One Contains

The creation of a thousand forests is in one acorn. (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Naturalist W. S. Bristowe took a spider census on a grassy plot in England which showed that 2,265,000 of them were living on and under a single acre of land. (Leicester Hemingway, in The Living World of Nature, p. 135)

An acre of typical farm soil (to a depth of six inches) has a ton of fungi, several tons of bacteria, 200 pounds of protozoa (one-celled animals), 100 pounds of algae, and 100 pounds of yeasts. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 327)

How often we say “light as air,” but there is nothing lightweight about our atmosphere, which weighs 5000 trillion tons. Without thinking, we often speak of “an empty sky,” but the sky is never empty. In a mere ounce of air, there are a thousand billion trillion gyrating atoms of such stuff as oxygen, nitrogen and hydrogen, and a menagerie of electrons, quarks and ghostly neutrinos. (Diane Ackerman, in Parade magazine)

Thousands of feet above the earth, the air is crowded with living creatures, swirling along on the high winds. Discovery of this rich aerial plankton had to wait until man himself had found the means to make physical invasion of these regions. With special nets and traps, scientists have now collected from the upper atmosphere many of the forms that inhabit oceanic islands. Spiders, whose almost invariable presence on these islands is a fascinating problem, have been captured nearly three miles above the earth’s surface. Airmen have passed through spiders’ “parachutes” at heights of two to three miles. Seeds have been collected at altitudes up to 5000 feet. No less than the water, the winds and air currents play their part in bringing inhabitants to remote islands. (Rachel L. Carson, in The Sea Around Us)

Antarctica holds 90% of the world’s ice and nearly 70% of the world’s fresh water. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

Bacteria, the tiniest free-living cells, are so small that a single drop of liquid may contain 50 million of them. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 249)

If you can’t think of anything else to say about your brain, you might mention it has 100,000 miles of nerve fibers.  (L. M. Boyd)
There are fourteen thousand miles of steel cable holding up the Brooklyn Bridge. (Don Voorhees, in The Super Book of Useless Information, p. 56)

One gram of carbohydrates will yield four calories of energy. (E. C. McKenzie, in Tantalizing Facts, p. 42)

The human body consists of about 60 trillion cells, and each cell has about 10,000 times as many molecules as the Milky Way has stars. 
(Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 322)

In 1971, the Intel 4004 chip became the first integrated circuit to place all the computer components (processor, memory and input/output controls) on a single chip. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

The coded information in the chromosomes of a single fertilized human egg contains the equivalent of roughly one thousand printed volumes of books, each as large as a volume of the Encyclopedia Britannica. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 16)

An acre of coffee trees can produce up to 10,000 pounds of coffee cherries. That amounts to approximately 2,000 pounds of beans after hulling or milling. (Tidbits)
Scientists estimate that they could fill a 1,000 volume encyclopedia with the coded instructions in the DNA of a single human cell if the instructions could be translated into English. (Isaac Asimov's Book of Facts, p. 323)

If everyone in the world joined together to count the atoms in a drop of water, with all five billion people counting one atom apiece every second, the chore would still take more than 30,000 years. (Adapted from Chemical Principles)
Sir Oliver Lodge says that a single cubic inch of the ether contains energy enough to run a forty-horse-power engine forty million years. (Charles Fillmore, in Prosperity, introduction)

A single gram of human feces contains 100,000,000,000 microbes. (Uncle John’s Bathroom Reader: Wise Up!, p. 185)

Each of your feet, if typical, has 7,200 separate nerves. (L. M. Boyd)

If “trillion” means anything to you, you know how many atoms are in a grain of salt. (L. M. Boyd)

Cutler’s Law reads: “”One sack of groceries makes three sacks of garbage.” (L. M. Boyd)

The human body is built around a frame containing 206 bones. Half of them are tiny and provide support to hands and feet. The whole works is linked together with 60,000 miles of blood vessels, some no larger than a human hair; blood cells have to form up in single file and squeeze through one at a time. Indeed, we should all “Praise God, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 4)

The human body consists of about 60 trillion cells, and each cell has about 10,000 times as many molecules as the Milky Way has stars. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 322)

We have more bacteria living inside us than we have cells. The human body contains roughly 100 trillion cells and up to two quadrillion bacteria. An objective observer, such as an extraterrestrial, might reasonably conclude that human beings exist merely to provide homes for bacteria. (Harry Bright & Jakob Anser, in Are You Kidding Me?, p. 22) 

A jury consists of 12 persons chosen to decide who has the better lawyer. (Robert Frost)

Lemon trees are found throughout the Mediterranean area in Italy and North Africa and also the southwestern United States. These are mostly cultivated trees 15 to 25 feet high that produce rather incredible numbers of lemons. Some trees may produce up to 7000 lemons in a single year. (Charles J. Cazeau, in Science Trivia)

Every minute worldwide:  1. 240 people are born.  2. One woman dies in childbirth.  3. Four people become refugees.  4. 2,712 square feet of rain forest is devastated.  5. $1.9 million is spent by armed services. (Earth Facts)

John Swayne began experimenting with mushroom culture and built America’s first commercial mushroom house. Later, he established one of the first mushroom “spawn” laboratories, working with the spores that come from the gills of the fungi, an estimated 16 to 18 billion of them, invisible to the naked eye, in each mature mushroom. (John Denton Scott, in Reader’s Digest)

In the particular lies the universal. (James Joyce)

You can figure about 30,000 peanut butter sandwiches to an acre of peanuts. (L. M. Boyd)

A piece of land in the Amazon the size of a suburban lawn supports 300 species of trees. (Biodiversity Online)

A diamond planet: If only Elizabeth Taylor were still alive. A planet made largely of diamond has been identified in orbit around a star that is visible to the naked eye. The high-carat makeup of the planet, named 55 Cancri e, became clear through an analysis of its mass and radius and the composition of its host star. “The surface of this planet is likely covered in graphite and diamond rather than water and granite,” Yale astronomer Nikku Madhusudhan tells Space.com. Researchers have long theorized the existence of such so-called carbon planets, where that element is as prevalent as oxygen is on Earth, and in 2009 located one orbiting a neutron star 11,000 light-years away. But 55 Cancri e, which is only about 40 light-years away, is the first such planet identified circling a sun-like star. It is very close to its sun, and thus has an estimated surface temperature of 3,900 degrees. The intense heat has combined with the pressure of geological forces to turn much of the planet’s original carbon mantle into a mass of pure diamond. There’s millions of times more diamond there than has ever been mined on Earth. (The Week magazine, October 26, 2012)

Every cubic mile of seawater holds over 150 million tons of minerals. There are 350 million cubic miles of seawater on the planet. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 380)

A cubic mile of seawater contains, on average, more than $117 million worth of gold and $11 million worth of silver. (Noel Botham, in The Ultimate Book of Useless Information, p. 77)

Luck just ran out for a 10-year-old merino sheep, nicknamed Shrek, who is thought to have avoided his annual haircut by hiding in caves. He was also able to escape a woman who sneaked up on him and his 59 ½ pounds of fleece on New Zealand’s South Island, but not the man who followed her. Shearers estimate that Shrek’s coat is so large it could provide enough merino wool to make more than 20 large suits. (BBC, as it appeared in Rocky Mountain News, April 20, 2004)

Each square inch of human skin consists of 19 million cells, sixty hairs, ninety oil glands, nineteen feet of blood vessels, 625 sweat glands, and 19,000 sensory cells. (Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts, p. 320)

An inch of snow falling evenly on 1 acre of ground is equivalent to about 2,715 gallons of water. (Noel Botham, in The Book of Useless Information, p. 188)

The average snowflake is made up of 180 billion molecules of water. (Don Voorhees, in The Super Book of Useless Information, p. 14)

An acre of typical farm soil (to a depth of six inches) has a ton of fungi, several tons of bacteria, 200 pounds of protozoa (one-celled animals), 100 pounds of algae, and 100 pounds of yeasts. Soil is thus the highest concentration of life power on earth. (Rutherford Platt, in The Living World of Nature, p. 126)

One tablespoon of soil has more organisms in it that there are people on earth. 5,000: Different types of bacteria in one gram of soil. (Audubon magazine)

One pound of spaghetti extended in a single strand would stretch 300 feet. (L. M. Boyd)

A pound of granulated sugar contains about 2.26 million grains. (L. M. Boyd)

You can get about 15 teaspoonfuls of sugar out of a full-grown sugarbeet. (L. M. Boyd)

Each square inch of the sun’s surface shines with the intensity of 300,000 candles. This incredible energy production goes on day and night, summer and winter. (Donald B. DeYoung, in Astronomy and the Bible, p. 55)

Did I mention you can get 7.5 million toothpicks out of a cord of wood?

(Boyd’s Curiosity Shop, p. 9)

Remember, you get exactly 1,600 quarts of steam from a quart of water. (L. M. Boyd)

Yellowstone National Park contains 70 percent of the world’s geysers. (Don Voorhees, in The Super Book of Useless Information, p. 57)
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