
Human Traits & Moments

And Jesus entered into the temple of God,

and drove out all who were buying and selling in the temple,

and he overturned the trays of the moneychangers

and the stands of those who sold doves.

And he said to them, It is written,

My house shall be called the house of prayer;

but you have made it a bandits’ cave.

(St. Matthew 21: 12-13)

Jesus said, O my Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me.
(St. Matthew 26:39)

Jesus entered again into the synagogue,

and there was a man there whose hand was withered.

And they watched him to see if he would heal him on the sabbath,

that they might accuse him. And he said to the man whose hand was withered, Stand up in the center. Then he said to them also,

Is it lawful to do good or evil on the sabbath,

to save a life or o destroy it? But they were silent.

And Jesus looked at them with anger,

sad because of the hardness of their hearts;

and he said to the man, Stretch out your hand,

and he stretched it out; and his hand was restored.

(St. Mark 3:1-5)

For now we see through a mirror, darkly.

(1 Corinthians 13:12)

One of the toughest tasks a church faces is choosing a good minister. A member of an official board undergoing this painful process finally lost patience. He'd just witnessed the pastoral relations committee reject applicant after applicant for some minor fault . . . real or imagined. It was time for a bit of soul searching on the part of the committee. So he stood up and read this letter purported to be from an applicant. “Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. I've been a preacher with much success and also have had some successes as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a leader most places I've been. I'm over 50 years of age and have never preached in one place for more than three years. In some places, I have left town after my work caused riots and disturbances. I must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too good, though I still accomplish a great deal. The churches I have preached in have been small, though located in several large cities. I've not gotten along well with religious leaders in the towns where I have preached. In fact, some have threatened me, and even attacked me physically. I am not too good at keeping records. I have been known to forget whom I have baptized. However, if you can use me, I promise to do my best for you.” The board member turned to the committee and said, “Well, what do you think? Shall we call him?” The good church folks were appalled! Consider a sickly, troublemaking, absent-minded ex-jailbird? Was the board member crazy? Who signed the application? Who had such colossal nerve? The board member eyed them all keenly before he replied. “It's signed, The Apostle Paul.” (Dear Abby column)

As pilot of Apollo 11's lunar module—“Eagle”-- Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin was the second man to set foot on the moon. Getting back to earth, however, turned out to be a much easier task than getting his feet back on the ground psychologically. After his historic space flight, Aldrin slowly began to sink into a state of severe depression, a condition that was difficult to rationalize in the light of his Life magazine image as an astronaut. “We looked to be happy, open-faced, well-adjusted people,” he said, “with no skeletons in the closet.” Through a combination of psychiatric therapy, psychological exercises, and antidepressant drugs, he gradually emerged from his dark mental state. Aldrin candidly reveals the details of his illness and recovery in his book Return to Earth (1973). (Wallace/Wallechinsky, in The Book of Lists, #3)

Flying automobile was successfully flown in the U. S. in 1947 -- but crashed because the pilot had forgotten to fill its gas tank. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not: Weird Inventions & Discoveries, p. 84)

The Bible is filled with people God used who, by today’s standards of ability and mobility, wouldn’t have qualified for much at all. Noah was a drunk, Abraham was too old. Isaac was a daydreamer, Jacob was a liar, Joseph was abused, Moses stuttered, Gideon was afraid, Samson was a womanizer, Rahab was a prostitute, Jeremiah was too young, David was an adulterer, Elisha was suicidal, Isaiah preached naked, Jonah ran from God, Naomi was a widow, Job went bankrupt, John the Baptist ate bugs, Peter denied Christ, all of the disciples fell asleep while praying, Martha worried about everything, the Samaritan woman had several failed marriages, Zacchaeus was too small, Paul was too religious, Timothy was too young and had ulcers, and Lazarus was dead. (Robert A. Schuller, in Walking in Your Own Shoes, p. xvii)

Even major biblical characters felt discouraged and despondent. For example, Moses said, “If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once . . . do not let me see my misery” - Numbers 11:15. (Victor M. Parachin, in Unity magazine)

When asked if she had any fantasies, Erma Bombeck said: “I always wanted to be a ballerina. Other than that, just the usual fantasies most other women have, where you give a Tupperware party and only Robert Redford shows up.” (Judy Kessler, in People)

During exam week about a decade ago at New York's Hunter College, the administration decided to offer a midnight breakfast to students who were staying up late to study for their finals. Donna Shalala, president of the college at the time, went right along with the idea. She put on an apron and was on hand to dish out eggs to the undergraduates. President Shalala answered an emphatic “no” to people who asked her whether this would undermine her authority. “It humanizes the institution,” she said. “It makes us seem real. I think knowing that someone cares that you do well on your exams is the message I should get across.” (Bits & Pieces)

Augustus Caesar was scared of the dark. (L. M. Boyd)

Julius Caesar always wore a laurel wreath on his head because he wanted to hide the fact that he was bald. (Paul S. Hagerman, in It's a Weird World)

The torturer within: Almost everyone is capable of committing the kind of atrocities discovered at Abu Ghraib, new research concludes. After reviewing more than 25,000 psychological studies, involving 8 million participants, Princeton University psychologists found consistent evidence that people need not be psychopaths or sadists to commit shocking acts of cruelty. All that’s needed is strong peer pressure, the influence of authority figures, and the portrayal of the people to be victimized as less-than-human outsiders. Members of the 800th Military Police Brigade, which guarded inmates at Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison, were subjected to all these conditions. Not surprisingly, they responded the same way as subjects in thousands of laboratory cruelty experiments. “Could an average 18-year-old have tortured these prisoners?” study author Susan Fiske asks in New Scientist. “I would have to answer yes, just about anyone could have.” (The Week magazine, December 17, 2004)

Andrew Carnegie, one of the richest Americans ever, practically became allergic to money as he grew older. He was offended, he said, just by the sight and touch of it, and never carried any. Because he had no money with him with which to pay the fare, Carnegie was once put off a London tram. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 60)
Another nasty fungal disease of trees is chestnut blight, which came to the United States on imported wood around 1900. By 1940, there were no more mature American chestnut trees left alive. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 162)

George Clooney is acutely aware of his own mortality, said Tim Teeman in the London Times. While shooting Syriana, in 2005, the actor suffered a serious injury to the base of his neck, which left him in agony, with spinal fluid leaking out of his nose. Lying in a hospital bed, he considered suicide. “I was in real trouble,” says Clooney, 50. “For the first time, I contemplated whether I had accomplished all I wanted. I felt I was going to die or have to die; I felt I couldn’t live with so much pain.” He had three operations, but the pain is still with him. “I know when I wake up it will always feel like a hangover, but I can’t mourn what I used to be.” His health aside, Clooney is also aware that the clock is ticking on his Hollywood career. “There’s only a certain amount of time” – about 10 years, he thinks – “when you get the keys to the kingdom. I’m terrified of the moment when you’re the guy who goes to the studio and says, ‘I’ve got this idea,’ and they’re like, ‘Thanks for stopping by,’ and you walk out and they roll their eyes.” (The Week magazine, March 9, 2012)

Ohio is listed as the 17th state in the U.S., but technically it is number 47. Until August 7, 1953, Congress forgot to vote on a resolution to admit Ohio to the Union. (Jack Kreismer, in  The Bathroom Trivia Book,  p. 11)

You know President Calvin Coolidge didn't say much, so people thought him quite a formal fellow. He was in fact, a practical joker. At his White House desk, he'd ring for his staff, then hide in the closet. There, too, he'd sit from time to time with his bare feet in a waste basket. (L. M. Boyd)

Calvin Coolidge loved to fish, but always wore gloves and made sure the Secret Service men handled the worms. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 62)
The Dalai Lama may be an enlightenment being, but he’s also something of a regular Joe. The Tibetan Buddhist leader sneaks chocolate chip cookies when he’s supposed to be fasting and uses an air gun to scare away irritating birds. While he meditates, he likes to have a radio on in the background, playing news from the BBC World Service. His Holiness also admits that mosquitoes have caused him to question the fundamental Buddhist prohibition against taking life. “When I’m trying to sleep,” he said, “that loud buzzing and their bites really annoy me. (The Week magazine, July 15, 2005)

Nothing makes a man strong like a cry for help. (Phil Barnhart)

King David of Israel was an excellent sovereign. The Bible bears witness to his overall record. “So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to all his people.” (2 Samuel 8:15).
But the biblical record shows that even David had serious problems with his royal family, with the royal court and with his chief military officer. And, yes, he even had problems with himself. After all he was human, too. (John Ross Schroeder, in Plain Truth magazine)

Bette Davis committed one of the greatest booboos of her career when she turned down the role of Scarlett O'Hara for the film Gone With the Wind. Davis was under the impression that the main lead would be played by Errol Flynn, and she just refused to work with him. The role of Scarlett was finally awarded to Vivien Leigh, playing opposite Clark Gable in what turned out to be one of the masterpieces of the cinema. (Bruce D. Witherspoon, in Astounding Facts,  p. 68)

When dealing with people, remember you are not dealing with creatures of logic, but with creatures of emotion, creatures bristling with prejudice and motivated by pride and vanity. (Dale Carnegie)

Every year, U.S. doctors leave surgical tools inside about 1,500 patients. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 240)

When Christian Science “treating” -- both self-administered and guided by her disciples--failed to end her pain, she took injections of morphine. Mary Baker Eddy had, of course, been dead-set against drugs, but in 1905 she revised Science and Health and added this line: “If from an injury or any cause, a Christian Scientist were seized with pain so violent that he could not treat himself mentally . . . the sufferer could call a surgeon, who would give him a hypodermic injection.” (David & Elizabeth Armstrong, in The Great American Medicine Show)

The man credited with inventing the motion picture system never made a dime. Thomas Edison didn't bother to patent his projection systems because he thought they had no future. (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance)

One day after Einstein had moved on to his final home at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, N.J., the telephone rang in the office of the Dean of the Princeton Graduate School. The voice at the other end inquired: “May I speak with Dean Eisenhart, please?” Advised that my father was not in, the voice continued: “Perhaps then you will tell me where Dr. Einstein lives.” My father's secretary replied that she could not do this, since Dr. Einstein wished to have his privacy respected. The voice on the telephone dropped to a near whisper: “Please do not tell anybody, but I am Dr. Einstein. I am on my way home, and have forgotten where my house is.” (Churchill Eisenhart, in Reader's Digest)

Albert Einstein had an unlisted telephone number in his home near Princeton. Unfortunately, he would forget it. So when he forgot where he lived, he couldn’t call home to find out. It’s a matter of record that Einstein once called the university switchboard to find out where he lived. (L. M. Boyd)

When Einstein published his equations of general relativity, he failed to notice that his theory predicted an expanding universe. A Russian mathematician, Alexander Friedmann, found that Einstein had made a schoolboy error in algebra that caused him to overlook a solution to his own equations. In effect, Einstein had divided by zero at one point in his calculations--a no-no in mathematics. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 164)

During one of the last major offensives of World War II, Dwight Eisenhower was walking near the Rhine and came upon a GI who seemed depressed. “How are you feeling, son?” he asked. “General,” the young man replied, “I'm awful nervous.” “Well,” Eisenhower said, “you and I are a good pair then, because I'm nervous too. Maybe if we just walk along together, we'll be good for each other.” No sermon. No special advice. But what words of encouragement! (Mark R. Littleton, in Reader's Digest)

After a long, formal reception at Buckingham Palace, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth withdrew with regal farewells, but a page failed to close the double doors properly. The lingering guests suddenly got a glimpse of the king and queen, who, thinking they were alone, went hand in hand, laughing and skipping down the corridor like a couple of teen-agers allowed out on their own. (Ann Morrow, in The Queen Mother)

One person I particularly admired was the great composer Duke Ellington. Onstage and on television, he seemed the very model of the confident, sophisticated man of the world. Then I learned that Ellington still got stage fright. If the highly honored Duke Ellington, who had appeared on the bandstand some 10,000 times over 30 years, had anxiety attacks, who was I to think I could avoid them? (James Lincoln Collier, in Reader's Digest)

Dutch elm disease is a fungus introduced to the United States on imported logs from Holland in 1928. It has since decimated the native elm population. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 161)

That renowned Greek philosopher Epicurus calculated the sun was approximately two feet in diameter. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 78)

The same sense of perspective will help o keep our feelings of guilt in line. All human beings do thoughtless, impulsive things which bring them a miserable train of circumstance. Everyone misses golden opportunities through stupidity or inability to understand the other fellow. Everyone is occasionally selfish, thoughtless and unkind. We can’t help being full of despair about the results. But we needn’t feel as though we are exiled from the human race because we have done wrong. (Ardis Whitman, in Reader’s Digest)

The experts can be wrong. They agreed unanimously that Paderewski couldn't play the piano. They spat on Van Gogh's paintings. Verdi was rejected by the Milan Conservatory because he had no talent. Schubert was never considered good enough to work for imperial Austrian musical authorities. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia , p. 218)

Experts always sound so sure. Neville Chamberlain, the British prime minister, was positive, just before the start of World War II, that there would be “peace for our time.” Producer Irving Thalberg did not hesitate to advise Louis B. Mayer against buying the rights to Gone With the Wind because “no Civil War picture ever made a nickel.” Even Abraham Lincoln surely believed it when he said in his Gettysburg Address: “The world will little note, nor long remember, what we say here. . . .” (Jo Coudert, in Reader’s Digest)

To publish a magazine presenting new religious beliefs was not easy. To support his family, Charles Fillmore had to continue in the real-estate business and because his friends ridiculed his religious works as a fanatical delusion, he tried to keep as quiet as possible about the writing that he was doing in connection with the magazine. For many years, he wrote under the pen name of Leo Virgo. Myrtle Fillmore merely signed her articles M. or M. F. (James Dillet Freeman, in The Story of Unity , p. 63)

Gerald Ford was so nervous on his wedding day that he wore one black shoe and one brown one. (Ed Lucaire, in Celebrity Setbacks)

Henry Ford forgot to put reverse gear in the first car he manufactured. Then in 1957, he bragged about the car of the decade. It was the Edsel, renowned for doors that wouldn't close, a hood that wouldn't open, paint that peeled, a horn that stuck, and a reputation that made it impossible to resell. However, Ford's future track record contains more glowing productions. (Glenn Van Ekeren, in The Speaker's Sourcebook, p. 150)

Auditors in 1940 discovered from old records of Philadelphia’s early Bank of America that none other than Benjamin Franklin routinely overdrew his account about three times every week. Benjamin Franklin, so good at so much, was no good at all in math. (L. M. Boyd)

Heart: “Ben Franklin thought our national bird should have been the turkey. He said that the bald eagle was lazy and cowardly. The turkey, he said, was a true native of America, a bird known for its bravery and intellect. Ben Franklin was a genius, but he didn’t know zip about advertising.” (Mark Tatulli, in Heart of the City comic strip)

I was comforted to read that in order to “become a gentleman,” Mohandas Gandhi (in his late teens) spent hours practicing the arranging of his tie and hair and taking lessons in dance and music. It's nice to know that such a great man experienced the awkwardness of youth. (Dynamic Preaching) 

Before Woody Hayes came to coach football at Ohio State he had been coaching at the much smaller Denison and Miami universities in Ohio. “The first time I stood in the middle of the OSU stadium with its 86,000 seats staring down at me,” he recalls, “I was shook up. My young son was with me and had hold of my hand. He must have felt my reaction, for he said, ‘But, Daddy, the football field is the same size.’” (Lionel Crocker)

Time magazine’s “Man of the Year” for 1938 was Adolf Hitler. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 48)

When in sunshine, the late J. Edward Hoover tried to maneuver himself into positions where nobody could walk on his shadow. (L. M. Boyd)

H&R Block reported last week that it had underestimated its own corporate taxes by $32 million. Shares of the No. 1 tax preparer dropped 9 percent on the embarrassing news. (Chicago Sun-Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 10, 2006)

J. Edgar Hoover would not allow anyone to walk on his shadow. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 97)

Bob Hope was jailed as a youth for stealing tennis balls. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 246) 
The late Howard Hughes and numerous others have been depicted as highly fearful of dust. (L. M. Boyd)

President Andrew Jackson was never convinced that the earth was round and not flat. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts , p. 1)

Thomas Jefferson said it would take 40 generations to conquer the American wilderness. Certainly missed on that one, didn't he! Four generations later the frontier was just about gone. (L. M. Boyd)

Jesus went to the tree as a man seeking food to satisfy his hunger, and not as a God creator of the trees and giver of the fruit. He did not use divine power to find out whether the tree had fruit on it or not, because he was living and thinking as a man. On his arrival at the tree he was disappointed to find plenty of leaves but not fruit. (George M. Lamsa, in Gospel Light)

That faith begins with the assumption that the human soul is fallible, that it can delude itself, make mistakes and see only so far ahead. That, after all, is what it means to be human. No person has had the gift of omniscience. Yes, Christians may want to say that of Jesus. But even the Gospels tell us that Jesus doubted on the Cross, asking why his own father seemed to have abandoned him. The mystery that Christians are asked to embrace is not that Jesus was God but that he was God-made-man, which is to say, prone to the feelings and doubts and joys and agonies of being human. Jesus himself seemed to make a point of that. He taught in parables rather than in abstract theories. He told stories. He had friends. He got to places late; he misread the actions of others; he wept; he felt disappointment; he asked as many questions as he gave answers; and he was often silent in self-doubt or elusive or afraid. (Andrew Sullivan, in The Conservative Soul)

Miami Vice star Don Johnson was dumped as Pepsi’s TV pitchman when he was photographed by People magazine drinking a Diet Coke. Oops! (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 18)

King David of Israel was an excellent sovereign. The Bible bears witness to his overall record. “So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and justice to all his people" (2 Samuel 8:15).
But the biblical record shows that even David had serious problems with his royal family, with the royal court and with his chief military officer. And, yes, he even had problems with himself. After all he was human, too. (John Ross Schroeder, in Plain Truth magazine)

The civil rights leader tried to commit suicide at age twelve and again at thirteen by jumping out of an upstairs window. The first time was after Martin Luther King thought his brother killed their grandmother; the second was after his grandmother died. (Ed Lucaire, in Celebrity Setbacks, p. 208)

Abraham Lincoln had periods of absent-minded abstraction that were very trying to his wife. When they were newly married in Springfield, Illinois, Mary would go to church while Lincoln minded the baby. One day he bundled the baby up and put him in a wagon. He then began to read a book while pulling the wagon back and forth in front of their house. When Mary returned, she found that the baby had fallen out and was squalling on the ground. Lincoln, obliviously absorbed in his reading, was pulling an empty wagon. (John & Claire Whitcomb, in Oh Say Can You See , p. 143) 
On January 1, 1863, Abraham Lincoln spent the entire morning meeting dignitaries, shaking their hands, and spreading goodwill. Exhausted by his nonstop morning, Lincoln finally returned to his office at noon. With a deep sigh, he settled in his chair, only to be interrupted by William Seward, the secretary of state. Lincoln was presented with the final draft of the Emancipation Proclamation for his signature. Twice the president picked up his pen to sign it, but his hand shook so badly that he finally put his pen down. He turned to Seward and said, “I've had an exhausting morning. In fact, I've been shaking hands since nine this morning, and my right arm almost feels paralyzed. I don't want to sign this document until my hand is more steady. If my name ever goes into history, it will be for this act, and I want you to know that my whole soul is in it. So you see, if my hand trembles when I sign the proclamation, all who examine it thereafter will say, ‘He hesitated -- look at his handwriting.’” A short time afterward, the president took up his pen with a strong and steady hand and firmly wrote, “Abraham Lincoln .” That historic act endeared Lincoln to the world as the Great Emancipator. (Glenn Van Ekeren, in The Speaker's Sourcebook , p. 119)

It is the female lion who does more than 90 percent of the hunting while the male is afraid to risk his life, or simply prefers to rest. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 41)

The paws of a lioness get damp when she is nervous. (L. M. Boyd)

You’ve seen pictures of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow with his full flowing beard. Not for style did he wear that bush, but to cover the scars from the fire that killed his wife. (L. M. Boyd)

Some of the most capable people in history have lost this sense of perspective and have been driven by their anxieties to act in ways which destroyed them. Stephen Foster, torn by inner conflicts, drank himself into the gutter; Edgar Allan Poe, stung by slander and neglect, antagonized the very people who most wanted to serve him; Benedict Arnold betrayed his country because of his bitter humiliation at lack of promotion. We could all lesson our anxieties greatly if we could lessen the sense our own importance. (Ardis Whitman, in Reader’s Digest)

One hundred seven incorrect medical procedures will be performed by the end of the day today. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 201)

Producer Harry Cohn of Columbia let Marilyn Monroe’s contract lapse in 1949 because he decided she lacked “star quality.” (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 12)

The gypsy moth was brought to America in 1868 by French scientist Leopold Trouvelot, to hybridize with native silk-spinning caterpillars. He left a jar of the little critters on the windowsill of his Medford, Massachusetts, laboratory and they escaped. The moths now are the worst hardwood forest pest in the East – defoliating up to 13 million acres a year. During heavy infestations, the noise of their chewing leaves and falling excrement sounds like rain in the forest. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 161)

Napoleon was morbidly afraid of cats. (E.C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts)

The natures of dogs, swine, vipers, of Sodom and Egypt, Pharaoh, Cain, Ishmael, Esau, etc. The natures of these I saw within, though people had been looking without. (George Fox, the spiritual-minded Quaker)

When I run from my failures and deny they exist, I remember the New Testament does not hide the dark patches and neither should I. Peter denied; Thomas doubted; Judas betrayed. Ananias and Sapphira cheated; Demas quit; Mark ran home to his mother. The Corinthians were stingy and the Galatians were taken for a ride by false teachers. (Phil Barnhart, in Seasonings for Seasonings , p. 66)

Jack Nicholson was in the newspapers long before he became a film star. By chance, Nicholson was working as a lifeguard in New Jersey in the mid 1950s when 11 swimmers were carried out into the Atlantic. Nicholson launched one of the boats and rescued five of the swimmers just as they were about to go under. His picture was on the front page of local newspapers, but Nicholson later said of the rescue that he was so sick “I puked my guts out.” (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 9)

Heavyweight boxer Ken Norton fears no man in the ring. But he is afraid...of black cats! (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 82)

In 1978 Tom Osborne nearly took the open coaching job at Colorado. Osborne was tired of feeling he wasn’t wanted at Nebraska after winning only one of his first eight games again Oklahoma. At the end of his Husker career he owned three national championships and authored two Heisman trophies. This guy they tried to throw away is known today as a coaching legend and one of the all-time greats of the college game. By the way, he finished his career winning nine out of his last 10 games with the Sooners and his career record vs. Oklahoma was 13-13. (Butch Rasmussen, in The North Platte Telegraph)

A plaque on the par-five ninth hole of a Los Angeles golf course commemorates the achievement of Arnold Palmer in the 1961 Los Angeles Open. No, Arnie didn't score an ace on that hole, or even a triple birdie. He recorded 12 strokes, including five out-of-bounds shots! (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia , p. 68)

Louis Pasteur was so obsessive about germs that he refused to shake hands with people. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 54)

In 1899, the Commissioner of the United States Patent Office said, “Everything that can be invented has been invented.” (Beverly A. Betaire)

Few know that early in the ministry of Norman Vincent Peale, he was on the verge of a complete nervous breakdown. In his best-selling book The Power of Positive Thinking Dr. Peale relates how the work of serving a large university church became unbearable. “I began to experience overstrain. I began to get rather tired and nervous and had no feeling of normal power.” Sensing he was about to collapse emotionally, Dr. Peale wisely sought help from one of the professors who had become a good friend. (Victor M. Parachin, in Unity magazine)
Why was the poet Edgar Allan Poe kicked out of Annapolis? It was West Point. The posted parade uniform for the day was “gloves and saber belts.” He strolled into formation wearing nothing but gloves, a saber belt and a smile that didn’t last too long. (L. M. Boyd)

A young woman was waiting for a bus in a slum area one evening when a rookie policeman approached her. “Want me to wait with you?” he asked. “That's not necessary,” she replied. “I'm not afraid.” “Well, then,” he grinned, “would you mind waiting with me?” (Bits & Pieces)

Pope Paul IV, who was elected on May 23, 1555, was so outraged when he saw the naked bodies on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel that he ordered Michelangelo to paint clothes on them. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 167)

Describing the telephone, the President of the United States, Rutherford B. Hayes, said, “That's an amazing invention, but who would ever want to use one of them?” (Beverly A. Betaire)

Psychology teaches people to reconcile their differences, does it not? Two of the greatest psychologists Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung met in 1907 and formed a close friendship, then split in 1913. Couldn’t reconcile their differences. (L. M. Boyd)

Dan Rather once stormed off the set of his newscast, leaving six minutes of dead air, when he learned a tennis match would run a few minutes into the broadcast. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 15)

Nolan Ryan admits it can become a load. Baseball's latest 300-game winner and all-time strikeout king almost struck out before he got started in the big leagues. He came close to quitting twice in the early days of his career. He was uncomfortable with the lifestyle and wanted to go back to work the ranch in Alvin, Texas. “It is such a grind, and you don't see the instant signs of success,” said Ryan. “You get better in this game with experience. You don't just overpower the opponent with your size or strength. You have to learn to adjust so you can survive.” (Tracy Ringolsby, in Rocky Mountain News)

You might think that the inventor of the ubiquitous safety pin might have made a tidy profit. You’d be wrong, though, he sold the patent on the device for a paltry $400. (Samantha Weaver, in Tidbits)
Singers who didn't believe in future hits:
1. Elvis Presley--rejected Roy Orbison's Only the Lonely 
2. Barry Manilow--thought Mandy was average
3. Bobby Darin--disliked Mack the Knife 
4. Freddy Cannon--rejected The Twist 
5. Bill Medley--rejected Elvis' In the Ghetto 
6. Danny and the Juniors--rejected The Twist. (World Features Syndicate)

When he was filming The Sound of Music, star Christopher Plummer thought the musical was going to be awful, so he scornfully called it The Sound of Mucus. (Bob Fenster, in They Did What!?, p. 198)
How absentminded are famous people? Meryl Streep left her just-claimed Oscar for Kramer vs. Kramer on the back of a toilet during the 1979 Academy Award show. (Bob Fenster, They Did What!?, p. 7)
Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of the telephone, an invention without which the business world of today could not even begin to function, was hard pressed to find a major backer. In 1876, the year he patented the telephone, Bell approached Western Union, then the largest communications company in America, and offered it exclusive rights to the invention for $100,000. William Orton, Western Union’s president, turned down the offer, posing one of the most shortsighted questions in business history: “What use could this company make of an electrical toy?” (M. Hirsh Goldberg, in The Blunder Book, p. 151)

Great writers don't always make the best critics. For example, Leo Tolstoy, the War and Peace man, decreed that Shakespeare's works were crude, immoral, vulgar and senseless. (L. M. Boyd)

Mark Twain may have been a smart fellow, but he jumped into some 100 doubtful investments and therefrom lost more than $200,000. But he turned down an inexpensive chance to own part interest in the early telephone. (L. M. Boyd)

Short of money, wondering how to make ends meet? You're not alone. Even the Vatican predicted a $25.6-million deficit for 1982. (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 110)

In 1946, a prominent man said, “Video won't hold any market it captures after the first six months. People will soon get tired of staring at a plywood box every night.” That man was Darryl F. Zanuck, then head of 20th Century Fox movie studios. (Beverly A. Betaire)

Those who have nothing but virtues are not much better than those who have nothing but faults. (Bits & Pieces)

Voltaire drank seventy cups of coffee every day. (Bruce D. Witherspoon, in Astounding Facts , p. 95)

Wall Street has predicted nine of the last three recessions. (Creative Life Church of Divine Science newsletter, Hot Springs, AR)

George Washington was scared to death that he'd be buried alive. Just before he died, he demanded his body be kept above ground for a few days in the event he might come to. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book)
George Washington spent about 7 percent of his annual salary on liquor. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 175)

Western Union Telegraph Company had the opportunity -- for $100,000 -- to buy the rights to the invention of the telephone, but declined. By 1881, five years after he had invented the telephone, Alexander Graham Bell had sold off almost all of the shares of stock he held in the company he had formed, never realizing how profitable they would be. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 61)

Bad week for: Tiger Woods, after he finished 18-over par at the Bridgestone Invitational, scoring a 298. That’s Woods’ worse score in any PGA Tour event he’s ever played. (The Week magazine, August 20, 2010)

A total of 63 errors were made in the 1886 World Series. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts , p. 160)
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