The Twelve Days of Christmas
Catholics in England during the period 1558-1839 were prohibited by law from any practice of their faith, public or otherwise. According to popular urban myth, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” was written as a Catechism Song to help young Catholics memorize the tenets of their faith and avoid being caught with anything in writing.
The True Love referred to God himself, the Me in every baptized person.
The Partridge in a Pear Tree is Jesus Christ the Son of God. In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge, which feigns injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, an expression of Christ’s sadness over the fate of Jerusalem.
The Two Turtle Doves are the Old and the New Testaments.
The Three French Hens are Faith, Hope, and Charity, the theological virtues.
The Four Calling Birds are the four Gospels and/or the four Evangelists.
The Five Golden Rings are the first five books of the Old Testament, which give the history of “man’s” fall from grace.
Six Geese a Laying are the six days of Creation.
Seven Swans a Swimming are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments.
Eight Maids a Milking are the eight beatitudes.
Nine Ladies Dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit.
Ten Lords a Leaping are the Ten Commandments.
Eleven Pipers Piping are the eleven faithful apostles.
Twelve Drummers Drumming are the twelve points of doctrine of the Apostles’ Creed. (Cumbrian church newsletter, as it appeared in Hunter Davies’ Book of Lists, p. 52)
***********************************************************************
In the circa 1700 carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” the fourth day’s gift is “collied” birds (black birds), not “calling” birds. What’s more, the five golden rings aren’t jewelry but ringed pheasants. (Jeff Rovin, in The Unbelievable Truth, p. 120)
The cost of all the items in the “Twelve Days of Christmas” song – including the repetitions – rose by 1.6 percent from last year, to $66,334. The 200 percent jump in the price of a French hen (now $45 was the largest percentage gain. (CNNmoney.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 10, 2004)
A more expensive ‘Twelve Days’: The cost of the gifts in the “Twelve Days of Christmas” – turtle doves, golden rings, and all – will set you back more than $107,000 this year, said Nick Carbone in Time.com. Last year, the price of the 364 gifts accumulated over the course of the song topped six figures for the first time. This year, the price jumped another 6.1 percent, and inflation and the rising price of gold explain only part of it. The biggest price driver was the six geese a-laying, the cost of which increased 29.6 percent “due to high feed costs prompted by this summer’s Midwest drought. “A single set of the 78 items listed in the final verse of the song can be had for the relative bargain of $25,431.l8. But beware of ordering online. Shoppers who want their items delivered will pay $15,000 more “mainly due to exorbitant prices for shipping live birds.” (The Week magazine, December 7, 2012)
Assembling the gifts of “The 12 Days of Christmas” – including 12 drummers drumming and 11 pipers piping – will cost your true love a record $24,263 this holiday season. When the gifts from all the repeated verses are added up (not just one partridge, but 12), the 364 gifts total a hefty $101,119.84. (The Atlantic, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 23, 2011)
A total of 364 gifts are given by the lover in the song “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 11)
The swans, dancing ladies, and other goods itemized in “The Twelve Days of Christmas” would cost $ 96,824 this year, a 10.8 percent increase over last year, says PNC Wealth Management in its 27th annual valuation of the song’s inventory. Five gold rings saw the biggest jump – a 30 percent rise to $ 649.95. (USA Today, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 10, 2010)
Holiday shoppers who buy all the gifts in the “12 Days of Christmas” would spend $27,393 in 2013. That’s up 116 percent from 1984, when they came to $12,673. (TheAtlantic.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 13, 2013)
As the kids listen to “On The 12th Day of Christmas” being sung on the TV, Billy says: “Her true love sure gave her a bunch of weird presents.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
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