Bible Funnies
I thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast hidden these things from the wise and understanding 
and revealed them to babes. 
(St. Matthew 11:25)

Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.
(St. Luke 9:48)

Billy draws a picture of an airplane carrying four passengers. The picture is supposed is depict Jesus, Mary, and Joseph’s flight into Egypt. The mother asks: “Who’s the 4th person you’ve added?” The child answers: “That’s Pontius the Pilate.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Had there been only five commandments it might have been easier on the third-grade students I tutor. When one of them got to number six, he insisted the commandment declared, “Thou shalt not admit adultery.” (Christine Lua)
When my great-grandson Trevor was in first grade, he was studying the Ten Commandments with his mother. When they came to the Sixth Commandment – Thou shalt not commit adultery – Trevor said, “I know what that means. You can’t cut down an adult tree.” (Beulah Ann Oskey, in Country magazine)

“Do you know what happened to Adam and Eve in the Bible?” I asked one seven-year-old boy. “Sure,” he said. “They ate the apple and then God told them to get out of the Garden of Eden, so they went to the airport.” “I’m not sure they went to the airport,” I told him, “because airports hadn’t been invented yet.” “Well,” he said, “that’s how they got out of town when God told them they had to move.” (Bill Cosby)
Here are some answers from a quiz in a first-grade Sunday-school class: “Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day and a ball of fire by night.” “Samson slew the Philistines with the axe of the apostles.” “Solomon, one of David’s son, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.” (George Kottwitz, in The Lutheran Witness)

Linus: “Look, Charlie Brown, my application not to go to camp was accepted.” Charlie Brown: “You, too?” Linus: “Boy, what a relief! No summer camp. We have escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have escaped! King David, Psalm 124.”  Charlie Brown: “I never realized that King David worried about going to camp.” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)

Moses says to his associate: “Forget about taking along bait to fish! We're crossing the Red Sea in a hurry!” (The Clergy Journal cartoon)
Where is the first baseball game in the Bible? In the big inning, Eve stole first, Adam stole second. Cain struck out Abel, and the Prodigal Son came home. The Giants and the Angels were rained out. (Tidbits of Denver)

Dear God, I read the Bible. What does begat mean? Nobody will tell me. Alison. (The Laffatorium Web site)  
Dolly: “Besides the Bible, did God write any other books?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
Man says to the agent: “We’d like to bring to the screen the David and Goliath story. Who do we negotiate with for the rights?” (The Clergy Journal cartoon)

One day, the zoo keeper noticed that the orangutan was reading two books -- the Bible and Darwin's “The Origin of the Species.” “Why are you reading both of those books?” the keeper asked the ape. “Well,” said the orangutan, “I just wanted to know if I was my brother's keeper or my keeper's brother.” (Rodney & Cathy's Joke List)

Linus: “I sort of figured that you’d be here, Charlie Brown.” Charlie Brown: “I tried to go to camp. I really did. I went down to the bus station, but I just couldn’t get on the bus. That’s when I came back here to the pitcher’s mound. I’ve been sitting here for two days. Maybe I’ll sit here for the rest of my life.” Linus: “Even Job got up from among the ashes eventually.” Charlie Brown: “Job never had to worry about going to summer camp.” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)
A Sunday-school class was concerned about one member’s mother, who was in the hospital. The teacher suggested that each child sign a get-well card to send the mother and write a Bible verse after his name. One little boy opened his Bible and made his selection, Matthew 5:26. He wrote: “Truly, I say to you, you will never get out till you have paid the last penny.” (Rev. A. J. Tavenner, in Reader’s Digest)
A monk his entire adult life, Brother Andrew was responsible for training new scribes in the art of copying by hand -- word for word -- the holy writs. One day an eager new scribe, Brother Jonathan, asked if anyone had ever made a mistake. “Oh, no,” said Brother Andrew. “These words have always been correctly copied from generation to generation.” Skeptical, Brother Jonathan asked Brother Andrew how he knew. “My son,” said Brother Andrew as he shuffled off toward the monastery's library, “let me get you the first volume ever written and you will see that it is just as correct today as it was then.” Many hours passed. Finally Brother Jonathan decided he had better check on the elderly monk. At the library, he spotted Brother Andrew sitting alone in a candlelit corner, tears running down his wrinkled cheeks. “What's the matter?” Brother Jonathan asked. “I can't believe it,” Brother Andrew responded, his voice quivering with emotion. “The word is celebrate. Cel-e-BRATE! not celebate.” (Catherine E. Tiller, in Reader's Digest )

Know what we learned in Bible class? The Lord is my chauffeur, I shall not walk. (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Which came first, the chicken or the egg? The Bible claims fowl. “And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creatures that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth.’” Modern scientists hedge by saying neither -- both are alternating stages in life's never-ending progression. We like the reply of one thoughtful woman who, when asked by a child, answered, “Chickens. Because God would never lay an egg.” (Modern Maturity)
The third-grade class had just finished the week’s Bible study on the Exodus and entry to Canaan. The teacher asked for students’ questions. “Mr. Morkert,” Billy called to the teacher, “there is one thing I didn’t understand.” “What’s that?” asked the teacher. “Well, according to our Bible history book, the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea, right?” “Right,” Mr. Morkert confirmed. “And the children of Israel fought and won the battle at Jericho, right?” “That right.” “And the Children of Israel built the temple, right?” “That’s also correct,” agreed the teacher. “So what’s your question, Billy?” “What I’d like to know,” Billy continued, “is what were all the grown-ups doing?” (The Lutheran Witness)
Children’s take on the Bible: In the first book, Guiness, God got tired of creating the world, so he took the Sabbath off. Noah’s wife was Joan of Ark. Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by night.  Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the Apostles. Moses died before he ever reached Canada. Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol. (Rocky Mountain News)

Ways the Bible would be different if written by college students: Last Supper would have been eaten the next morning, cold. Ten Commandments are actually only five, double-spaced and written in a large font. New edition every two years in order to limit reselling.  Forbidden fruit would have been eaten because it wasn’t dorm food.  Paul’s Letter to the Romans becomes Paul’s E-Mail To: abuse@romans,gov. Instead of God creating the world in six days and resting on the seventh, he would have put it off until the night before it was due and then pulled an all-nighter. (Rocky Mountain News)  
When my 9-year-old grandson left his homework at home one day, his dad picked it up and noticed it was the Ten Commandments. He had written Thou shalt not lie, Thou shalt not steal, and so on. But one really stood out: Thou shalt not date thy neighbor’s wife. (Dorothy Henggelon, in Catholic Digest)

Frank says to Ernest while walking into the church and reading the church marquee which says <This Sunday: The 10 Commandments>: “My parents raised me according to only one commandment: ‘Thou shalt not anything’.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
Roger Babson always liked to weave religious paragraphs into his talks. At one meeting of business men he quoted the Ten Commandments verbatim. After the dinner one of the guests rushed up to the head table to tell him how helpful that quotation would be if it were only printed and distributed. “Wherever did you get it?" he asked. “Do you know if it is copyrighted?" (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 54)
A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments and had reached the last one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what it was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall and quoted, “Thou shall not 
the covers off thy neighbor’s wife.” (Rocky Mountain News)
The one commandment that threw me was “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.” Now I was 7, and I always thought the priest was saying, “Thou do not cover your neighbor’s wife.” You can cover all the other wives in the neighborhood, and you’re home free. But the minute you cover your neighbor’s wife, you’d better get to Confession.” (Bob Newhart, in Catholic Digest)  

The teacher in our Bible class asked a woman to read from the Book of Numbers about the Israelites wandering in the desert. “The Lord heard you when you wailed, ‘If only we had meat to eat!’” she began. “Now the Lord will give you meat. You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, or ten or twenty days, but for a month – until you loathe it.” When the woman finished, she paused, looked up and said, “Hey, isn’t that the Atkins diet?” (David Martino, in Reader’s Digest)

The children of Israel wandered the desert for 40 years. Even in Biblical times, men wouldn’t ask for directions. (Rumesa Khalid)

Religious sects and cults were the subject of a course I took at Wake Forest University. During one class, the professor was explaining the many ways that cults interpret Biblical references to predict the end of the world. To underline the arbitrary nature of such forecasts, the instructor assigned us to use the Bible to come up with our own doomsday predictions. Immediately a student’s hand went up. “Yes?” asked the professor. “Do we get extra credit if we’re right?” (Steven L. Perricone, in Reader’s Digest)
My husband had been preaching sermons on the importance of daily Bible reading. When we were invited to a parishioner's home, I was amused to see the note she had written on the kitchen calendar: “Pastor/Mrs. for dinner -- Dust all Bibles.” (H. K., in Reader's Digest)

A small boy saw a Bible, not too recently dusted, lying on a shelf in his home. He asked his mother whose book it was. “It is God’s book,” she said. “Well,” the boy commented, “don’t you think we should return it?  Nobody seems to read it here!” (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 54)
My brother-in-law has a great e-mail address. It starts PS81_10b@, to represent the second half of the Bible verse Psalms 81:10, which states, “Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.” By the way, he’s a dentist. (Jeanne Warsing, in Reader’s Digest)

In our parish I was attending my niece's Confirmation. Before the bishop administered the sacrament, he told us that he was not going to ask any questions. “The last time I did that,” he said, “I asked a young lady, ‘What is an Epistle?' She hemmed and hawed for a moment, and then blurted out, ‘An Epistle is the wife of an Apostle.’” (Jean M. Miller, in Catholic Digest)

One day, I was teaching the external signs of the seven sacraments to my fifth-grade class. After explaining that the pouring of the water and the words of the priest are the external signs of Baptism, the class caught on quickly; they did well, in fact, until we got to Matrimony. All the students were stumped except Joshua, who raised his hand excitedly. “I know, I know,” he said. “The outward sign of Holy Matrimony is the limo outside the church.” (James Souza, in Catholic Digest)

“Are you a religious man?” asked the magistrate. “Yes, sir,” replied the witness. “Familiar with the Bible?” “Rather," answered the witness.
“I bet I've kissed it fifty times in court.” (London Winner)
While reading the Bible, Mother Goose says: “I love this verse, ‘But many that are first shall be last. And the last shall be first.’” Grimm: “Try telling that to a sled dog.” (Mike Peters, in Mother Goose & Grimm comic strip)
A fourth-grader approached me at Epiphany School Library where I am librarian. “Sister, do you have any books about the first woman?” “Would you like a Bible book? One about Eve?” I asked, as I tried to think of the fourth-grade reading level. “Oh no, Sister,” she replied.  “I want a book about Hillary Clinton.” (Sister M. Thomas Magee, in Catholic Digest) 
A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read: “The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked back and was turned to salt.” The boy looked puzzled. “What is it?” asked his father. “I was just wondering,” said the boy, “what happened to the flea?” (Rocky Mountain News)

The people who followed the Lord were called the 12 opossoms. (Jack Ray, in Reader’s Digest)

In our parish a three-year-old was listening to her grandmother reading aloud from Genesis. After she had finished, the girl seemed lost in thought. “Well, dear,” asked her grandmother, “what do you think of it?” “Oh, I love it,” the girl replied. “You never know what God is going to do next.” (Gladys Kent, in Catholic Digest)

A little boy, after having many weeks of Sunday School lessons devoted to the Old Testament, and then coming to the first lesson in the New Testament, remarked to one of his classmates after Sunday school: “Boy, God sure got better as He got older, didn’t He?” (Eric Butterworth, in Discover The Power Within You, p. 31)

At Sunday School they were teaching how God created everything, including human beings. Little Johnny seemed especially intent when they told him how Eve was created out of one of Adam’s ribs. Later in the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he were ill. “Johnny,” she asked, “What’s the matter?” “My side hurts,” he said. “I think I’m going to have a wife.” (Rocky Mountain News)
A Sunday School teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan, in which a man was beaten, robbed and left for dead. She described the situation in vivid detail so her students would catch the drama. Then, she asked the class, “If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would you do?” A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, “I think I’d throw up.” (Miracles Magazine)
A nun was telling some children about John the Baptist and said that at one time he had lived in the wilderness, and eaten wild honey and locusts. When a child asked what locusts were, the nun replied, “They’re like grasshoppers.” “He ate grasshoppers?” one girl said, aghast.  “What’s wrong with that?” demanded a boy. “My grandmother drinks them.” (James Dent, in Charleston, W. Va. Gazette)

Lars: “You know, Axel, if you ever find yourself without direction in life, I know of a book that can help to provide structure and purpose to daily living.” Axel: “The Bible?” Lars: “TV Guide.” (J. C. Duffy, in The Fusco Brothers comic strip)
While reading New Testament stories to my 3-year-old granddaughter, I came to the passage about Herod. As I read about King Herod wanting to find the Baby King and kill Him, she looked up at me sternly. “He ought to be in jail with that attitude,” she said. (Hedy Rackers, in Catholic Digest) 
A Sunday school teacher said to her children, “We have been learning how powerful kings and queens were in Bible times. But, there is a higher power. Can anybody tell me what it is?” One child blurted out, “Aces!” (Miracles Magazine)

History according to sixth-grade students from Chicago Catholic schools: “Ancient Egypt was inhabited by mummies and they all wrote in hydraulics. They lived in the Sarah Dessert. The climate of the Sarah is such that the inhabitants have to live elsewhere. The Bible is full of interesting caricatures. In the first book of the Bible, Guiness is, Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. One of their children, Can, asked, “Am I my brother’s son?” Moses led the Hebrew slaves to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened bread, which is bread without any ingredients. Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the Ten Commandments. He died before he reached Canada.” (Denver Rocky Mountain News) 

Why is there so little humor in any of the Holy Books? (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
“Can any little girl or boy tell me who Job was?” asked the Sunday School teacher. After a moment’s pause one small boy replied: “A doctor.” “A doctor! Oh, dear no, wherever did you get that idea?” “Please, Miss, did you never hear of the patients of Job?” (Arkansas Baptist)  

Dear God, I would like to know why all the things you said are in red. 

(Stuart Hample & Eric Marshall, Children’s Letters to God)
“You see,” she said, “had the lamb been obedient and stayed in the flock, it would not have been eaten by the wolf, would it?” “No, ma’am,” answered one small boy, “it would have been eaten by people.” (Bits & Pieces)

In our parish Sister Colette was teaching a religion class when she came to the passage in St. Paul, “Five times I received 40 lashes save one.”  Sister said, “That’s a very unusual way of saying 39.  Perhaps St. Paul wanted to impress them just as much by the way he said it, as well as by what he said.” “Oh, no, Sister,” piped a young lad. “St. Paul was talking in Roman numerals. That’s the way they talked in those days.” (Sister Mary Claude, in Catholic Digest)
There are 773,692 words in the King James Bible (excluding Apocrypha), and 3,566,480 letters. For proof, any Doubting Thomas may simply count the letters for himself. (James Meyer, in Mammoth Book of Trivia, p. 381)

A student was asked to list the Ten Commandments, in any order. The answer? Three, six, one. . . .” (Catholic Digest)
The Sunday School teacher explained to a Bible class how Lot’s wife looked back and suddenly turned into a pillar of salt. A young boy raised his hand, and said, “My mother looked back when she was driving and turned into a fire hydrant.” (Sam Ewing)
I have spent a lot of time searching through the Bible for loopholes.
(W. C. Fields)

As a religious education teacher, I was going over a lesson on the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed. When I got to the section, “Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate,” I explained that Pilate felt Jesus was innocent but was afraid of releasing Jesus to the mob outside his door. Joe raised his hand. “I just don’t understand,” he remarked. “Why would the Mafia want Jesus to die?” That’s when I realized that The Godfather had aired the previous night. The “mob” Joe was thinking about wasn’t quite what I’d had in mind. (B. J. Cook, in Catholic Digest)
As Dolly reads the Bible to her little brother she says: “And they knew the baby in the basket was Moses by checkin’ the name on his driver’s license.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

While reading the Bible to her little brothers, Dolly comments: “Moses wasn’t feelin’ well, so God gave him some tablets.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
When the Lord told Moses that he was destined to lead the Israelites out of Egypt, He said: “Moses, I have some good news and some bad news for you. The good news is that you will divide the waters of the Red Sea. Now the bad news is that before you do, you'll have to file an Environmental Impact Statement in triplicate.” (General Features Corporation)

I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible a whole lot more as they get older. Then it dawned on me: They're cramming for their final exam. (Rocky Mountain News)
One day, I had my fourth-grade CCD class pantomime the story of the Good Samaritan. I had no trouble getting someone to play the part of the robbers. As the victim was lying on the floor, Jeff, the Good Samaritan, was standing in the corner and going through many maneuvers. “What,” I finally asked him, “are you doing?” “I’m making him a peanut butter sandwich,” he said. (Helen Byrne, in Catholic Digest) 
At a recent meeting for Religious Education teachers, my friend Carol told us she always asks her students to research one interesting fact about their patron saints' lives, such as the country they lived in, or their occupation. According to Carol, she'd told one student, named Joan, to find something interesting about Joan of Arc -- other than the fact she was born in France. Another student, however, thought the stipulation unfair. “You didn't tell the rest of us that,” the student protested. Carol calmly defended her position. “Telling her Joan of Arc was born in France hardly gives anything away,” she explained. “Every Catholic knows that Joan of Arc was French.” As Carol turned back to the board she heard Joan whisper to her friend. “I didn't know she was born in France,” Joan said. “I just knew she was the one swallowed by the whale.” (Christine O. Shestak, in Catholic Digest)

One morning, a Sunday-school teacher asked her group if they knew who had defeated the Philistines. After a few moments one youngster asked, “They’re not in the NBA, are they?” (James Dent, in Charleston, W.Va. Gazette)
My family was preparing for the Denver trip with our church group to see Pope John Paul for World Youth Day this past August. I was overwhelmed by the immensity of the job the planners of this event had undertaken in order to make things go smoothly. “I just can’t imagine 200,000 people!” I said to my 16-year-old son, Sam. “Where will we go to the bathroom? And how are they going to feed all of us?” “Well, Mom,” Sam quickly replied, “they take these five loaves and these two fishes . . .” (Ann Mauck, in Catholic Digest)

When our son Ron was in first grade, we helped him review his ABC’s and also learn some Scripture by making colorful cards with Bible verses on them. Each started with a letter of the alphabet. One December morning, just before leaving for school, Ron asked if he could have one of his Christmas presents. I answered, “Of course not. What makes you think that?” “Well, it says, ‘Ask, and it shall be given to you’,” he said. “I guess I should have gone to, “Seek, and ye shall find’.” He didn’t get an early gift that day, but he sure gave me a chuckle. (Mrs. Frank Carlson, in Country magazine)
At Sunday school, the topic was Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The teacher explained that Elijah built an altar, placed wood upon it, cut the sacrificial bullock in pieces and laid them on the wood. He then commanded that the people fill four jars with water and pour the water over the sacrifice. “Why do you think they did that?” asked the teacher.  A little girl raised her hand and said, “To make gravy.” (Bill Dana)  
The proprietor of a country store, who professedly ran his business strictly on biblical principles, would always quote a Scripture verse whenever he rang up a sale on the cash register. For example, if a little boy bought some candy, the owner would say, “Mark 10:14: Suffer the little children to come unto me and forbid them not.” If he sold a customer an article of clothing, he would say, “Matthew 6:30: Shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?" One day a stranger came in, looking for a particular kind of hat. When the stranger asked if he had a more expensive hat, the owner produced a hat which, though really the same price, he said was twenty-five dollars more. When the owner rang up the sale, and the customer departed, bystanders in the store wondered how the owner would fit this shady deal with Scripture. Finally he said, “Matthew 25:35: He was a stranger, and I took him in.” (Leslie B. & Bernice Flynn, in Humorous Incidents & Quips, p. 19)

The third-grade class had just finished the week’s Bible study on the Exodus and entry to Canaan. The teacher asked for students’ questions. “Mr. Morkert,” Billy called to the teacher, “there is one thing I didn’t understand.” “What’s that?” asked the teacher. “Well, according to our Bible history book, the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea, right?” “Right,” Mr. Morkert confirmed. “And the children of Israel fought and won the battle at Jericho, right?” “That right.” “And the Children of Israel built the temple, right?”  “That’s also correct,” agreed the treacher. “So what’s your question, Billy?” “What I’d like to know,” Billy continued, “is what were all the grown-ups doing?” (The Lutheran Witness)
Charlie Brown: “And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. Unbelievable.” Snoopy: “Who went out in the back yard and got the dog dish?” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)
A small boy saw a Bible, not too recently dusted, lying on a shelf in his home. He asked his mother whose book it was. “It is God's book,” she said. “Well," the boy commented, “don't you think we should return it? Nobody seems to read it here!” (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 54)

The family assembled in church for the anniversary renewal of vows and Mass. With due ceremony, the large, faded family Bible was lifted from the podium. As the priest held it in front of the middle-aged couple, my 4-year-old looked over, sighed, and whispered, “Is he gonna read the whole book?” (Jean Tyrell, in Catholic Digest)

At Bible School, daughter Ashley, 4, recited her memory verse, saying, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son. John Deere 3:16.” (You can tell she’s a country girl!) (Crista Taylor, in Country Woman magazine)
Dear God, I would like to know why all the things you said are in red. 

(Stuart Hample & Eric Marshall, in Children’s Letters to God)

The story is told of the youngster who came home from Sunday School, having been taught the biblical story of the crossing of the Red Sea. His mother asked him what he had learned in class, and he told her: “The Israelites got out of Egypt, but Pharaoh and his army chased after them.  They got to the Red Sea and they couldn’t cross it. The Egyptian army was getting closer.  So Moses got on his walkie-talkie, the Israeli air force bombed the Egyptians, and the Israeli navy built a pontoon bridge so the people could cross.” The mother was shocked. “Is that the way they taught you the story?” “Well, no,” the boy admitted, “but if I told it to you the way they told it to us, you’d never believe it.” (Harold S. Kushner, in When Bad Things Happen)

There is hardly a book of either Old or New Testament that has not been questioned, either wholly or in part, by some reputable scholar. On the other hand, the Bible contains much that is relevant today, like Noah taking forty days to find a place to park. (Curtis D. MacDougall)

The family assembled in church for the anniversary renewal of vows and Mass. With due ceremony, the large, faded family Bible was lifted from the podium. As the priest held it in front of the middle-aged couple, my 4-year-old looked over, sighed, and whispered, “Is he gonna read the whole book?” (Jean Tyrell, in Catholic Digest)

I was teaching kindergarten in a temple school and had just finished talking about the Ten Commandments. Then I told the class to think about the rules they lived by at home. “Can any of you think of a rule you have that is not part of this list?” I asked. The room was quiet and one little girl raised her hand and exclaimed, “Thou shalt not touch the answering machine!” (Michele Miller, in Reader’s Digest)
My grandfather, a proud man, resented having to slow down because of arthritis and insisted on taking his daily constitutional alone. We worried about him, but Grandfather assured us he carried a secret weapon -- a package wrapped in brown paper that he held close to his chest. We assumed it was his Bible. One day, following Grandfather at a safe distance, I watched him trying to cross a busy intersection before the traffic signal changed. I held my breath. Then I saw him lift up the package so the printing on its side was clearly visible. The large, red letters spelled out: “Dynamite.” (June Marie Schasre, in Reader's Digest)
After receiving the Ten Commandments, Moses says to the people: “No, this is not another self-help gimmick!” (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)

A homiletics professor said to his seminary class, “Students, when you want an illustration for a sermon, take it out of the Bible. Your people will not be familiar with it.” (Leslie B. & Bernice Flynn, in Humorous Incidents & Quips)

Lucy: “Stop that stupid sighing, Linus.” Linus: “There’s nothing wrong with sighing.” Lucy: “There is if it bugs someone!” Linus: “It’s Scriptural!” “Lucy: “It’s what?!” Linus: “Likewise the spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. Romans, 8th Chapter.” Lucy: “I don’t know, I’m either going to have to slug him, or start going back to Sunday school!” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)

Frank and Ernest meet Moses coming down the mountain, who has just received The Ten Commandments from God, and they say to him: “Whoa! You didn't sign anything, did you?” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
After church, my brothers and sisters and I could usually persuade our father to buy us sodas and ice cream. But one Sunday he protested: “Where does it say that you kids should always get something to eat and drink right after church?” “In the Bible,” my sister responded. “It says, ‘Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness.’” (Bob Bonebrake, in Reader’s Digest)

One boy says to the other while sitting at the computer: “Let’s type in some Old Testament verses and watch the spell-check go crazy.” (The Lutheran Witness cartoon)
I was addressing and stamping envelopes at my daughter's home when I ran out of stamps. “I have some in here," my daughter said as she reached for her Bible. “Now that," I said, “just goes to show that if you need help, turn to the Bible." “I also keep my household money in here," she replied. “It's a good place to hide things. The ones who do open the Bible wouldn't steal from it, and the ones who would steal never open it." (Andrew Livingston, in Reader's Digest)
“Do you know why we give thanks at Thanksgiving?” my friend once asked her. “Because that’s when Pharaoh passed over the Pilgrims,” she replied. (Bill Cosby)
Shortly after our son, Christopher, received the sacrament of confirmation, his godfather sent him a beautiful, large Bible. Christopher’s thank-you note, written a couple of days later, was to the point: “Thank you for the Bible. It is very nice. I haven’t finished reading it yet.” (Joseph M. Vastine, in Reader’s Digest)

Theme songs for Bible characters:  

Adam and Eve: “Strangers in Paradise”
Job: “I've Got a Right to Sing the Blues”   

Moses: “The Wanderer”   

Daniel: “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”     

The Three Kings: “When You Wish Upon a Star”    

Jonah: “Got a Whale of a Tale”     

Methuselah: “Stayin' Alive” (Dorothy E. Harrell, in Catholic Digest)
Linus says to Lucy: “Here’s something I’ll bet you don’t know. The Bible contains 3,566,480 letters and 773,893 words!” After she ignores him, he says to her: “You’re just not interested in theology; are you?” (Charles M. Schulz, in Peanuts comic strip)
A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment to “honor thy father and thy mother,” she asked, “Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?” Without missing a beat one little boy (the oldest of a family) answered, “Thou shall not kill.” (Tidbits)
Doctor says to the patient after examining him: “Next time, don’t turn the other cheek so quickly.” (The Lutheran Witness cartoon)

A 10-year-old, under the tutelage of her grandmother, was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible. Then one day she floored her grandmother by asking, “Which Virgin was the mother of Jesus? The Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?” (Catholic Digest)
Dolly asks her Mom: “Did God write the Bible Himself? Or did He have some Holy Ghost writers?” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus  comic strip)

Billy says to his Dad about his drawing: “You drew this one of Adam and Eve wrong, Daddy. They didn’t have belly buttons.” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)
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