The Process – How Long?

Years until they were canonized saints:
St. Thomas Aquinas - 53 years after he died
St. Martin de Porres - 323 years
St. Francis Xavier Cabrini - 29 years
St. Pius X - 119 years
Joan of Arc - 500 years. (World Features Syndicate)

Their droning love songs have faded, the skies are free of their tumbling flights and the carcasses that littered sidewalks have washed away. The Brood X cicadas, vintage 2004, are gone. But in the trees of several mid-Atlantic and Midwest states, the next generation is just beginning its 17-year life. Within the next few weeks, billions of eggs deposited in tree branches will hatch and rain down tiny white nymphs no bigger than sesame seeds with beady red-eyes. They will burrow through the dirt to tree roots and won’t emerge as adults until 2021. (The North Platte Telegraph)

Proposal to completion:
Golden Gate Bridge - proposed 1872, built 1937
Lincoln Memorial - proposed 1867, built 1922
St. Lawrence Seaway - proposed 1808, built 1959
FDR Memorial - proposed 1946, built 1997
Library of Congress building - proposed 1817, built 1888. (World Features Syndicate)

You probably wouldn’t be logging on to your computer today if it weren't for a weaving machine invented about 200 years ago. In the early 1800s, a Frenchman, Joseph Marie Jacquard, invented a weaving loom that used holes punched in cards to control the pattern. About 30 years later a mathematician, Ada Byron, wrote the first computer programs. She based them on Jacquard's punch-card idea. Her programs were for the first general-purpose mechanical digital computer, which had just been invented by Charles Babbage. About 60 years later, an American, Herman Hollerith, built on these three people's ideas. He invented a machine that used punch cards to electrically count the information collected in the 1890 census. He was so successful that he started a company, later called IBM. (Betty Debnam, in Rocky Mountain News)

It takes about 200 frost-free days for cotton to grow. (L. M. Boyd)

The first fax machine was patented in 1843 -- 33 years before the telephone -- by Scottish inventor Alexander Bain. His device read text written in raised metal letters and transmitted it through telegraph lines. Eight years later, Frederick Bakewell, an English physicist, demonstrated a similar machine at the Crystal Exhibition. A commercial fax system was established in 1865 by Italian Giovanni Caselli between Lyon and Paris in France. German inventor Arthur Korn upgraded the fax in 1902 by adding an optical scanner and started a wire photo service for newspapers. In 1948 Western Union started its DeskFax service. Xerox introduced the first general-purpose fax machine in 1966, which operated over telephone lines. In 1980, fast digital faxes using uniform data standards appeared. Now that most computer modems can function as faxes, the stand-alone fax may vanish within a decade. (Fenella Saunders, in Discover magazine)

It takes a hippopotamus six years to reach full growth. (L. M. Boyd)

Some modern inventions were on the shelf for some time before becoming reality:
Photography was conceived in 1782 but only came into use in 1838.
Television was thought of in 1884 but we first began to tune in 63 years later.
Nuclear enegy seemed like a good idea in 1919 but only became reality in 1965.
Instant coffee was introduced in 1934 but only began to be produced in quantity in 1956.

Filter cigarettes were invented in 1953 -- and were on the market in 1955! (Ripley's Believe It or Not!: Book of Chance, p. 149)


The concept of the laser was developed by Einstein in 1917, but the first laser wasn't built until 1960. (Sid Ascher)

What was the first instant coffee? Nescafe, developed by the Nestle Company and introduced in Switzerland in 1938. It had taken eight years to develop. (Barbara Berliner, in The Book of Answers, p. 108)

It takes about an hour and a half to make an Oreo cookie. (Kathy Wolfe, in Tidbits)

Takes an oyster about five years to produce a medium-size pearl. (L. M. Boyd)

If a celestial scientist in the middle of the Milky Way had sent a powerful radio wave to us in 25,000 B.C. it might be getting here just about now. (L. M. Boyd)
How long do you have to sun-dry a grape to turn it into a raisin? 21 days. (L. M. Boyd)

A sunbeam setting out through space at the rate of 186,000 miles a second would describe a gigantic circle and return to its origins after about 200 billion years. (David Louis, in Fascinating Facts, p. 172)
It takes nine months to make a vanilla bean. (L. M. Boyd)


Average times to build vehicles from start to finish in North American plants:
Toyota -- 21 hours, 19 minutes per vehicle.
Ford -- 22 hours, 51 minutes
Chrysler -- 32 hours, 9 minutes
General Motors -- 30 hours, 19 minutes
Nissan -- 17 hours, 4 minutes
Honda -- 22 hours, 19 minutes. (Harbour & Associates Consultants, Troy, Michigan)
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