I Didn’t Know That!
Which is more addictive -- drinking or smoking? It’s now known 15 percent of the liquor sippers become dependent on alcohol while 90% of the cigarette smokers become dependent on nicotine. (L. M. Boyd)

How often we say “light as air,” but there is nothing lightweight about our atmosphere, which weighs 5,000 trillion tons. . . . Without thinking, we often speak of “an empty sky,” but the sky is never empty. In a mere ounce of air, there are a thousand billion trillion gyrating atoms of such stuff as oxygen, nitrogen and hydrogen, and a menagerie of electrons, quarks and ghostly neutronos. (Diane Ackerman, in Parade magazine)

AMUSED TO DEATH: As some amusement parks compete to provide even higher, faster, scarier rides, a day of thrills is getting a bit riskier, says Robert Braksiek, an emergency room physician at the Hennepin County Medical Center in Minneapolis. Yet overall, a day at the park is still one of the safest recreational pastimes. Braksiek compiled data on parks around the country and found that the number of injuries increased by 95 percent over the last three years of the study, as total attendance grew by 6.5 percent. Roller coasters appear to cause the lion’s share of fatalities, at least one-third of the total. “Engineers are trying to build the biggest, fastest ride, with the highest g-force,” Braksiek says. The risk of death stands at one in 150 million rides, and injuries occur only once every 124,000 rides, on average. But he notes that the risks of riding on a roller coaster are much smaller than those a person racks up driving to the amusement park. (Lauren Gravitz, in Discover magazine, June, 2002)

In spite of their gruesome appearance, anglerfish are considered by zoologists to be among the most highly developed of all the fishes. Their peculiar appearance is nature’s ingenious way of adapting them to their harsh life. (Ann Adams, in National Enquirer)

The “Second” avenues nationwide outnumber the “First” avenues. (L. M. Boyd)

Of the estimated 30 million bacteria species, only about seventy are known to cause disease. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 38)

Licking your toilet seat may be healthier than typing on your keyboard. Researchers have found that desks on average harbor four hundred times more bacteria than toilet seats. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 21)
Are bald eagles really bald? No. “Balde” is an old English word meaning “white.” Bald eagles have white feather on their heads, necks and tails. (Jessica Mueller, in Frontier magazine)

Millions of bats perish each year because of carelessness or fear on the part of humans. Many people still think of bats as dirty, rabid predators. But Merlin Tuttle, founder of Bat Conservation International (BCI) in Austin, Texas, emphasizes that bats are extremely clean; they even groom themselves like cats. And less than half of one percent of bats contract rabies. “In the U.S., in fact, dog attacks may kill as many people annually as bat rabies killed in the past 15 years,” says Tuttle. (Kristin von Kreisler, in Reader’s Digest)

Strawberry yogurt, grapefruit juice, and Good & Plenty are just a few of the foods that use ground-up female cochineal beetles and their eggs as a red food coloring. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 242)

The strongest bone in the body, the thigh bone, is hollow. Ounce for ounce it has a greater pressure tolerance and bearing strength than a rod of equivalent size cast in solid steel. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts)

So much of what you buy is air. Take bread. Claim is you can squeeze a family-size loaf of supermarket bread into a two-inch cube. (L. M. Boyd)

Many a rain cloud weighs more than 100,000 tons, say the calculators.
(L. M. Boyd)

One coyote can sound like a dozen, say the experts. But they don’t say exactly how it manages that, except to claim the coyote is a true ventriloquist. (L. M. Boyd)

You put cream in coffee to keep it hot. Cream first cools it just enough, then forms an insulating layer of fat molecules across the surface to hold in the heat that’s left. (L. M. Boyd)

About that currency in your pocket. Its paper contains germicides and fungicides and its ink contains antibacterial agents. (L. M. Boyd)

Number of animals dangerous to humans:  Spiders – 27 of 35,000 species;  Snakes – 450 of 3,000 species;  Scorpions – 30 of 1,400 species;  Sharks – 21 of 368 species. (World Features Syndicate)

Bicycle deaths nationwide outnumber airplane deaths by four to one.
(L. M. Boyd)
More people die in the desert from drowning in flash floods than from heat exhaustion or thirst. (Don Voorhees, in The Indispensable Book of Useless Information, p. 158)

Most dinosaurs were the size of chickens. (Boyd's Curiosity Shop, p. 247)

During a lifetime, a person will inadvertently eat several pounds of dirt. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 242)

Statisticians will tell you the average elevation of Alaska -- 1,900 feet -- is less than that of Kansas. (L. M. Boyd)
You were expecting . . .? 1. Rice paper: contains no rice; 2. Umbrellas: first used to block sun; 3. Silly putty: used by NASA; 4. Horny toad: actually a lizard; 5. Acorn: a fruit; 6. Mistoetoe: a parasite; 7. Tomato: botanically, a berry. (L. M. Boyd)

Strongest thing in nature for its size and weight is said to be the feather of a bird. (L. M. Boyd)

The baby goose fish, as a protection against predators, is adorned with projections that make it appear to be a floating plant. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not! - #21, p. 16)

While Florida isn’t a huge state geographically (it’s the 22nd largest out of 50), it does cover an expansive area due to its long, thin shape. Anyone who’s been on a road trip to southern Florida will attest to how long a journey it is. In fact, driving from the northwest corner of Florida to the very tip of Key West is a 15-hour affair (not including stops) that covers almost 900 miles of roadway. (Tidbits)

We are so conditioned to associating fragrance with pretty flowers that we automatically think they're all sweet-smelling. Wrong. A survey showed that out of 4,000 species of flowers, only 400 gave off a pleasant smell. The same survey showed the flowers with white or cream-colored petals gave off the most perfume. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia,  p. 223)

Few things seem so peaceful as a summer garden, with its bright-colored flowers, the sweet perfume of growing plants, the hum of insects, the song of birds and the dancing wings of butterflies. Yet scientists are discovering that in the midst of this seeming serenity, the struggle for survival is intense -- with plants using specialized chemicals to defend against enemies or to attract needed allies. In fact, researchers in the emerging science of allelopathy, the study of how plants use chemicals against other plants, are finding that the battle is quite sophisticated. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader’s Digest)

Good week for: Eating lunch in the bathroom, after a new study found that the most germ-filled office surfaces are your desktop and the table in the break room. There’s 400 times more bacteria on an office desktop than the toilet seat,” said microbiologist Charles Gerba. (The Week magazine, June 1, 2012)

Glass is a liquid. (L. M. Boyd)

Before the California strikes in the 1840s all this country’s gold was around Charlotte, N.C. Or that’s where everybody thought it was, anyhow. (L. M. Boyd)

H2O expands as it freezes and contracts as it melts, displacing the exact same amount of fluid in either state. So if the northern ice cap did melt, it would cause absolutely no rise in the level of the ocean. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 201)

Diarrhea kills more people than cancer. (L. M. Boyd)

King Kong 's movie dimensions: 1. Height -- 50 feet tall; 2. Legs -- 15 feet long; 3. Arms -- 23 feet long; 4. Mouth -- 6 feet long; 5. Nose -- 2 feet long; 6. Eyes -- 10 inches in diameter. (RKO pictures) The figure of King Kong seen in the original movie of the same name was actually a model 18 inches high. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 106)

An Olympic gold metal is now just 1.34 percent gold. At current prices, a solid gold medal would cost about $25,000 to make, with a total bill of $40 million for the Games. The last time the Olympics handed out pure gold medals was at the 1912 Stockholm Games. (Forbes.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 10, 2012)

Pencils aren’t hexagonal because it makes them easier to grip. They were originally cut that shape to keep them from rolling off desks and tables. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 12)
Another reason swine are considered dirty may be for their practice of rolling around in mud. While it may look like a disgusting habit that pigs engage in for sheer pleasure, there is actually a biological necessity for this behavior. Pigs have no sweat glands and cannot get rid of excess heat by perspiring as we humans do. One good way for pigs to cool off is to moisten their skin and allow the process of evaporation to carry heat away. Some of the energy (heat) used in evaporation comes from the skin. (Don Voorhees, in Thoughts for the Throne, p. 115)

Popcorn has been a delicacy, if you can call it that, for over 6,000 years. In North America it was discovered by the Indians. It pops because there is a drop of moisture in the heart of the kernel and when heated it turns to steam and finally explodes. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, P. 234)
A scab is really clotted blood that forms a kind of net over a cut. This mass of dried blood cells protects you while new skin is being made. When the new skin is ready, the scab drops off. (Barbara Seuling, in You Can’t Sneeze with Your Eyes Open, p. 19)
It snows more in the Grand Canyon than it does in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Salt Lake City, Utah, gets an average of 17 inches more snow annually than Fairbanks, Alaska. Santa Fe, New Mexico, gets an average of 9 inches more snow each year than New Haven, Connecticut.
(David Louis, in Fascinating Facts , p. 182 & 183)

The snow scenes in the film It’s a Wonderful Life were shot during a record heat wave in Southern California. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 21)

The black widow spider’s bite has a 1% fatality rate. (Uncle John’s Unstoppable Bathroom Reader, p. 276)

An amazing coincidence makes the sun and the moon appear to be about the same size – even though the sun is much larger than the moon. If just so happens that while the sun is about 400 times bigger than the moon, it is also – coincidentally – about 400 times farther away from us than the moon. Because of that, they appear to be the same size. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell, p. 186)

You know those vines Tarzan swung on? No way. In the real jungle, they root in the ground. (L. M. Boyd)
The human tooth has approximately fifty miles of canals in it. (Russ Edwards & Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Digest, p. 49)

Strictly speaking, a virus is not even alive; it is a protein-coated bundle of genes containing instructions for making copies of itself. (Peter Jaret, in Reader's Digest)

You've read that more people in mental institutions vote on Election Day, proportionately, than do people outside. But were you aware fewer of those patients make written errors that invalidate their ballots? (L. M. Boyd)
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