
Planet Earth

The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it,
the world, and those who live in it.
(Psalm 24:1)

I can think of a more probable alternative universe than the one we’re in. (Joyce Carol Oates)

The world is before you, and you need not take it or leave it as it was when you came in. (James Baldwin, in Nobody Knows My Name)

We are the belongings of the world, not its owners. (Wendell Berry, writer)

The earth is mostly just a bone yard. But pretty in the sunlight. (Larry McMurtry, author)

We have  grasped the mystery of the atom and rejected the Sermon on the Mount. Ours is a world of nuclear giants and ethical infants. (Omar Bradley)

Earth is the cradle of the mind, but humanity cannot remain in its cradle forever. (Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, rocket scientist)

If only the world's demand for stupidity were as great as the supply! (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots) 
******************************************************************
If God created the world, his primary concern was certainly not to make its understanding easy for us. (Albert Einstein)

The world is so full of possibilities that dogmatism is simply indecent. (Albert Einstein)
******************************************************************
The world is full of magical things, patiently waiting for our senses to grow sharper. (W. B. Yeats)

This is an interesting planet. It deserves all the attention you can give it. (Marilynne Robinson, novelist)

Today, the invisible multitudes still dominate the earth. From their viewpoint, we are a minority trespassing on their planet. Dr. Rene Dubos of the Rockefeller Institute estimates that the total mass of microbial life on earth is approximately 20 times greater than the total mass of animal life. (Rutherford Platt, in The Living World of Nature, p. 129)

“Johnnie,” asked the kindergarten teacher, “is the world round?” “No, ma’am,” was the reply. “It isn’t!” exclaimed the teacher. “Then I suppose it’s flat?” “No, ma’am.” “Well,” said the teacher with a smile, “if the world isn’t round and it isn’t flat, then what is it?” “My dad says it’s crooked,” said Johnnie matter-of-factly. (Bits & Pieces) 

In the fight between you and the world, back the world. (Franz Kafka)	

It appeared to me that God had given mankind sort of a stage to perform on. (Jim Lovell, former astronaut, who survived the near calamity of Apollo 13, talks about being one of the first to see the earth from deep space)

A magnetic catastrophe: About 42,000 years ago, Earth's magnetic poles flipped. Previous research has suggested that this event -- which happens every now and then, cosmically speaking -- had little impact. But a new study suggests that this switch in fact caused drastic environmental and climactic changes around the planet, reports The Guardian (U.K.). Earth's magnetic field acts as a shield against damaging solar radiation. When the poles switch or wobble, that protection weakens, leaving the planet more exposed to high-energy particles. Using radiocarbon analysis on the fossilized remains of kauri trees -- which can live for thousands of years -- from New Zealand, researchers were able to pinpoint the specific 800-year period when the magnetic field occurred. The researchers then looked at archaeological and climate records from that period and found that numerous environmental changes took place around the world: tropical rain belts shifted dramatically; an ice sheet started to stretch across North America; and a severe drought in Australia led to a die-off of megafauna. Co-author Chris Turney, from the University of New South Wales, says that the rise in the use of caves by our ancestors around this time may be down to the fact that they offered shelter from the harsh conditions outside. "It probably would have seemed like the end of days." (The Week magazine, March 12, 2021)

The universe is under no obligation to make sense to you. (Neil deGrasse Tyson, in Forbes)

The meaning of the world lies outside of the world. (David Berman, poet and songwriter)

What's the world for if you can't make it up the way you want it? (Toni Morrison, in Women’s Health)

There is only one mystery: the world. (Rene Magritte)

The world has only one purpose – to heal you and bring you joy. (Michael Ryce, in New Thought magazine)

In Mongolia, the horses outnumber the humans. (L. M. Boyd)

Parasites make up more than half the species on Earth, and that’s not even counting people. (L. M. Boyd)

In a Perfect World pro baseball players would complain about teachers being paid contracts worth millions of dollars. (John Gratton)
I can picture in my mind a world without war, a world without hate. And I can picture us attacking that world because they'd never expect it. (Jack Handey, humorist)
The world is round and the place which may seem like the end may also be the beginning. (Ivy Baker Priest)
The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so certain of themselves, and wiser people so full of doubts. (Bertrand Russell)
There are books in which the footnotes or comments scrawled by some reader's hand in the margin are more interesting than the text. The world is one of these books. (George Santayana)
Consciousness is the mere surface of our minds, of which, as of the Earth, we do not know the inside, but only the crust. (Arthur Schopenhauer, philosopher)
If we are sensitive to the world – if we are paying attention to how profoundly astonishing the world is – every second would make our hearts burst. (Lauren Groff, novelist, in The Wall Street Journal)
You cannot have a sparse planet any more than you can have half an animal. (James Lovelock, environmentalist)
The world cannot always understand a person's profession of faith, but it can understand service. (Ian Maclaren)
We look at the world once, in childhood / The rest is memory. (Louise Gluck, poet, in The Washington Post)
I feel that it is healthier to look at the world through a window than through a mirror. Otherwise, all you see is yourself and whatever is behind you. (Bill Withers)

Now for my No. 1 Wonder of the World. It is, quite simply, the place we live in. Of all celestial bodies within view, the most wonderful and mysterious is turning out to be our own planet Earth. It is a living organism, an immense organism, still developing, regulating itself, making its own oxygen, maintaining its own temperature, keeping all its intimate living parts connected and interdependent, including us. It can keep us awake and jubilant with questions for millennia ahead, if we can learn not to meddle and not to destroy. Our great hope is in being such a young species, thinking in language only a short while, still learning, still growing up. (Lewis Thomas, in Reader's Digest)
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