Euthanasia

Doctor-assisted suicide is now the most divisive cultural issue in Gallup’s Values and Beliefs poll, with 45% of Americans saying it’s morally acceptable and 48% saying it’s morally wrong. (Gallup Poll, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 10, 2011)

Jack Kevorkian was dubbed “Dr. Death” long before he became notorious for promoting euthanasia. His colleagues gave him the macabre nickname when he was an intern at Detroit Receiving Hospital in the 1950s, where he took the night shift so he could quietly photograph patients’ eyes at the instant of their deaths, sometimes while wearing a black armband. During a residency at Detroit’s Henry Ford Hospital, he arrived at the “turning point” in his life when he watched a “skeletal” woman dying of cancer. “From that moment on,” he recalled in 1991, “I was sure that doctor-assisted euthanasia and suicide are and always were ethical.” (The Week magazine, June 17, 2011)

The number of pets euthanized in the U.S. has plummeted from some 20 million in 1970 to about 3 million last year, even though the number of American pets has more than doubled over that period, to 160 million. The biggest reason for the change is the widespread acceptance of neutering. (CSMonitor.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, February 24, 2012)
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