Lessons from Nature

The creosote bush, a classic desert plant, can drop its leaves to reduce water loss and, during the worst droughts, it even dies back to the ground. Then, when it finally rains, the plant revives and flourishes--like the mythological phoenix. (Christopher L. Helms, in The Sonoran Desert, p. 8) Lesson: The importance of flexibility.

George de Mestral, a Swiss engineer, found himself in a sticky situation. One day in the late 1940s, he returned from a walk in the woods, musing over the cockleburs that clung to his trousers and his dog. Examining the burs under a microscope, he discovered that they were composed of hundreds of tiny hooks that latched onto anything loopy. De Mestral figured out a way to weave nylon so that thousands of tiny hooks on one piece engaged thousands of tiny loops on another. He called the odd product Velcro , for velours and crochet . (Judith Stone, in Reader's Digest) Lesson: If you are willing to look at an irritating thing close enough, you may find good in it.
The drifting of the Earth's crust means the continents have not always been in the same place. North Africa was once covered in a sheet of ice and was where the South Pole is today. And the South Pole was once covered with rain forests. (The Usborne Book of Facts & Lists)

Almost every county in the United States has been under the ocean at least once in the past 400 million years. (Noel Vietmeyer, in Reader's Digest) Lesson: The only consistent thing in life is change.

Nature produces no single, isolated molecules in food form--only complexes. (Betty Lee Morales, in Let's Live magazine)  Lesson: The oneness of all. We all need each other.
Observe the Redwoods of California. Their roots are the shallowest of all trees. If they stood alone, they would fall, but together their roots intertwine, and they grow to be the strongest and tallest of all. (Robert Wood, in Along The Path, p. 109) Lesson: The importance of teamwork.
Science has found that nothing can disappear without a trace. Nature does not know extinction. All it knows is transformation! How, if God applies this fundamental principle to the most minute and insignificant parts of His universe, doesn't it make sense to assume that He applies it also to the masterpiece of his creation -- the human soul? I think it does. And everything science has taught me--and continues to teach me--strengthens my belief in the continuity of our spiritual existence after death. Nothing disappears without a trace. (Wernher von Braun)
Lesson: Everything that God has created is eternal, it only changes form.

The silkworm moth, as a caterpillar, spins about 1,000 yards of silk thread for its cocoon -- in less than a day, even though the work requires more than 250,000 movements of its head. (Larry Masidlover) Lesson: The power of one little creature.
When one takes justice into his own hands he usually creates a mess. The grizzly bear can easily whip almost any animal in his dominion. There is one animal, however, that he nervously allows to eat with him,--the skunk. The grizzly resents the skunk's intrusion deeply, and would love to be rid of him. He restrains himself, however, because he doesn't want to pay the high cost of getting even. (David Lawrence) Lesson: The importance of acceptance and non-resistance.
Scientists still study the sponge. Genetic memory is what intrigues them. For example, if a red sponge is ground up and forced through a fine nylon net into a cloud of tiny particles, it will reform itself into a sponge of exactly the same shape as the original. (L. M. Boyd) Lesson: Even if your life throws you in many directions and seems to tear you apart at times, God knows what you look like in your original form and continues to put you back together.
Even though there are more than 10 (to the 22nd power) stars in the universe, each is unique. No two stars have exactly the same properties. A star has so many variables in its makeup that the probability of two identical stars is zero. These variables include the total number of atoms, size, and temperature. Some stars show obvious color and brightness differences. Others require spectroscopic study to detect their particular identify or fingerprint. (Donald B. DeYoung, in Astronomy and the Bible , p. 56) Lesson: The uniqueness of all of God's creation.
The Jack Pine was once a “weed.” It was not only too small to use for lumber, but a substance within its cellular structure prevented its use for pulp in the manufacture of paper. Jack Pine was considered a "tree weed," with little present value and none foreseeable. Millions of acres of Jack Pine were considered waste land -- an area larger than the State of Connecticut. But men of a paper company in Michigan believed "that a weed is merely a plant for which man has not yet found a use." They did what others considered impossible. They found an economical way to remove the substance contained in Jack Pine's cellular structure which had prevented its use for paper pulp. As a result, this firm is now making a beautiful, high-quality paper out of Jack Pine -- employing many thousands in this work. Those who claimed nothing from Jack Pine -- received nothing. Those who planted their seeds, believing in their own success -- reaped the harvest. (Jon Speller, in Seed Money in Action , p. 24) Lesson: The power of believing; some have the vision to see.
When they were looking for a way to protect the heads of football players, researchers studied the woodpecker because this bird hammers steadily with its head without suffering injury. A helmet was designed with air spaces similar to those in the woodpecker’s skull, which act as shock absorbers. (Barbara Seuling, in You Can't Sneeze with Your Eyes Open,  p. 14) 
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