Providence of God

Many, O Lord my God,

are thy wonderful works which though hast done.

(Psalm 40:5)
They that go down to the sea in ships,

that do business in great waters,

these see the works of the Lord and his wonders in the deep.

For he commands and raises the stormy wind,

which lifts up the waves thereof.

They mount up to the sky;
then they go down again to the depths:

their soul is troubled within them.

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man,
and are at their wit’s end.

Then they cry out to the Lord in their trouble
and he brings them out of their distresses,

He makes the storm a calm,
so that the waves thereof are still.
Then are they glad because they be quiet;

so he brings them to their desired haven.

Let the righteous of the Lord give thanks to him;
for his mercies are upon the children of men.

Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people,
and praise him in the assembly of the elders.


(Psalm 107:23-32)


No people have more reason to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand of Him who conducts the affairs of men, than do the people of the United States. (George Washington)

Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over a lantern in the barn and 3 square miles of Chicago went up in smoke. So goes the tale. Whether it’s true isn’t the point, though. The point is the strong southwest wind blew the fire away from Mrs. O’Leary’s house. It wasn’t even scorched. (L. M. Boyd)
How did South America’s Chile get another 100,000 square miles of territory in 1822? Well, an earthquake suddenly but permanently brought up that much more beach. (L. M. Boyd)
Cold weather, especially snow, tends to limit children’s activities. They can’t go to school in it, take out the garbage in it, go to the dentist in it or shovel the driveway in it. They can, however, ski in it, sled in it, ice skate in it, roll in it and eat it. (Erma Bombeck, Field Newspaper Syndicate)

Hurricanes and cyclones have been fated to change the course of history. The crew of Columbus’s fleet were planning a mutiny and might actually have carried it out – but for high winds and a heavy sea that scientists believe were caused by a hurricane. They carried on – and discovered America! (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 134)

A cyclone led to the founding of a nation. More than half a million East Pakistanis died after a massive cyclone in 1970. The Pakistani government was indifferent to their plight and they revolted, setting up the independent state of Bangladesh. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 134)

 A cyclone in Indiana in 1912 carried off a barn with 50 tons of hay in it and seeded a 40-acre field – just as if it had been done by machine! (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 135)
The Dalai Lama, ruler of Tibet, a prisoner of the Red Chinese in his own palace, announced he would escape on the afternoon of March 17, 1959 – that afternoon, although Red troops surrounded the palace and huge searchlights were trained on the building, the Dalai Lama and 80 companions escaped – under cover of a sudden sandstorm. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 303)

D-Day - June 6, 1944: Utah also was blessed with good luck. Blinded by gunsmoke and unaware they were being pushed off course by a swift ocean current, the landing craft of Utah’s first wave blundered onto a lightly defended beach south of their intended landing site. Later in the day, the Utah invaders linked up with 82nd and 101st Airborne paratroopers. (Rocky Mountain News)
America could have been a Latin type of nation. In 1588, the greatest armada that had ever been seen in the history of the world flowed out of Spain’s rivers into the ocean. The invincible Armada, the Spanish Armada, determined once and for all to crush and destroy the English. But it was not far from Lisbon, when a storm arose and destroyed a number of Spanish ships. In this weakened condition, they met the British, were routed and tried to flee the northern route past Scotland, but a succession of storms totally destroyed the “invincible” armada. England was left as the mistress of the seas. Therefore, Anglo-Saxons and the Celtics were to be the dominant force in modern Europe, rather than the Latins. (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
A great storm saved Greece from invasion in the fifty century B.C. Xerxes the Great of Persia had a great army, but the day the fleet was to set out, a violent storm sank over 400 ships with many soldiers on board. The once invincible Persians had been conquered – by Nature. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 135)

Even a hurricane was used by God to shape our institutions. In the Leeward Islands, before the time of the Revolution, a great hurricane blasted those islands, as many had done before. But there was a young 15 year old boy who witnessed this particular storm’s fury on the island of Nevus. And he wrote a magnificently stated graphic account which he sent to a newspaper where it was printed and picked up by other newspapers. Overnight, this 15 year-old boy discovered that he was a celebrity in the West Indies. His precociousness observed, he was sent to Boston and New York for schooling, and thus Alexander Hamilton, whose brilliance helped forge the documents and institutions of this nation, struck a match to light the American flame for independence. But it was all ignited through Him that rides upon the storm. (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
The Mongol army of Kublai Khan tried to invade Japan in 1281 but was foiled by a hurricane that wrecked their fleet. The invaders who had made it to Japan were massacred. The Japanese named that hurricane kamikaze, “the divine wind.” In World War II, the term was used for a Japanese suicide air force whose fliers crashed their bomb-laden planes into their targets. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 256)
Mount St. Helens now has the largest fuel thermal water supply pumping under the molten lava which makes the finest turbine of power coming from a tragedy you have ever seen. The state of Washington had the biggest tourist trade in the country. The $4.7 billion they lost when St. Helens erupted will soon be back in there till. (Denis Waitley)
Those into art know of J. M. W. Turner’s pastoral paintings renowned for their spectacular red skies. What many don’t know, though, is that he painted them in the late summer of 1815. In June 1815, the East Indian volcano Tambor exploded, sending red sunsets worldwide. (L. M. Boyd)

When the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, they found a hidden store of grain in an abandoned Indian settlement. It was in a glade that had already been cleared and farmed. The Indian colony had been wiped out by smallpox four years earlier. How they contracted it is not known. (L. M. Boyd)
Or consider His providential hand during the colonial period. At the Pilgrims’ coming, these shores fairly bristled with tomahawks, arrows, and hostile natives all along the east coast, as the Spanish discovered when they tried to settle in Florida. One of the fiercest of those tribes dwelt near Plymouth, which most surely would have slaughtered those Pilgrims in the first few days of their arrival. However, a pestilence had come and destroyed virtually all of them, leaving nothing but the corn they had stored up for winter, the same corn which saved the Pilgrims from utter extinction during that first winter. There is probably no place else on the east coast of America, where they could have landed and survived. In fact, you may know that the Pilgrims tried to leave and go farther South but again, the winds drove them back again! These same winds under the direction of the invisible hand of the Almighty, who conducts the affairs of men. (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
In May 1698, King Louis XIV of France ordered a road to be built through Great Bayard Rock, near Dinant in Belgium. The day before work was to start, a meteorite split the rock, creating a natural roadway that’s still used today! (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 129)

And then again, Washington’s army was trapped in Trenton. The ground was muddy from rain and the artillery could not be moved. The British, seeking the helpless condition of the American army, and the lateness of the hour, determined to rest during the night, believing the Americans safe from escape. But, during the night, the wind changed and came from the north, and the temperature plummeted. The wet ground froze solid as concrete and Washington, taking the advantage, led his artillery away, down a side road. By down, he had again escaped. (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
A typhoon in March 1889 actually made peace between Germany and the U.S. After the Germans attacked American property in Samoa in March 1889, three U.S. warships were sent to the scene. But a sudden typhoon sank all the German and American ships before any fighting could take place! (Ripley’s Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 134)

Although volcanoes are mostly viewed as destructive, they have contributed steam heat for schools, hot water for laundries, electric power and therapeutic springs in various parts of the world. (Barbara Seuling, in Geography, p. 30)
Maybe you didn’t know you owe your life to volcanoes. Were it not for their exhaled nitrogen, hydrogen, carbon dioxide and whatever else, you and I wouldn’t make it, according to experts. (L. M. Boyd)

And there are so many other acts of providence. Once during the French and Indian wars, an Indian lay in concealment and leaped up and fired at George Washington when he was only three or four paces away. He missed him and was captured. Another Indian shot 15 bullets at Washington and missed him 15 times. Washington had two horses shot out from under him. He had numerous bullet holes in his coat. He was never once wounded in all of the years that he served his country. It seemed that he was indestructible. One time, outside Philadelphia, Major Ferguson of the British Army was with his troops, lying in the woods, when a horseman came out of the woods opposite them into a plain approaching where they were waiting in ambush. As the horseman was looking over the site, he saw a tall man with a tall hat who rode very close to where Major Ferguson was. The major stepped out of concealment and aimed his rifle at him and said, “Stop!” At which time, this soldier stopped, looked at the Major, but simply trotted slowly on, turning his back moving away. The Major leveled his gun between the shoulder blades of the retreating figure and said he could easily have put four or five bullets in his back. But he hated to shoot a man in the back. He learned later that that figure was George Washington. He later said, “I wish that I had known who it was.” (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
In the Revolutionary War, George Washington was shot through his hat, through his coat, but never through him. (L. M. Boyd)
You know that big Yellowstone fire? It activated lodge pole pine cones, some of which have been dormant since the late 1500s. You’re going to see trees there that have been lying around waiting for a fire for centuries. (L. M. Boyd)

And then of course, there was Yorktown. Many people do not realize that when Cornwallis discovered he was trapped at Yorktown with no place for him to go, he decided to emulate what Washington had done. Consequently, during that final night, he determined to make his escape and under cover of darkness, he began to slip away with his army in boats. But when a good portion of his army was afloat in small boats, a sudden storm came up and swamped them, leaving Cornwallis in utter despair. The following morning, he and his British troops came out between twin lines of Americans, to the slow beat of drums, carrying the white flag of surrender. For indeed. He who planteth His feet upon the sea and rideth upon the storm had determined that it was neither to be Britain’s state church nor her monarchy that would govern America. Rather America, would be a free nation and it would be that same Puritan and evangelical form of Christianity which would give birth to the nation. (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
How did that come to be? Do you realize, were it not for the providential hand, the invisible hand of the Almighty God, you could have been Zoroastrians – one and all? Let’s go back. It is the 5th century, B.C., 490 in fact, and the great and almost innumerable armies of the Persians have landed at Marathon. The small army of Greece seems totally incapable of fending off this massive attack. But the fact was that the rains had fallen and the marshes of Marathon were thick with water, immobilizing the huge armies of the Persians; this fact allowed the smaller and more mobile Greeks to gain the victory on the land? Ten years later, the final and crushing blow was given by the Greeks to the Persians in the naval battle at Salamis. The victory was due partly to a great storm that destroyed some 200 of the Persian ships, allowing the Greeks again to stave off the Persians’ attack. Had this not been done, the Persians could have swept across Europe. In fact, instead of being Occidental, we would be Orientals, under the Zoroastrian religion of Persia but for the fact that God placed His footsteps on the sea and rode upon that storm. (Dr. D. James Kennedy, in Let Us Remember)
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