Odd Jobs

Even the most repetitious job can be worthwhile if you have the right attitude. Author Brian Vaszily, for instance, was employed as a Carrot Juice Technician for six months back in 1986. His job involved little more than hauling 50-lb. sacks of carrots upstairs to a kitchen and then feeding them, one at a time, into an industrial-sized juicer. Sounds mind numbing to most of us, but Vaszily enjoyed it. He could play his radio as loudly as he wanted, and earn a living while allowing his mind to wander. (Robyn Dawson, in Tidbits)

We all do whatever it takes to make a living, and sometimes that means almost dying … or pretending to, at least. When comic actor W. C. Fields was just 14 years old, he supplemented his income as a juggler by becoming a professional “drowner” at New Jersey’s Fortesque Pavilion. Nothing drew a crowd like a good rescue, so the local concessionaires paid Fields $10 to occasionally pretend to drown in the ocean and let a lifeguard “rescue” him. Once a crowd gathered, the kiosks made money hawking food and drink to the throngs of curious onlookers. (Robyn Dawson, in Tidbits)

You’ve probably heard of Ghostbusters, but did you know that there are working folks who call themselves “Gumbusters”? These are the people who make a living by removing discarded chewing gum from city streets, university stadiums, parking garages and theme park walkways. Sure, it’s hard work, but at least it smells nice – when the combination of water pressure, steam and detergent dislodges dried wads of gum, the original flavor (be it mint, cinnamon, or whatever) tends to fill the surrounding atmosphere. (Robyn Dawson, in Tidbits)

Occupations recognized by 2000 U.S. Census:

· Gigolo

· Zipper cutter

· Grave cleaner

· Fish liver sorter

· Pigs feet cleaner

· Ballpoint pen cartridge tester

· Oyster washer

· Oriental rug stretcher (U.S. Census Bureau)
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