Bible Opinions

The writers of the early books of the Bible, writing for a purpose, took the ancient stories much as a gardener takes a stick and uses it as a trellis for a vine, being interested in the stick only insofar as it will serve the vine. Thus he book the ancient stories of Canaan, rewrote them to suit his great major purpose, then attached truths about God to them and gave them to his people. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 55)
If you believe what you like in the Gospel and reject what you do not like, it is not the Gospel you believe, but yourself. (St. Augustine)
Most people are bothered by those passages of Scripture they do not understand, but the passages that bother me are those I do understand.
(Mark Twain)
Southern Baptist preacher Bob Harrington, commenting on his fundamental beliefs: “I not only believe every word in the Bible, I even believe the leather is genuine.” (Bill Surface, in New York Times magazine)

Unless we form the habit of going to the Bible in bright moments as well as in trouble, we cannot fully respond to its consolations because we lack equilibrium between light and darkness. (Helen Keller)

Had the Bible been in clear straightforward language, had the ambiguities and contradictions been edited out, and had the language been constantly modernized to accord with contemporary taste it would almost certainly have been, or become, a work of lesser influence.
(John Kenneth Galbraith, Economics, Peace & Laughter)

The Bible is, in its inner or spiritual meaning, a record of the experiences and the development of the human soul and of the whole being of man; also it is a treatise on man’s relation to God, the creator and Father. (Charles Fillmore)

The Bible can be read on three levels with all three making some sense. On the physical level we seem to have a historical account of persons and places; on the mental level we have great rules for right living; but, on the spiritual level, a whole new depth of meaning opens up for those who are ready for it. I call it the spiritual meaning which opens up for us as spiritual growth. (Cornelia Addington)
When you read God's word, you must constantly be saying to yourself, “It is talking to me, and about me.” (Soren Kierkegaard, in For Self Examination)

The 3-fold nature of the Bible:

Body – a teacher of history

Soul – a teacher of morals

Spirit – a teacher of Truth. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 56)
The Bible is not only ancient, but oriental. This adds to the difficulty of understanding its message. It is characteristic of oriental writings to be free in form, highly imaginative, very picturesque, strikingly dramatic, and quite often given to the gigantesque. The Bible reflects this tendency. Writers of the Bible used the boldest of imagery, as in Daniel where there are beasts with ten horns and iron teeth, and in Ezekiel where there are creatures each having the likeness of a man with four faces, and four wings -- highly symbolical language undoubtedly having meaning to the people of that day which they understood. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 55)

Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years. (Charles Haddon Spurgeon)
The purpose of the Bible story is not to relate history but to tell a universal story about faith as risk -- daring to set out for a Promised Land. Is the story true? Of course it is, whether literally or not.
(Jeffery L. Sheler, U.S. in News & World Report)

Through the reading of popular books, I soon reached the conviction that much in the stories of the Bible could not be true. (Albert Einstein)
It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible. (George Washington)
The Bible is a source of great wealth that must be mined. On the surface the great Truth is but sparsely discovered. But if we dig deeper into the true inner meaning, we find it tells a story that is incomparable – the story of man in his upward climb to spirituality. (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 56)
The trouble with most sacred texts: there are no answers in the back of the book. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
The Bible may be the truth, but it is not the whole truth and nothing but the truth. (Samuel Butler)
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