Practice Makes Perfect
Emma’s flaming red-hair and distinct Irish brogue made her a perfect choice for giving tours of the colonial Scotch-Irish farm at a pioneer museum in Virginia. After one tour, a man pulled her aside. “You were so informed,” he said. “But your accent was the best part. How did you perfect it?” Emma, who was born and raised on the old sod, smiled and said, “Years of practice.” (Nicole Ellis, in Reader’s Digest)
I answered the phone on my birthday to hear my father-in-law singing “Happy Birthday.” I thanked him and said, “It’s a good thing you got the right number.” “Well, the first time I didn’t,” he confessed, “but the woman I reached told me I needed the practice.” (L. Calder, in Reader’s Digest)
Let an Indian cobra bite a possum, and Mr. Possum will promptly die. But if a rattlesnake bites a possum, the possum’s blood pressure goes up a bit, that’s about all. Possums are used to rattlesnakes, but not cobras. Conditioning is everything. (L. M. Boyd)

A little boy visited his grandparents’ home and noticed his grandfather tossing coins into the kitchen sink. “What’cha doin’, Grandpop,” the boy inquired, “throwin’ all that money down the drain like that?” “Well, ya see, Son,” the old gent replied, “tomorrow we’re gonna go to the casinos at Atlantic City, and I need the practice. (John Daly, in The Saturday Evening Post)
One day of practice is like one day of clean living. It doesn’t do you any good. (Abe Lemons, basketball player and coach)

Practice does not make perfect; perfect practice makes perfect. (Vince Lombardi)

Leaving church one Sunday, an elderly couple ahead of me slowly moved down the narrow walk that led to the parking area. I tried to make my way around them, but they stopped to admire some flowers. When I tried to slip past, the woman bent to smell a red rose, blocking my passage. Then the man bent down to inhale its fragrance. I waited patiently, along with others. Then the man straightened up. “It took us almost a lifetime,” he called over his shoulder as they walked away, “to learn to do that.” (Jack Eppolito, in Catholic Digest)

An inventor fails 999 times, and if he succeeds once, he’s in. He treats his failures simply as practice shots. (Charles Kettering, inventor)
If I’ve learned nothing else, it’s that time and practice equal achievement. (Andre Agassi, in Open: An Autobiography)

Practice is a means of inviting the perfection desired. (Martha Graham)

I don’t know if I practiced more than anybody, but I sure practiced enough. I still wonder if somebody – somewhere – was practicing more than me. (Larry Byrd, in Drive: The Story of My Life)

The ordinary acts we practice every day at home are of more importance to the soul than their simplicity might suggest. (Thomas Moore, author and lecturer)

When he was in his mid-80s, the great cellist Pablo Casals kept practicing his instrument for four or five hours each day. Someone once asked him why at his age, he still worked so hard. “Because,” he said, “I have a notion that I am masking some progress.” (Leonard Lyons, in Reader’s Digest)

Many of us get interested in a field, but then the going gets tough, we see that other people are more successful, and we become discouraged and quit. But it is often the boring, repetitive sharpening of our skills that will ultimately make us to reach our goals. (Alan Loy McGinnis, in Reader’s Digest)

Thus ends tonight’s story. After seeing it, I think you’ll treat your neighbor more kindly. After all, he may be a former ax murderer. Of course, there’s nothing to worry about. He’s probably out of practice. (Alfred Hitchcock, in Alfred Hitchcock Presents)
Young surgeons practice skills for months on end, such a tying knots in a confined space or suturing. The refining of these skills is the surgeon’s main method of improving total performance. (Alan Loy McGinnis, in Reader’s Digest) 
If you think practice makes perfect, the chances are that you never had a child taking music lessons. (Bits & Pieces)

Good, better, best. Never let it rest. Until good is better and your better is best. (Tim Duncan, basketball player, quoting his mother)
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