Power of Two
A man’s heart devises his ways,

but the Lord directs his steps.

(Proverbs 16:9)

But now, O Lord, thou art our Father;
we are the clay, and thou our potter.
(Isaiah 64:8)
This ad was placed in the student newspaper at the University of Oklahoma during graduation week: “Son, we made it! Who says reading and writing won’t get a person a degree – you reading books and me writing checks. Love, Dad.” (Richard D. Rhodes, in Reader’s Digest)

On a trip to Akron, Ohio, in 1935, Bill Wilson, a recovering alcoholic, sought out fellow drinker Dr. Bob Smith, hoping to lead Smith out of drunkenness and bolster his own sobriety. On June 10, Smith stopped drinking, and Alcoholics Anonymous was born. The two men built AA on the idea of alcoholics aiding one another, using a 12-step protocol that Wilson enumerated in 1938. By 2010, AA had two million members and was the model for many groups facing addictions. (Alison McLean, in Smithsonian magazine)

No baseball pitcher would be worth a darn without a catcher who could handle the hot fastball. (Casey Stengel)

Regarding St. Luke 23:26 of the New Testament, the eastern text reads “bearing the cross after Jesus” -- this means that Jesus was bearing the front part and walking ahead and Simon was carrying the lower end. The heaviest part of the cross rested on Jesus’ shoulders because it had the cross bar. His position was more trying and exhausting as he climbed the steep hill with this burden. It was difficult for him to hold on to the cross and ascend, more especially as the arm of the cross grazed the ground. (George M. Lamsa, in Gospel Light, p. 300)

Irving Berlin, America's most prolific songwriter has never learned to read music or to write it. He hums or sings his songs to a secretary, who takes them down in musical notation. (Isaac Asimov)

After inventing and patenting a small appliance that automatically mixed drinks, F. J. Osius had no means, nor the money, to promote and finance its sale. So he went to Fred Waring, a popular bandleader who had a fascination with new gadgets, and convinced him to market the creation to the numerous hotels and restaurants he would visit on tour. Waring agreed, and Osius’ drink mixer became known as the Waring Blender. (David Hoffman, in Little-Known Facts about Well-Known Stuff, p. 127)
William Proctor made candles. James Gamble made soap. When they became business partners, they needed hardly any time at all to think up a name for their company. (L. M. Boyd)

Why do butterflies have two sets of wings? Not to stay aloft, it turns out. Scientists from Carnegie Mellon and Cornell found that cabbage white butterflies with their hind-wings removed could fly as far and as high as before. But they were slower to turn. This suggests hind-wings are the key to aerial agility, a trait that helps butterflies evade hungry birds. (Amanda Bensen, in Smithsonian magazine)

The church choir was putting on a car wash to raise money to pay their expenses for a special trip. They made a very large sign, CAR WASH FOR CHOIR TRIP, and on the given Saturday business was very good. But by two o’clock the skies clouded and the rain poured and there were hardly any customers. Finally, one of the girl washers had an idea. She printed up an even bigger poster which said, WE WASH (then an arrow pointing skyward) GOD RINSES. Business boomed! (Pulpit Helps)

Some strengths reveal themselves only when combined with those of other people. In his autobiography, Jerry Lewis recalls that as a young comedian performing in small clubs, he enjoyed only moderate success with his slapstick. One day, after a club singer had bombed, Lewis recommended a friend named Dean Martin as a replacement. Because Lewis had already told the club owner that he and Martin did a comedy routine together, the two were forced to come up with an act. Within days, the duo was performing in Atlantic City before enthusiastic crowds. By 1949, their first movie together, My Friend Irma, was a box-office smash, and Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis went on to become one of the most successful comedy teams in film history. (Donald O. Clifton & Paula Nelson, in Reader’s Digest)

Both optimists and pessimists contribute to our society. The optimist invents the airplane and the pessimist the parachute. (G. B. Stern, author)
Everyone needs recognition for his accomplishments, but few people make the need known quite as clearly as the little boy who said to his father: “Let's play darts. I'll throw and you say ‘Wonderful!’” (Bits & Pieces)

In China, the doctors we interviewed were trained in Western medicine but also practiced the medicine of their ancestors. They find that these approaches together are more powerful than either is separately.
(Bill Moyers, in USA Weekend, February 5, 1993)

St. Bernards never carried casks of brandy to the snowbound, but they did locate those lost in an avalanche and dig them out. The dogs worked in male-female pairs. Both would dig victims out. The female would lie next to them to keep them warm, while the male would go for help. (Don Voorhees, in The Perfectly Useless Book of Useless Information, p. 163)

Helga: “What are you doing out here?” Hagar: “You always say we don’t do anything together, so, I thought I’d join you. You cook, I’ll eat!” (Dik Browne, in Hagar the Horrible comic strip)

A mother and father were getting ready for a party as their two children watched from the doorway. First Mom fastened Dad’s cuff links. Then Dad zipped up the back of Mom’s dress. Mom knotted Dad’s tie, and Dad fastened the clasp of her pearls. On and on it went. As the parents completed the ritual, one of the kids turned to the other and said, “I wonder why they expect us to dress ourselves?” (Reminisce Extra magazine)

Copernicus came to believe in a strange phenomenon that his contemporaries rejected: The Earth moves around the sun. But he never came up with a proper explanation for it; that was left to Newton. (Oliver Morton, in Discover magazine)

Charles and Myrtle Fillmore worked together to build Unity. It was Myrtle Fillmore who first accepted the idea of divine healing; it was Charles Fillmore who edited the first magazine. It was Myrtle Fillmore who first led Silent Unity; it was Charles Fillmore who named the work Unity and developed it into the worldwide organization it is today. It was Myrtle Fillmore who led the people in meditation and prayer; it was Charles Fillmore who made speeches and wrote books. They worked together as heart and head work together, and from their united efforts grew the great movement that is Unity. If Mrs. Fillmore supplied the original impetus, it was her husband who supplied the greater part of the energy that carried it forward. (James Dillet Freeman, in The Story of Unity , p. 14)

A man was walking in a wilderness. He became lost and was unable to find his way out. Another man met him. “Sir, I am lost, can you show me the way out of this wilderness?” “No,” said the stranger, “I cannot show you the way out of the wilderness, but maybe if I walk with you, we can find it together. (Emery Nester)

A gentleman had worked on his garden a great deal, and all his work and effort had really borne fruit. One day another fellow came along and saw this gentleman working in his beautiful garden and said, “How blessed you are. You must be so grateful to God for what He has done for you. He has blessed you with a truly beautiful garden.” The man kept going on praising God for all that he had done for this man who was working so hard in his garden. As the fellow kept working and listening, sweat was pouring off his brow. Pretty soon the gardener looked up, wiped the sweat from his face and said to the gentleman, “Yes, you're right. I truly am grateful to God for all that He has done for me. But you should have seen this garden when God had it alone.” (Frank Giudici)

Gilbert and Sullivan didn't like each other. They collaborated by correspondence to turn out their 14 comic operas. (L. M. Boyd)

There are records of the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco withstanding a great gale that lashed the structure up and down and sideways. When the storm abated, people marveled at the miracle of modern design and skilled craftsmanship. The wisdom came through the architect, and it was evident that he had worked with a master plan.
(Divine Science Consecration Course, Lesson 4)

Dolly says to Billy: “This time we can’t both hide. One of us has to seek!” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

Driving along a California highway one day, I saw a neatly dressed young man, who looked like a hitch-hiking college student, holding a sign that read: “Stop at Joe’s, 100 yards ahead.” Another young man stood about a football field’s length down the ramp. He displayed a large sign that read: “Joe’s.” (Lloyd D. Reynolds, in Reader’s Digest)

It takes your enemy and your friend, working together, to hurt you: the one to slander you, and the other to bring the news to you. (Mark Twain)

As manager of an ice-cream shop, I greeted a mother and her two sons, who were eager to place their orders for a milkshake and a banana split. “And you, ma’am, what would you like?” I asked the mother. “Nothing today,” she replied. “I’m on a diet.” Perturbed, one son looked up at her. “Aw, Mom,” he said, “does that mean you’re going to help me eat mine again?” (Lamar Logan, in Reader’s Digest)

One of Algeria's few streams contains much iron. Another drains from a peat deposit. They join. The chemicals, swirled together, make a little river of true black ink. (L. M. Boyd)

Legend has it that one day a man was walking in the desert when he met Fear and Plague. They said they were on their way to a city to kill 10,000 people The man asked Plague if he was going to do all the work. Plague smiled and said, “No, I’ll take care of only a few hundred. I’ll let my friend Fear do the rest.” (Dr. Delia Sellers, in Abundant Living magazine)

The Lord and I make a great team, I know where I've been, and he knows where I'm going. (Argus poster)

God made only water, but man made wine. (Victor Hugo)

On a Marietta, GA, church marquee: “The Lord giveth if you worketh.” (Patricia Patterson, in Reader’s Digest)
Who was the first professional model? A pretty Parisian shop-clerk named Maria Vernet Worth. In 1852. Her husband, who sold dresses, found out he sold more when she helped. (L. M. Boyd)

The first sculptor to work on the sixty-foot-high faces of four U. S. Presidents on Mount Rushmore, South Dakota, was Gutzon Borghum. He spent fourteen years, from 1927 to 1941, carving the faces of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt. However, Gutzon Borghum died before the job was completed. His son finished the work -- and his son's first name was, appropriately, Lincoln. (Charles Reichblum, in Knowledge in a Nutshell , p. 163
Dolly says to Billy at the beach: “You’ll never empty out the whole ocean yourself, P.J. Here – I’ll help you!” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

What one pair produces:  Cockroaches -- 30,000 young in one year;  Termites -- 30,000 in one day;  Frogs -- 250,000 in lifetime;  Red crabs -- 3,000 at one time;  Locusts -- 1,000 at one time;  Army ants -- 100,000 at one time. (World Features Syndicate)

I am a little pencil in the hand of a writing God who is sending a love letter to the world. (Mother Teresa) 
During a hike in the woods a troop of boy scouts came across an abandoned section of railroad track. Each, in turn, tried walking the rails but eventually lost his balance and tumbled off. Suddenly two of the boys, after considerable whispering, offered to bet that they could both walk the entire length of the track without falling off. Challenged to make good their boast, the two boys jumped in on opposite rails, extended a hand to balance each other, and walked the entire section of track with no difficulty whatever. (Bits & Pieces)
U.S. and Soviet scientists will cruise the Pacific together this month to measure the atmosphere for increased levels of human-caused pollutants contributing to global climate change. Researchers from several universities and labs - including the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder - will join the Soviets in Hilo, Hawaii, January 26. For six weeks, they will study atmospheric photochemistry and the mixing of air from the Northern and Southern hemispheres in a region known as the Intertropical Convergence Zone. They also will measure ocean sources of nitrous oxide, a major contributor to the greenhouse effect and the destruction of ozone in the stratosphere. (Rocky Mountain News, January 14, 1990)

Richard Warren Sears decided to go into the watch business in a big way. Naturally, a few of the watches malfunctioned. To fix them, he hired another ex-farm boy, a 24-year-old watchmaker named Alvah Curtis Roebuck, a practical, cautious fellow, quite the opposite of audacious, venturous Sears. Business was great. Sears made Roebuck a partner, and in 1888 they put out the R.W. Sears Watch Company mail order catalogue. They did so well that they moved to Chicago in 1893 and incorporated as Sears, Roebuck and Co. on August 15. (Lawrence Doorley, in The Old Farmer's Almanac-1994, p. 245)
My wife’s an earth sign. I’m a water sign. Together we make mud. (Henny Youngman)

There's always some argument, you know, about which is the most important to a song's success -- words or the music. Well, the story goes that after the success of the musical Showboat, the wife of Jerome Kern, who wrote the music, and the wife of Oscar Hammerstein II, who wrote the lyrics, were at a party. A lady came up to Mrs. Kern and gushed, “Oh my goodness, your husband is the man who wrote that wonderful Old Man River.” And Mrs. Hammerstein spoke up and said, “No dear--my husband wrote Old Man River. Her husband wrote, ‘Dum-dum-dum-dum, da-dum-dum-dum-dum...’” (Joe Griffith, in Speaker's Library of Business , p. 350)

One thing about the two-handed backhand in tennis is it cuts way down on the chances of getting tennis elbow. (L. M. Boyd)

Mark Twain's wife Olivia was his copyreader. After their marriage, nothing he wrote went out of his hands without her editing. He often rewrote at her suggestion. (Boyd's Curiosity Shop, p. 247)
Two business partners were having trouble getting along. One was Mr.
Outside. He was involved in marketing and sales and he felt that he was working twice as hard as his partner. The partner was Mr. Inside. He stuck to the office and tended to the books. His chief concern was the bottom line. One day Mr. Outside had lunch with a friend and sought his advice about the problem. “See this glass of water?” said the friend. “It's made up of two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen -- H 2 O. Any other mix is something else. In water, hydrogen and oxygen work together but hydrogen has to do twice the work. That's why all the planets we know about are barren. That teamwork between hydrogen and oxygen doesn't exist.” “I'll drink to that,” said Mr. Outside, vowing to stop worrying about individual credit and to start concentrating on team gains. (Bits & Pieces)

 It takes two wings for a bird to fly. (Jesse Jackson)
Orville Wright to brother Wilbur: “This time you fly the plane, and let me do the stewardess interviews.” (One to One)
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