Inflation

Anger is what the Buddha called an “unskillful” emotion. Feelings of rage are natural, but if they are indulged, they are unhelpful, since they often proceed from an inflated sense of our own importance. (Karen Armstrong, in AARP magazine)

Archie’s chair was purchased for eight dollars at a Goodwill store. After All in the Family’s eighth season, show creator Norman Lear donated Archie and Edith’s chairs for display in the Smithsonian. When the show was renewed for a ninth season, Lear had to have facsimiles created at a cost of several thousand dollars. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 9)

Adjusted for inflation, it now costs twice as much to attend a four-year college than it did 25 years ago. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 240)

Every butterfly starts out with a pump in its stomach. With which it inflates its wings. After it emerges from the chrysalis. (L. M. Boyd)

Man looking at stack of Christmas cards ready to mail: “This year it finally happened – the stamps cost more than the cards.” (Goddard Sherman, King Features)

The total cost of raising a child from birth to age 17 is $222,360 for middle-income parents, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. That’s 22 percent higher than the 1960 cost, adjusted for inflation. (Los Angeles Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 2-9, 20l0)

“Inflation is creeping up,” a young man said to his friend. “Yesterday I ordered a $25 steak in a restaurant and told them to put it on my American Express card . . . and it fit.” (Don Reber, in Reading, PA, Times)

Inventions that didn't quite succeed: the waterproof towel, glow in the dark sunglasses, solar powered flashlights, submarine screen doors, a book on how to read, inflatable dart boards, a dictionary index, mechanical pencil sharpeners, powdered water, waterproof tea bags, and the helicopter ejector seat. (Rocky Mountain News)

INFLATION: When dollars to doughnuts becomes an even bet. (Ted Malone)

One day at the office we were discussing the rugged effects of inflation. One man remarked that his wife had found a way to beat it. “She spends my salary during the first week of the month,” he explained, “before its purchasing power diminishes.” (M. S. Gupta, in Reader's Digest)
INFLATION: Fixed incomes needing repair work. (Earl Wilson)

Inflation is getting so bad these days, golfers are yelling “Five!” (John Hampsch, in Reminisce Extra magazine)

When you refer to higher education nowadays, you're probably talking about the cost. (Herm Albright)

Each time history repeats itself, the price goes up. (Quoted by Ronald Wright, in A Short History of Progress)

A little inflation means an hors-d’oeuvre before dinner. Too much inflation means the hors-d’oeuvre was dinner. (Betty Dickman, in Quote magazine)

When narcissism works: Narcissists can be difficult to work with, since they’re self-absorbed and arrogant. Put a couple of them in a group, however, and you have a potential creative force, reports ScienceNOW.com. A team of psychologists from Stanford and Cornell universities divided volunteers into pairs and had one subject pitch a movie idea to the other. The most creative ideas, at least according to the listening subjects, turned out to be those pitched by people who ranked highest on a standard questionnaire for narcissism. That likely reflects the power of the narcissist’s charm, the researchers say. “Narcissists are just good in selling their ideas because they’re so confident and good at getting people to share their inflated views of themselves,” says study co-author Jack Goncalo. (When the same ideas were evaluated on paper only, they were deemed no more creative or compelling than the others.) When placed in teams, the narcissists produced more ideas for improving a real business – but only when a team contained exactly two narcissists. More than that and the competition among egos got in the way of a team’s productivity. (The Week magazine, October 8, 2010)

INFLATION: We don’t have a nickel cigar but we do have a nickel quarter. (Gertrude O’Connell)

Ziggy says to the psychiatrist after seeing his bill: “Whatever happened to ‘A penny for your thoughts’?” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

Ziggy: “If postage keeps going up . . . soon it will be cheaper to go to someone’s house than to send a letter!” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

Report is that Goodyear is working on a computer-controlled tire that will deflate or inflate itself a bit according to road conditions. (L. M. Boyd)
Weddings have become so costly that it’s now the father of the bride who breaks down and weeps. (Muscatine, Iowa, Journal)

The worst thing about history is that every time it repeats itself the price goes up. (The American Legion magazine)
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