Greatness

A retentive memory may be a good thing, but the ability to forget is the true token of greatness. (Elbert Hubbard)    

It takes a great person to give sound advice tactfully, but it takes a greater person to accept it graciously. (J. C. McCauley)

Be not afraid of greatness: Some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have greatness thrust upon them. (William Shakespeare, in Act Two of Twelfth-Night)

Do not confuse notoriety and fame with greatness. Many of the titled in today’s world obtained their fame and fortunes outside their own merit. On the other hand, I have met great people in the most obscure roles in life. For, you see, greatness is a measure of one’s spirit, not a result of one’s rank in human affairs. Nobody, least of all mere humans, confers greatness upon another, for it is not a price but an achievement. And greatness, can crown the head of a janitor just as readily as it can come to someone of high rank. (Sherman G. Finesilver, in Vital Speeches of the Day)

There are two fatal errors that keep great projects from coming to life: 1. Not finishing. 2. Not starting. (Buddha)

It is the nature of man to rise to greatness if greatness is expected of him. (John Steinbeck)
Socrates taught for 40 years, Plato for 50, Aristotle for 40, and Jesus for only 3. Yet the influence of Christ's 3-year ministry infinitely transcends the impact left by the combined 130 years of teaching from these men who were among the greatest philosophers of all antiquity. Jesus painted no pictures; yet, some of the finest paintings of Raphael, Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci received their inspirations from Him. Jesus wrote no poetry; but Dante, Milton, and scores of the world's greatest poets were inspired by Him. Jesus composed no music; still Haydn, Handel, Beethoven, Bach, and Mendelssohn reached their highest perfection of melody in the hymns, symphonies, and oratories they composed in His praise. Every sphere of human greatness has been enriched by this humble Carpenter of Nazareth. (Henry G. Bosch)
Alone in all history. Jesus estimates the greatness of man. One man was true to what is in me and you. He saw that God incarnates Himself in man, and ever more goes forth anew to take possession of the world. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Keep me away from the wisdom which does not cry, the philosophy which does not laugh and the greatness which does not bow before children. (Kahlil Gibran, in Mirrors of the Soul)

Religious faith is not a storm cellar to which men and women can flee for refuge from the storms of life. It is, instead, an inner spiritual strength that enables them to face those storms with hope and serenity. Religious faith has the miraculous power to lift ordinary human beings to greatness in seasons of stress. Religious faith is to be found in the promises of God. (Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr., in Humor of a Country Lawyer)

The pearl is another example of greatness coming out of adversity. Where does the beautiful jewel come from? It begins as an irritating grain of sand, which somehow has made its way between the folds of the oyster shell. The pearl emerges as the result of the oyster’s reaction to the irritant. Someone has said, “A pearl is an oyster that has been wounded.” (Rev. Billy Graham, in Till Armageddon)

There is no greatness where there is not simplicity. (Leo Tolstoy)

A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit in. (Old Greek proverb)
Like all sports, basketball has produced its moments of greatness. One of the high points of college basketball was reached in the 1949-50 season, when the underdog City College of New York became the first--and only -- team to win both the NCAA and NIT championships in the same year. The Beavers had finished their schedule that year without ranking among the top 20 teams, and had been the last squad to be invited to both tournaments. Yet they went on to victory in both competitions, in the process of defeating the teams ranked one, two, three, five, and six. (Bruce D. Witherspoon, in Astounding Facts , p. 47)

It’s not fortune or fame or worldwide acclaim that makes for true greatness, you’ll find – it’s the wonderful art of teaching the heart to always be thoughtful and kind. (Helen Steiner Rice)
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