, in The Living World of Nature, p. 53)

Living on Earth may be expensive, but it includes an annual free trip around the sun. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

Tell it all: You know those hairy little flagella that spin like propellers on the tail ends of bacteria? They go counter clockwise. (L. M. Boyd)

How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and strong. Because someday in your life you will have been all of these. (George Washington Carver)

A beam of light would circle the earth seven times in one second. It takes light one hundred thousand years to travel across the Milky Way galaxy. Light travels 5,900 billion miles in one year. This distance is known as a light year. (Don Voorhees, in The Indispensable Book of Useless Information, p. 122)

The North and South Poles trace a complete circle relative to the stars every 26,000 years. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 331)

My great-grandfather rode a horse, but wouldn’t go near a train. Grandpa rode on trains, but was afraid of automobiles. Pop drove a car, but was afraid to fly. I love to fly, but I’m afraid to ride a horse! (Art Sansom, Newspaper Enterprise Association)

Mr. Wilson says to Mrs. Wilson concerning Dennis: “I send the kid home, but it’s always a round-trip ticket.” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

The space shuttle Discovery arrived back at its home port Sunday atop a jumbo jet following a 5.8 million-mile journey through space – the first by a shuttle in 2 ½ years – and then a jog across the country. The shuttle, bolted to the top of the modified Boeing 747, flew from its last pit stop in Louisiana to the Kennedy Space Center and, at mid-morning, touched down. (Rocky Mountain News, August 22, 2005)

A star near the center of the Milky Way takes about 20 million years to make one revolution around the galaxy. It takes Earth quite a bit longer – more than 200 million years – because we are at the far edge of the galaxy. (Barbara Seuling, in The Man in the Moon is Upside Down in Argentina, p. 9)

Stars move at tremendous speeds, but because of their great distances, they seem to stand still in our sky. The fastest is Bernard’s star, which moves the width of our moon every 180 years. It is six-light years away and is thought to have planets. (Michael Robertson, in Rocky Mountain News)

All the stars in the Milky Way revolve around the center of the galaxy every two hundred million years. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 190)

A sunbeam setting out through space at the rate of 186,000 miles a second would describe a gigantic circle and return to its origins after about 200 billion years. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 172)

On July 15, 1918, an American pilot named Walter Avery shot down German ace Karl Menckhoff over the Western Front. Avery cut a swath of cloth, which included the large initial “M,” from the side of Menckhoff’s plane. Last week, Avery’s daughter, Bette, presented the memento to Menckhoff’s son, Gerhard, at a gathering of the League of World War I Aviation Historian’s in Washington, D.C. “I never would have thought that it would come around full circle this way,” says Gerhard, who has already pledged to pass the cloth on to his own son. (The Week magazine, May 25, 2007)

BACK TO BLUE: The Army plans to eliminate the green uniform worn by soldiers for more than 100 years and switch to the traditional blue ordered by Gen. George Washington to contrast with the red of the British in the Revolutionary War. The new garb takes effect in mid-2007, and all soldiers must have it by the end of 2011, the Army said. The Army doesn’t plan to change the recently adopted combat uniform – a gray, green and tan camouflage pattern. (Bloomberg News, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, June 16, 2006)
Luckily, the water that composes a wave does not advance with it across the sea. If it did, navigation would be practically impossible. Each water particle in the wave describes a circular orbit, returning very nearly to its original position. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 131)

In a radio lab at the Pole, I heard the weird noises called whistlers that are transmitted by lightning flashes in northern Canada and travel far out into space before returning to their opposite magnetic point on Earth. Scientists analyze them for information concerning the outer reaches of our atmosphere. (John Dyson, in Reader’s Digest)
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