Purchase Power

During finals at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind., test papers were being distributed to the class. After conferring with a nervous assistant, the professor spoke. “There's a problem,” he said. “One of you has the answer key instead of the test.” Reaching into his billfold, he continued, “If you identify yourself, this five-dollar bill is yours.” A young man raised his hand, and the professor walked toward him. “Wait a minute,” shouted another student, “I'll give you fifty.” (Dick Dobmeyer, in Reader’s Digest)

Dad: “Let's flip this quarter to see which one of you gets to bat first. If it's heads, Hammie gets to bat first. If it's tails, Zoe gets to bat first.” After each of them bats, Dad says to Zoe: “Well, the good news is that you get to bat first.” Zoe: “If you don't mind, I'd rather just have a quarter.” (Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott, in Baby Blues comic strip)

One of the toughest graduate courses my sister took at Johns Hopkins University in Maryland was business economics. Once, the professor was discussing the theory of supply and demand. “I'm selling A's for 50 cents,” he said. “Who wants to buy one?” Everyone raised a hand. “My price just went up to $25.” Three hands came down. The professor continued to raise the price until just one woman's hand remained in the air. “A's now cost $1000,” he announced. The hand stayed up. “You still want to buy an A?” he asked in astonishment. “Oh, yes,” the woman replied. “My husband bet me $10,000 that I couldn't get an A in business economics.” (Rebecca Rector, in Reader's Digest)

A fat lady got on a scale and the hand went all the way around. The little girl watching gasped and said, “Don't tell me you get all that for a penny.” (C. Kennedy)
As the boy makes a presentation to his class at school he says: “Today for show-and-tell I brought in some stuff me and my brother Royboy melted. As you can see, melting stuff changes it and makes it so you can’t recognize it, and this my friends, is cool! Items displayed will soon be available for purchase on eBay.” (Rick Stromoski, in Soup to Nutz comic strip)

Teacher: “OK, everyone, I made a little voting booth for the big election today. As I call your name, go into the booth, mark your selection, put the paper in the ballot box, then go sit down.” Student: “Mr. D. can I pass out pencils for my classmates to use in the voting booth?” Teacher: “I don’t believe this. You taped a dollar bill around each pencil?” Student: “I would’ve used fives but the donuts I bought everyone this morning wiped me out.” (Steve Breen, in Grand Avenue comic strip)


A man was watching his young nephew play a war game at the beach with some other little kids in their sand forts. “Stevie,” the uncle called, “if you take those other kids' fort in the next 15 minutes, I'll give you a dollar.” About three minutes later, the boy ran up to his uncle with the news that the kids in the other fort had surrendered. “Here's your dollar,” said the uncle. “But how did you manage it so quickly." “I offered the enemy a quarter,” Stevie answered, “and they surrendered.” (Funny, Funny World)

My husband, Mike, and I had several stressful months of financial difficulties. So one evening I was touched to see him getting at the diamond wedding ring that symbolized our marriage. “With this ring . . .” I began romantically. “We could pay off Visa,” he responded. (Dawn Hill, in Reader’s Digest)

During the wedding rehearsal, the groom approached the pastor with an unusual offer. “Look,” he said, “I’ll give you $100 if you’ll change the wedding vows. When you get to me and the part where I’m to promise to ‘love, honor and obey’ and ‘forsaking all others, be faithful to her forever,’ I’d appreciate it if you just leave that part out.” He passed the minister a $100 bill and walked away, satisfied. On the day of the wedding, during the exchange of vows, the pastor looked the young man in the eye and said, “Will you promise to prostrate yourself before her, obey her every command and wish, serve her breakfast in bed every morning of your life and swear eternally before God and your lovely wife that you will not ever even look at another woman, as long as you both shall live?” The groom gulped, looked around and said in a tiny voice, “Yes.” Then he leaned toward the pastor and hissed, “I thought we had a deal!” The pastor put the $100 bill into his hand and whispered back, “She made me a better offer.” (Rocky Mountain News)

A man came into a bar and ordered three shots of Scotch whisky, which he quickly drank one after another. When he finished the last one, he ordered three more. The bartender said, “You know, that isn’t good for you.” “I know,” the man replied, “particularly with what I have.” “What do you have?” the bartender asked. “One dollar.” (Andy Rooney, Tribune Media Services)
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