The Trouble With …

… advice is that you seldom know whether it is good or bad until you no longer need it. (Bits & Pieces)

… air conditioners is that they make it feel so hot outside. (Mack Stanley)

… Americans today is that they’re money mad. They look at what’s happening to their money, and they get mad. (Quoted by Earl Wilson, in Reader’s Digest)

… being No. 1 in the world – at anything – is that it takes a certain mentality to attain that position in the first place, and that is something of a driving, perfectionist attitude, so that once you do achieve No. 1, you don’t relax and enjoy it. (Billie Jean King with Frank Deford, in Billie Jean)

… being overweight is that you’re afraid of your own shadow. (Orben’s Comedy Fillers)

… being punctual is that nobody’s there to appreciate it. (Franklin P. Jones)

… being put in your place is that it’s not the place you think you belong. (Richard Armour)

… being the strong, silent type is that you never get waited on. (Doug Larson)

… cash flow is that the tide always seems to be going out. (Doug Larson, United Feature Syndicate)
… death is that it doesn't fit with anything else in my plans. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

… doing nothing is that it’s too difficult to tell when you’re finished. (Nathan S. Mitchell, in Good Housekeeping)

The main trouble with holding elections is that you don’t know in advance how they’re going to turn out. (Lord MacLehose, former Hong Kong governor)

… experience is that it usually teaches you something you really didn’t want to know. (Bits & Pieces)


… having a place for everything is how often it gets filled up with everything else. (Don Fraser, in Denton, Texas, Record-Chronicle)

… having an hourglass figure is that the sands of time always end up in the bottom half. (Judy L. Spahl)

… most folks isn’t so much their ignorance, as knowing so many things that ain’t so. (Josh Billings)

… mornings is that they come when you’re not awake. (Rex Stout)
… our times is that the future is not what it used to be. (Paul Valery)

… people who don’t have much to say is that you have to listen so long to find out. (Quoted by Ann Landers, Creators Syndicate)

… people who talk too fast is that they often say something they haven’t thought of yet. (Bits & Pieces)

In preparation for a town-planning project, a member of a survey team knocked on a door and said to the woman who opened it, “I represent the planning board. . . .” Before the caller could get any further, the housewife interrupted. “That’s wonderful,” she enthused. “What with the population explosion, we certainly need planning. When my husband and I got married, we planned our family – a boy and a girl.” “But I’m not in people planning,” the survey-taker stammered. “I’m in town planning, However, one of my questions is, ‘How many children have you?’ So I’ll put down two. Right?” “Wrong,” said the lady of the house. “Put down seven. That’s the trouble with planning. We’re still waiting for the girl.” (Charles Pearson, in Albany, N.Y. Knickerbocker News)

… taking the middle-of-the-road position is that you’re likely to get run over from either direction. (Keith Donlough, in Grit)
… unemployment is that the minute you wake up in the morning, you’re on the job. (Slappy White, comedian)

… using experience as a guide is that the final exam often comes first – and then the lesson. (Bits & Pieces)
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