Needed For Production

Typical CD-ROM – printing info would use 17 trees. (World Features Syndicate)

Every year, China cuts down an estimated 3.8 million trees to produce 57 billion pairs of disposable chopsticks, contributing to the country’s rapid deforestation. Half of these chopsticks are exported to Japan, South Korea, and the U.S. (The New York Times, as it appeared in The Week magazine, November 11, 2011)

The corn required to make the 7.6 billion gallons of ethanol that are projected to be produced this year would cover an area the size of Maryland, Connecticut, New Jersey, and Washington, D.C. (The Washington Post, as it appeared in The Week magazine, May 16, 2008)

For every extra kilogram carried on a space flight, 530 kilograms of extra fuel are needed at liftoff. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 63)

4,000: Gallons of water soil needs to produce one bushel of corn. 11,000: Gallons of water soil needs to produce one bushel of wheat. (Audubon magazine)
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