Prejudice

Every bigot was once a child free of prejudice. (Sister Mary de Lourdes)

Prejudices are the chains forged by ignorance to keep men apart. (Countess of Blessington)

Common sense is the collection of prejudices acquired by age 18. (Albert Einstein)

Prejudice is a disease characterized by hardening of the categories. (William Arthur Ward, in Quote magazine)

I hate race discrimination most intensely and in all its manifestations. I have fought it all during my life; I fight it now, and will do so until the end of my days. Even although I now happen to be tried by one whose opinion I hold in high esteem, I detest most violently the set-up that surrounds me here. It makes me feel that I am a black man in a white man's court. This should not be. (Nelson Mandela, first court statement, 1962)

The mind of a bigot is like the pupil of the eye. The more light you pour upon it, the more it will contract. (Oliver Wendell Homes)

Too many of our prejudices are like pyramids upside down. They rest on tiny, trivial incidents, but they spread upward and outward until they fill our minds. (William McChesney Martin, Jr.)

Long ago, humans began labeling and cataloguing each other. Eventually, lighter-skinned humans became “whites,” darker-skinned humans became “blacks,” and people with intermediate skin tones became “yellow,” “red-,” and “brown-skinned.” These labels don’t reflect reality faithfully, and if you lined up 1,000 randomly selected people from across the earth, none of them would share exactly the same skin tone. Of course, the continuity of skin tone hasn’t stopped humans from assigning each other to discrete categories like “black” and “white” – categories that have no basis in biology but nonetheless go on to determine the social, political, and economic well-being of their members. These racial labels impose boundaries and categories on an infinitely complex social world, but once in place these boundaries are very difficult to dissolve. People are apt to resolve racial ambiguity by resorting to racial labels. (Adam Alter, in Drunk Tank Pink, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 10, 2013) 

Nearly half of all Americans say race relations in the country are in bad shape, and three in 10 acknowledge personal feelings of racial prejudice. While 60% of blacks say the election of Barack Obama would help race relations, only 38% of whites hold that view. (The Washington Post/ABC News, as it appeared in The Week magazine, July 4-11, 2008)

Prejudice is a raft onto which the shipwrecked mind clambers and paddles to safety. (Ben Hecht, author)

Prejudices are rarely overcome by argument; not being founded in reason, they cannot be destroyed by logic. (Tyron Edwards)

The rule for traveling abroad is to take our common sense with us, and leave our prejudices behind. (William Hazlitt)

A prejudice is a vagrant opinion without visible means of support. (Ambrose Bierce)
He flattered himself on being a man without any prejudices, and this pretension itself is a very great prejudice. (Anatole France)
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