Listening - Funnies
As an aerobics instructor, I remind my students to individualize their workouts to suit their age and ability. I reiterate that they should “listen” to their bodies. A student approached me after class. Exhausted, she said, “I did what you told us. I listened to my body -- and it didn't have one nice thing to say to me!” (Shannon A. Saxon, in Reader's Digest) 

There is nothing so annoying as to have two people go right on talking when you're interrupting. (Mark Twain)

If you can’t get people to listen to you any other way, tell them it’s confidential. (Farmer’s Digest)

Emily: “Bye, Louis.” Louis: “Bye, Emily.” Emily: “Maybe we can finish our conversation in a couple of weeks.” Dad: “What conversation?” Louis: “I don't know; I wasn't listening.” (Jerry Bittle, in Shirley & Son comic strip) 

A customer at the bank where I work asked my name. “Mrs. Elvish," I told him. “It's easy to remember; just think of Elvis and add ‘h.’” Several days later he wrote to the bank, clearly marking the envelope, “For the attention of Mrs. Preshley.” (J. B. Elvish, in Reader's Digest)
 
Driving on a back road, I came across a road crew. A workman waved his orange flag at me and gestured that I should turn around and find another route. That evening, when I told my husband about the incident, he looked at me incredulously. “The guy waved his flag at you,” he said, “and you actually listened to him?” “Yes, of course,” I replied. “You know,” he said, shaking his head, “I've got to get a flag!”
(Kim M. Scheffler, in Reader's Digest)


My Favorite Saying: “A good listener is one who can give you his full attention without hearing a word you say.” (Andy Erhart, in Reminisce Extra magazine)

A good listener is a good talker with a sore throat. (Tidbits)

I often accuse my husband of not listening to me when I speak to him. At breakfast one morning he commented on how sweet the grapefruit was. “Is it red?” I asked. I received no answer. Two minutes later when he got up to make toast, I asked him, “Do you want some bread?” “You just offered me bread,” he replied. “I didn't say a word about bread,” I said, adding, “You never listen. I asked you if the grapefruit was red.” “See,” he countered. “I do listen. Didn't I just misunderstand what you asked?” (Eva Lobato, in Reader's Digest)

A man grabbed his friend's arm at a party and said, “I have to tell you about my new hearing aid -- it's the latest thing on the market. Best ever. Nothing like it. I can hear my phone ring from out in the alley. I can hear a hummingbird 100 yards away.” The friend was very impressed. “It's so small . . . what kind is it?” “Quarter to three,” the man replied, looking at his watch. (Reminisce Extra Magazine)

Camilla and Mark -- my sister and her husband -- were at a party chatting with some friends when the subject of marriage counseling came up. “Oh, we'll never need that. Mark and I have a great relationship,” Camilla explained. “He was a communications major in college and I majored in theater arts. He communicates real well and I act like I'm listening.” (Lori Kelley, in Reader's Digest)

Hagar: “My mother-in-law is visiting us for a month.” Servant: “That's nice.” Hagar: “You don't really listen to me, do you?” (Dik Browne, in Hagar The Horrible comic strip)
The woman says to the man: “We need to talk . . . so shut up!” (The American Legion Magazine cartoon)

No one is listening until you make a mistake. (Rocky Mountain News)

Ziggy picks up the shell on the seashore and places it to his ear and hears: “Thank you for listening to today’s ocean sounds. Your roaming charges come to eight dollars and thirty-five cents!” (Tom Wilson, in Ziggy comic strip)

An American businessman goes to Japan on a business trip, but he hates Japanese food, so he asks the concierge at his hotel whether there's any place he can get American food. The concierge tells him he's in luck -- a pizza place just opened, and they deliver. The concierge gives the businessman the phone number, and he goes back to his room and orders a pizza. Thirty minutes later, the delivery guy shows up at the door with the pizza. The businessman takes the pizza and starts sneezing uncontrollably. He asks the deliveryman, “What the heck did you put on this pizza?” The delivery man bows deeply and says, “We put on the pizza what you ordered: pepper only.” (Rocky Mountain News)

The judge said to the defendant, “I thought I told you I never wanted to see you in here again.” “Your honor,” the defendant said, “that’s what I tried to tell the police, but they just wouldn’t listen.” (The American Legion magazine)

Three retired priests were driving leisurely in the country one summer morning. All three were slightly hard of hearing. One said, “Is this Wembley?” “No,” said the next one. “It's Thursday.” “So am I,” said the last one. “Let's stop and have one.” (The Priest)

Acting very grown-up, our grandson, 4, told me I didn’t have to read him a story. “But,” he added, “if you want to read one to Grandpa, I’ll listen.” (Hannah Gilmurray, in Country Woman magazine)
Woman: “Jeremy! Will you please get your shoes out of the middle of the living room?” Jeremy: “All right! All right! I heard you! You know, just because somebody doesn't respond the first few dozen times you tell them to do something doesn't mean they're not listening!” (Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman, in Zits comic strip)

Wife: “Why do people bother to install car alarms? No one pays attention to them because you hear them all day long! When you have to listen to something day and night, you begin to tune it out. Do you know what I mean? Ralph?” Ralph: “Did you say something honey bunch?” (Kevin Fagan, in Drabble comic strip)
A friend's wife, Dawn, had just finished reading “Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus.” She sighed and said to her husband, “Sometimes women don't want men to fix their problems. Sometimes it’s better if he just puts his arms around her and tells her everything will be okay.” The next morning, Dawn's car had a flat tire. Her husband looked things over. Then he reassured her that everything would be all right, gave her a big hug and left for work. (Thomas R. Berry, in Reader's Digest)

Women don’t want to hear what you think. Women want to hear what they think in a deeper voice. (Bill Cosby)
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