Punishment

Bachelors of Sparta were penalized for remaining unmarried. One punishment was cruel and inhumane. Bachelors were not allowed to witness the gymnastic exercises of the maidens! (Bernie Smith, in The Joy of Trivia, p. 26)

Dennis asks his Mom: “Am I being punished for not eatin’ my carrots, or for hiding ‘em in the laundry basket?” (Hank Ketcham, in Dennis the Menace comic strip)

In the British army of old, an officer with his traditional swagger stick was authorized to club an enlisted man up to 12 strokes for the offense of “sneezing in ranks.” (L. M. Boyd)

In Alfreton, England, to seek her forgiveness, a husband discovered by his wife to be having an extramarital affair agreed to walk through the city's downtown area carrying a sandwich board. On one side it said, “I have been unfaithful to my wife,” and on the other, “I am sorry, darling.” (Bill Flick, 1997)

Man is not punished for his sins, but by them. (Eric Butterworth, in Discover the Power Within You, p. 82)

In a thousand years, archeologists will dig up tanning beds and think we fried people as punishment. (Olivia Wilde, actress)

As a young police officer, I pulled a car over for going through a red light. There was an elderly couple in the car, and as I approached I could hear the man being scolded for the way he drove. The vehicle and driver appeared to be legal, so I told the woman that if she would agree to watch her husband’s driving habits in the future, I would not write a ticket. Returning to my patrol car, I was surprised to find the man had followed me. “Please give me a ticket!” he begged. “What you’re doing instead is cruel and unusual punishment!” (Nicholas J. LaBella, in Reader’s Digest)

Sometimes the worst possible punishment is to be completely forgiven. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)
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