
Little to Show for It
A Los Angeles film crew shot 217,500 feet of film -- or nearly 41 miles -- to get enough tape to make those 30-second Chevy truck ads in Ford County, Illinois. (Bill Flick, in The Pantagraph)
The world’s shortest scheduled airline flight is a distance of 1 1/2 miles 
between Papa Westray and Westray in the Orkney Islands, just off the 
northern tip of Scotland. “The flight is scheduled to take two minutes,” says pilot Andy Alsop. “But when the wind is in my favor, I can cut air time down to 70 seconds.” (Quote magazine)
*************************************************************
It takes about 50 years to produce and market a new variety, and often the results are poor. So, current apple production leans heavily on the old ones. (Jack Denton Scott, in Reader’s Digest)
Takes three apples to make a glass of apple cider. (L. M. Boyd)
*************************************************************Baseball: The St. Louis Cardinals lost a July 2, 1933 doubleheader to the New York Giants, 1-0 in 18 innings in the first game and 1-0 in the nightcap. (Norm Clarke, in Rocky Mountain News)
It takes 40 pounds of fossil fuel to provide a pound of feedlot beef.
(John Robbins, in Diet For A New America)
In Arkansas, a statewide beetle hunt netted seven bugs and cost $78,176. (Bill Flick, in The Pantagraph)
The greatest number of cameramen ever used for a scene on a motion picture was 42, for the chariot scene of the old silent, “Ben Hur.” (L. M. Boyd)
Did you know that it takes 15 to 20 mosquito bites to equal a single drop of blood from an eyedropper? (Jacquelyn Luongo, in National Enquirer)
It takes an average number of 600 grapes to make a bottle of wine. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 207)
Bottled water costs between 250 and 10,000 times more than tap water, but in blind taste testing people usually can’t tell the difference. (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 49)
Draftsmen make about 27,000 drawings for the manufacturing of a new car. (Noel Botham, in The Best Book of Useless Information Ever, p. 96)
Some 75,000 acres of forest are harvested each year just to provide the 
paper for mail-order catalogs. When you buy from a catalog, about 20% of the price you pay for your order goes to paying for the catalogs.
(Denis Hayes, in USA Weekend)  
This is the Rose Centifolia – nicknamed the May Rose – because it blooms in spring. Twelve of these roses go into a bottle of Chanel No. 5. But the real star is this tiny, white flower: jasmine. It opens at night and is harvested as the sun comes up. One thousand jasmine flowers go into a bottle of No. 5, giving it the floral scent that has sat on grandmothers' dressers for generations. (Cecilia Vega, CBS News, “60 Minutes”)
It takes ten pounds of milk to make one pound of cheese. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 231)
*************************************************************India’s child factory workers get about 21 cents for a 12-hour workday, I am told. (L. M. Boyd)
A shepherd boy named Stephen in France and a boy named Nicholas from Germany’s Cologne gathered thousands of children in A.D. 1212 to form the tragic “Children’s Crusade.” Researchers think they got as far as Italy. There, Stephen’s group was kidnapped by slavers and shipped to Egypt and most of Nicholas’ group of 50,000 was sold into slavery in Marseilles. (L. M. Boyd)
*************************************************************Four hundred cocoa beans go into each pound of chocolate. (Louis Weber, CEO, Publications International Ltd., in The Book of 10,000 Incredible Facts, on page 227)
China uses 45 billion chopsticks per year, using 25 million trees to make them. (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 67)
After making 11 court appearances since early 1986 and spending more than $12,500 in legal fees for his defense, a Birmingham, Alabama, man has been cleared of a charge he ran a red light. (Associated Press)
The annual harvest of an entire coffee tree is required for a single pound of ground coffee. Every tree bears up to six pounds of beans, which are reduced to a pound after the beans are roasted and ground. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 93)
How long does it take to make a 30-second commercial with those singing and dancing raisins? About four months. Each plastic figure has to be moved between stop-action shots. That’s 14 times for every second of action. (L. M. Boyd)

It takes 4,000 crocuses to produce a single ounce of saffron. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 59)
A woman phoned my husband at the dry cleaners he works for, saying that the designer label was missing from her dress’s neckband. Assuring her that he would look for it, my husband spent much of the day searching the shop. Finally, he found the elusive label in a trash bin. He cleaned and pressed it, and delivered it to the customer’s home. “Oh, thank you,” she gushed. “I’m having a garage sale tomorrow, and I can charge a dollar or two more for the dress with the label on it.” (Helen Roberts, in Reader’s Digest)
According to a United Nations University study, roughly 1.8 tons of raw materials are required to manufacture the average desktop PC and monitor – 528 pounds of fossil fuels, 48 pounds of chemicals, and 3,300 pounds of water. The total amount of materials used is about equal to the weight of a midsize car. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 36)
Thirty feet of beach sand must be bulldozed away, and millions of tons of rock blasted out, transported, crushed, washed, sieved, processed and reprocessed--7 1/2 tons for every precious carat (1/142 ounce) of diamonds recovered. And the daily yield of all the prodigious labor seems ridiculously meager: a canful of translucent crystals, averaging 2 1/2 pounds -- 5700 carats -- in weight. (Ronald Schiller, In Reader’s Digest)

A few years ago when Eli Lilly & Company asked the Food and Drug 
Administration to approve a new drug for arthritis, their application was a bulging 120,000 pages. It took two small trucks to transport the load to Washington. Lilly spent over $15 million on government paperwork, which adds about 50 cents to every prescription. (Joe Griffith, in Speaker’s Library of Business, p. 240)

10: Thousand, the number of tropical sea snails required to make one gram of royal purple dye in the ancient world. (Smithsonian magazine)
It takes about 150 dead ermines to make one ermine coat. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 44)
More extras were used in the 1981 film Gandhi than in any other movie; three hundred thousand were used for only a ten-minute funeral sequence. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 18)

Just before Exxon called itself Exxon, you may recall, it undertook a 
costly campaign to find its new name. First choice didn’t make it through the computer run. Turned out to be an unacceptable word in Arabic. Hard to find a universally approved name. (L. M. Boyd)

A cubic mile of fog is made up of less than a gallon of water. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 189)

Bertrand Russell and Alfred North Whitehead’s Principia Mathematica is a seminal three-volume work on the foundation of mathematics. It contains a 362-page proof concluding that one plus one does indeed equal two. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 17)

Bergamot, a kind of orange whose rind is used in some fragrances, 
flourishes in only one place - an 11-square-mile area in southern Italy.
Approximately 220 pounds of bergamot yield just 14 ounces of essence.
(Virginia Kelly, in Reader’s Digest)

A gallon of gas represents what was once about one hundred tons of plant matter. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 157)

Takes 31 days to make a golf ball. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 190)
*************************************************************It takes more than two tons of South African rock to produce less than an ounce of gold. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 16) To get at every ounce of gold the earth might yield, miners have dug as deep as 2 1/2 miles. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 19)
In order to gain 400 tons of gold a year, the Rand Group of mines in South Africa has to raise and mill over 60 million tons of ore. That much ore, many times the mass of the Great Pyramid at Gizeh, yields as much gold as would form a nine-foot cube. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 19)

About six metric tons of rock are processed to yield just one ounce of gold. (Joseph A. Harriss, in Reader’s Digest)

In most places on land where gold appears, it is a mere fleck in the 
earth’s crust. In the sea one of the heaviest concentrations is 10 milligrams of gold to 1 ton of saltwater; so 2,835 tons of water would have to be filtered to produce an ounce. Even in a profitable mine, the rate of extraction can be as low as 1 part gold to 300,000 parts of waste rock. (Reader’s Digest: Strange Stories, Amazing Facts, p. 80)
*************************************************************Gone With The Wind, the monumental movie made in 1939, resulted in the shooting of 449,512 feet of film -- of which only about 20,300 feet appear in the final picture. (Ripley’s Believe It or Not: Book of Chance, p. 20)
It takes about a year for a single cacao tree to produce enough beans to make 10 Hershey bars. (Louis Weber, CEO, Publications International Ltd., in The Book of 10,000 Incredible Facts, on page 227)
It takes a great deal of history to produce a little literature. (Henry James)
Homeowners who spring for costly kitchen renovations to increase the value of their homes are likely to be disappointed. On average, 9 percent of the renovations’ costs are lost when homes are subsequently sold. (Real Simple, as it appeared in The Week magazine)
*************************************************************A honeybee must tap 2 million flowers to make one pound of honey. A bee produces only one-twelfth of a teaspoon of honey during her entire lifetime. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 154)
How long would it take one honeybee to gather enough nectar to make a pound of honey? Eight years, working 365 days a year. (L. M. Boyd)

That gallon of honey represents 25,000 trips from the hive to the flowers, an essence of two million flowers. (Victoria Cavalier, in Let’s Live magazine)

Bees must visit some five thousand flowers to make a single spoonful of honey. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 57)

A hive of bees must pollinate 2 million flowers to make one pound of honey, requiring them to fly an equivalent distance of approximately 55,000 miles – or more than twice around the globe. (Harry Bright & Harlan Briscoe, in So, Now You Know, p. 44)

A honey bee travels an estimated 43,000 miles to gather one pound of honey. A pound of honey consists of 29,184 drops. The bee doesn’t do it all in one day. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 98)
*************************************************************To get a pound of pure dry insulin, the processors need the pancreases of 60,000 cattle. One cow’s pancreas will give the average diabetic a two-day supply of insulin. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 248)

Interferon is produced in such tiny quantities that current studies of its 
disease-fighting effectiveness must necessarily be small-scale. Interferon is extracted from the white blood cells of donated human blood. The entire world output of the drug in 1979 was little more than 1/100th of an ounce: it took 90,000 pints of blood to produce even this infinitesimal amount. (Laurence D. Gadd, in The Second Book of the Strange, p. 53)
Extracting just one quart of pure jasmine oil by enfleurage requires 1760 pounds of flowers. No wonder the oil costs upward of $7,000 a quart today. (Virginia Kelly, in Reader’s Digest)
The longest jury trial ever in the U. S. federal courts began on June 20, 
1977, and ended on July 10, 1978. It took the judge almost an hour to read the verdicts on forty-nine separate questions. During this antitrust action, by SCM Corporation against Xerox, it is estimated that both sides spent well in excess of $60 million in attorneys’ fees. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 62)
Typically, there are 250 flowers in a Hawaiian lei. (L. M. Boyd)
At the turn of the nineteenth century, most lightbulbs were handblown, and one cost the equivalent of half a day’s pay for the average worker. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 150)
Teach them about Abe Lincoln walking three miles to return six cents. (Gary L. Bauer, in Reader’s Digest)
The wheat that produces a one-pound loaf of bread requires two tons of water to grow. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 171)

Remember, it takes three feet of sugar cane to make one lump of sugar.
(Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 124)

To provide a modern person with the necessities – and luxuries – of his or her accustomed life, at least twenty tons of raw materials must be dug from the earth every year. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 327)
In a sense, the French were the first to depend upon airmail postal 
delivery for any length of time. During the siege of Paris in the Franco-Prussian War of the 1870’s, mail was sent out of the capital by balloon, along with hundreds of homing pigeons. Return letters were photo-reduced to one four-thousandth of their original size, then delivered to the capital by pigeon. Thirty-five pigeons carried the identical 30,000-message mail canisters so that at least one was certain to survive Prussian pigeon snipers. In Paris, the messages were enlarged on a projection screen, copied by clerks, and delivered to addresses within the city. (Denver P. Tarle, in A Treasury of Trivia, p. 59)
*************************************************************It takes as much as 50 gallons of maple sap to make a single gallon of maple sugar. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 157)
As many as 50 gallons of maple sap are needed to make a single gallon of maple sugar. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 60)

That quart of maple syrup on your table was boiled down from roughly 10 gallons of sap from a sugar-maple tree. (Lowell Ponte, in Reader’s Digest)
*************************************************************The planet Mars passed closer to Earth than at any time in the last 60,000 years, prompting NASA to press for another probe costing $325 million. And for what? The Mars mission was to look for ice. Guys, put down the slide rule and look at me. We already have ice. It’s at a place called 7-Eleven. (Bill Maher)
The amount of water needed to produce a pound of meat is about 2,500 
gallons - more water than the average family of four uses for household and drinking purposes for one month. In contrast, the amount of water needed to produce a pound of wheat is approximately 25 gallons. (John Robbins, in Diet For A New America)
It requires sixty female or thirty-five male minks to make a coat. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 171)
Just before the mosquito begins pumping up your blood, she dribbles saliva down the smaller of the two stylet tubes. Beneath your skin, this mixes with the blood and prevents it from clotting midway up the mosquito’s snout. With the help of the anticoagulant, she can pump enough blood up the larger stylet tube to turn her long abdomen into a swollen red paunch. (This sounds bad, but 15 to 20 such meals equal only a single drop from an eyedropper.) (Richard Conniff, in Reader’s Digest)
The largest cast ever assembled for a motion picture was the 187,000 
performers who appeared in the last Nazi-made epic, Kolberg. Whole army divisions were diverted from the front to play Napoleonic soldiers at a time when Germany was on the verge of defeat. Released in 1945 with few Berlin movie theaters still functioning, Kolberg was actually seen by less people than had acted in it. (Wallechinsky/Wallace, in The Book of Lists, #3, p. 198)
*************************************************************75,000 trees are used to make the one Sunday's New York Times newspaper. (Richard Zimmerman, in What Could I Do To Make A Difference, p. 120)
It takes about sixty-three thousand trees to make the newsprint for the average Sunday edition of The New York Times. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 172)
Three hundred and fourteen acres of trees are used to make the newsprint for the average Sunday edition of The New York Times. There are nearly 63,000 trees in the 314 acres. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 414)
*************************************************************Newtown’s very limited impact: Despite all the outrage that followed December’s Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre, said Massimo Calabresi, that tragedy may ultimately “make almost no difference in federal gun-control laws.” Four pieces of legislation have emerged from weeks of negotiation, and only one is highly likely to become law. It makes straw purchasing and trafficking of guns a felony, with tough penalties. Republicans support it mainly because it would outlaw the kind of proxy gun-buying involved in the Justice Department’s “Fast and Furious” scheme. Meanwhile, a ban on assault weapons “is already near death, and so is the ban on large-capacity magazines.” Most Republicans won’t vote for these bans, and neither will Democrats from rural states. A proposed law to require background checks for all gun purchases, which would close the gun-show loophole, still has a chance – but only if it includes a Republican demand that the government be forbidden to keep records of gun purchases. So “here’s the hard truth”: Like Columbine, Aurora, and all the gun massacres before it, Newtown is fading into history, with little impact on our nation’s gun culture. (The Week magazine)
The useful life of a nuclear plant is, on the average, only forty years.
But the plant will have to be “mothballed” for a century before certain 
radioactive materials decay sufficiently to permit economical direct 
dismantling. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 108)
Bertrand Russell and Alfred North Whitehead’s Principia Mathematica is a seminal three-volume work on the foundation of mathematics. It contains a 362-page proof concluding that one plus one does indeed equal two. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 17)
How long does it take to make an Oreo cookie? About 95 minutes.
(L. M. Boyd)
*************************************************************It takes more than 500 peanuts to make one 12-ounce jar of peanut butter. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 174)
Takes about 720 peanuts to make a pound of peanut butter. (L. M. Boyd)
*************************************************************It takes ten tons of ore to produce one ounce of platinum. (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 74)
Political Spending: “Money can’t buy happiness,” said Michael Isikoff in NBCNews.com, and apparently, it can’t buy an election, either. Thanks to the Supreme Court’s controversial decision to strike down campaign-finance laws in such cases as Citizens United, the recent presidential election was the first in which wealthy contributors and corporations could donate unlimited sums of money to Super PACs – political action committees set up to advocate for candidates and parties. Big checks flooded in, but, it turns out, “the super donors didn’t get much for their money.” The pro-Mitt Romney Super PAC, Restore Our Future, spent $143 million on a losing cause. Casino mogul Sheldon Adelson threw away $20 million on Newt Gingrich’s failed primary campaign, and then another $33 million on Romney’s campaign and nine Republican congressional candidates – eight of whom lost. GOP strategist Karl Rowe’s American Crossroads group spent $175.8 million on attack ads this cycle, but only one of the 10 Democrats he targeted lost. All told, said Dan Eggen in The Washington Post, the Super PACs wasted more than $1 billion trying to influence voters. “Never before has so much political money been spent to achieve so little.” (The Week magazine)
*************************************************************The Pony Express carried mail roughly 1,800 miles, between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento, California. For all its fame, however, the service lasted only from April, 1860, to October, 1861; the completion of transcontinental telegraph rendered it obsolete. (Jeff Rovin, in The Incredible Truth!, p. 152)
At the sound of a cannon in St. Joseph, Missouri, a bay mare and her rider raced toward San Francisco, 1,800 mile away, in the April 3, 1860, inaugural run of the Pony Express. The 49 letters and 5 telegrams the pair carried reached California 11 days and some 75 horses and 20 riders later, 10 days faster than stagecoach times. For 18 months the Express fought weather, wild terrain, Indians and robbers to speed mail to settlers lured west by land, gold and religious freedom, losing only one shipment. It yielded to the telegraph, which linked East Coast to West in October 1861. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)
*************************************************************In the United States, one pound of potato chips costs 200 times more than one pound of potatoes. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 169)
It takes about four pounds of potatoes to make a pound of potato chips.
(Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 86)
*************************************************************For one new product to be a success in the marketplace, it takes approximately 3,000 raw ideas, 300 patent disclosures, 125 small projects, nine early developmental programs -- four that continue to major development, and just under two that are actually launched into the market. One recent study found that newly launched industrial products failed 33 percent of the time; new consumer packaged goods fail to live up to management’s expectations 80 percent of the time. (Gary S. Lynn and Richard R. Reilly, in Blockbusters)
Some tennis players still prefer to have their racquets strung with natural sheep gut rather than nylon. It takes the small intestines of 11 sheep to properly string one racquet. (Tidbits)
Don’t forget, it takes three pounds of grapes to make one pound of raisins. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 187)

It takes one ton of water to make one pound of refined sugar. (Noel Botham, in The Amazing Book of Useless Information, p. 154)
It takes about 1,225,000 roses to produce just one pound of the rose attar or oil that is the base of some perfumes. (Virginia Kelly, in Reader’s Digest)
*************************************************************It requires fifty to seventy-five thousand crocus flowers to make a pound of dried saffron. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 199)
Saffron is the dried threadlike stigma of the violet-colored crocus plant. Its high cost is due to the fact that the crocus only blooms for two weeks each autumn, each bloom has only three stigmas, and it takes about 225,000 stigmas to yield one pound. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 123)
*************************************************************You could get a pound of salt – if you went about it the right way – out of four gallons of seawater. (L. M. Boyd)
During the casting of the film Gone with the Wind, more than 1,400 
candidates were interviewed for the part of Scarlett O’Hara, and more than $92,000 was spent in the search. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 108)

Such a simple little tool, the sewing needle. Manufacture of same, though, is a complex job. More than 20 processes. (L. M. Boyd)

Thanks to a public information campaign led by Chinese celebrities such as former NBA basketball star Yao Ming, the consumption of shark-fin soup has plummeted by up to 70 percent over the last two years, according to the conservation group WildAid. Still, 70,000 sharks were killed last year to put fins in Chinese soup pots. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine)
During the colonial period in North America, a package was not always 
shipped by the most direct route. A package from Virginia that was destined for Massachusetts might be shipped to London, where it would be transferred to an English vessel for delivery to Boston. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 446)
After a decade of research, the Goodyear Rubber Company concluded that shoes wear out faster on the right feet than on the left feet. (Jack Kreismer, in The Bathroom Trivia Book, p. 26)
*************************************************************It takes 110 silkworm cocoons to make a tie, 630 for a blouse and 3000 for a kimono. (Nina Hyde, in Reader’s Digest)
Rene de Reaumur, a French entomologist, found that while it took 2,500 silkworms to produce one pound of silk, 265 times as many spiders would be needed to obtain a similar amount. (Reader’s Digest: Strange Stories, Amazing Facts, p. 108)
*************************************************************
It takes seventy-five thousand crocus flowers to produce one pound of saffron – which is why it is the most expensive spice in the world. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 190)

The sponge filters morsels of food out of the seawater that passes through its pores. Before it can obtain enough food to gain an ounce of body weight, a sponge must filter a ton of water. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 130) 
Star Wars: For the climactic battle sequence, which includes dogfights in space and missile runs on the Death Star, Lucas gathered all the old war movies he could find and spliced together their aerial-combat footage. “We did that to get an idea of how to set up this scene,” he explains. “It was all very complicated, with the most complicated sound problems, mixing and special effects.” The dashing ten-minute sequence took eight weeks to edit. (Condensed from Time, in Reader’s Digest)
More than 2,600 gallons of water are needed to create a steak. (Don Voorhees, in The Essential Book of Useless Information, p. 227)
The Philippine Supreme Court sat for months to reach this decision. A dead rooster can be declared the winner in a cock fight, if he died while on the offensive. (Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 7)

It took about 20 long poles and up to that many buffalo hides to make a big tepee. (L. M. Boyd)

In 1984, Vicki Nelson (now Dunbar), of Medina, Ohio, won the longest point played in a professional tennis match. The 29-minute, 643-stroke point was played at the $50,000 Virginia Slims-sponsored Ginny tournament in Richmond, Virginia, against Jean Hepner, of Redwood City, California. (American Profile magazine)

A mature, well-established termite colony with as many as 60,000 members will eat only about one-fifth of an ounce of wood a day.
(David Louis, in Fascinating Facts)
A biologist would say that the tomato is a fruit, but in a Supreme Court 
decision (this sounds silly) in 1893, it was classified as a vegetable because it was typically served and eaten with other vegetables. (Charles J. Cazeau, in Science Trivia, p. 116)
In San Jose, California, a German tourist who spoke no English spent an entire day driving in taxicabs looking for the street of his daughter’s home, only to eventually realize it was San Jose, Costa Rica – and not California – where his daughter lives. (Bill Flick, 1993)
The Irish laborers who laid track for the Union Pacific west from Omaha hammered down the rails four to a minute at peak progress. Eastward from San Francisco, 7,000 Chinese were doing the same. In the spring of 1869 they met at Promontory Point, Utah, and a nationwide celebration was launched, featuring weak speech and strong drink. The line shortly after was rerouted through Ogden, leaving Promontory Point to go back to sleep in the silence of the desert. (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 252)
Forty to fifty tons of ore must be refined to obtain one ton of uranium.
(E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 42)
*************************************************************A single ear of corn takes 25 gallons of water to develop. And a ton of 
steel requires 60,000 gallons of water. (L. M. Boyd)

A scientist at Michigan State University has calculated that the production of a single hen egg requires about 120 gallons of water, a loaf of bread requires 300 gallons, and a pound of beef, 3,500 gallons. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 131)
*************************************************************
Approximately 10 billion mathematical calculations are needed for a one-day weather forecast. (Noel Botham, in The World’s Greatest Book of Useless Information, p. 68)
It would take 27,000 spiders, each spinning a single web, to produce a 
pound of web. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 75)
The British and French armies in World War I did not advance more than three miles at any point on the western front in the whole year of 1915. The three miles cost the French army alone nearly 1.5 million men. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 256)
It takes two hundred thousand frowns to produce one wrinkle. (Barbara Seuling)
1. If you have a beaver coat, you are wearing 15 dead beavers.
2. If you have a bobcat coat, you are wearing 11 dead bobcats.
3. If you have a chinchilla coat, you are wearing 60-100 dead chinchillas.
4. If you have an ermine coat, you are wearing 150 dead ermines.
5. If you have a fox coat, you are wearing 15-25 dead foxes.
6. If you have a leopard coat, you are wearing 4-5 dead leopards.
7. If you have a lynx coat, you are wearing 10 dead lynx.
8. If you have a mink coat, you are wearing 35-65 dead mink.
9. If you have a muskrat coat, you are wearing 60 dead muskrats.
10. If you have an ocelot coat, you are wearing 12-25 dead ocelots.
11. If you have an opossum coat, you are wearing 25 dead opossum.
12. If you have a raccoon coat, you are wearing 20-40 dead raccoons.
13. If you have an river otter coat, you are wearing 18 dead river otters.
14. If you have a sable coat, you are wearing 45-60 dead sables.
15. If you have a Swakara lamb coat, you are wearing 28-30 dead Swakara lambs.
16. If you have a tiger coat, you are wearing 3-10 dead tigers. (Wallechinsky/Wallace, in The Book of Lists - #3, p. 141-142)
*************************************************************















































































































 

















































































beetle hunt (Bill Flick, August, 1994)
Of the 383 bills that were signed into law during the recently adjourned 109th Congress, more than one-quarter dealt with naming or renaming federal buildings, primarily post offices. (CNN.com, as it appeared in The Week magazine, December 29, 2006 - January 12, 2007)

The U.S. Border Patrol’s budget has doubled from roughly $800 million in 1998 to almost $1.6 billion today. Over the same period, the number of illegal immigrants in the U.S. has tripled, from some 4 million to an estimated 12 million. (The Wall Street Journal, as it appeared in The Week magazine, June 2, 2006)
cleared of a charge (Associated Press, 1988)
Congress has sent only 54 bills to President Obama so far this year, including 14 to rename post offices, nine to approve real estate transactions, and six to simply renew existing laws. That record puts the current Congress on track to be one of the least productive sessions in recent times. (Bloomberg Businessweek, as it appeared in The Week magazine, August 3, 2012)
gold. (Joseph A. Harriss, in Reader’s Digest) 69663
Homeowners (Real Simple, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 10, 2006)
Newtown’s very limited impact: (The Week magazine, March 22, 2013)
Political Spending: (The Week magazine, November 23, 2012)
sharks (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 1, 2013)
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