Gambling

A California man is suing two Las Vegas casinos for making it easy for him to lose $5.5 million since 1995. Shibley Horaney says the MGM Mirage and MGM Grand exploited his gambling addiction by offering him free hotel rooms, transportation, and bottomless credit lines. “There are lots of cases where people make their own decisions and choices and then turn around and sue the casino,” said a spokesman for the Mirage. (The Week magazine, February 4, 2005)

Until the U.S. Post Office laws were strengthened in the 1870s, a big and profitable mail-order business was the selling of mechanical devices to help gamblers to cheat. Known as “advantage tools,” these devices included marked cards, loaded dice, cutters and trimmers for shaving edges on cards, sleeves and vests for holding extra cards, and “shiners” or “spies” for reading the opponents’ cards. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 424)

Some 40 percent of Americans say they gamble on sports. Collectively, they will wager almost $150 billion on sports-betting apps this year, up from $7 billion in 2018, when sports gambling was legalized. The betting companies keep about 10 to 11 percent of that revenue. (The Economist, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 20, 2024)

Lotteries used to be banned in all fifty states. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 217)

You play your hand. And, of course, all your money. You can do everything right, but there are so many factors you can't control. The question is, “Will you hit pay dirt?” Gardening is really just gambling outdoors. (Hilary B. Price, in Rhymes With Orange comic strip)

It doesn't make sense. If you put two dollars on a horse and twelve thousand on a car, it's the former they call gambling. (Robert Orben)
Tourism in Las Vegas has dropped by about 11% so far this year, with hotel bookings and convention attendance down, according to data collected by the city. With a gambling industry that attracts visitors with disposable income, Las Vegas’ financial health is often considered an indicator of the strength of the national economy. (Axios, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 22, 2025)
Mega Millions tickets will go from $2 to $5 in April, the lottery announced this week. It’s just the second time prices have been hiked since Mega Millions debuted in 1996. Americans spent more than $113 billion on lottery tickets in 2023. (Axios, as it appeared in The Week magazine, October 18, 2024)
In states that allow online gambling, bankruptcy rates rose by 28% and debt collection accounts by 8% roughly two years after legalization, according to one study. Another study found a 75% spike in calls to gambling helplines and a 20% jump in sales of mass-market alcohol brands after legalization. (Axios, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 26, 2025/January 2, 2026)
Bad week for: Optics, when Kathy Gilroy of Illinois, a prominent anti-gambling crusader, won $25,000 playing a sweepstakes game at a local cafe. Gilroy denied any hypocrisy, explaining that the win was “God showing his grace on me” for her noble fight against gambling. (The Week magazine, January 12, 2018)
You play your hand. And, of course, all your money. You can do everything right, but there are so many factors you can't control. The question is, “Will you hit pay dirt?” Gardening is really just gambling outdoors. (Hilary B. Price, in Rhymes With Orange comic strip)
One of the biggest scandals in sports history was the 1919 Black Sox scandal, in which eight members of the Chicago White Sox were accused of throwing the World Series in return for payments by a gambling syndicate. (The Week magazine, May 26, 2023)
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