Ten Commandments

When my great-grandson Trevor was in first grade, he was studying the Ten Commandments with his mother. When they came to the Sixth Commandment – Thou shalt not commit adultery – Trevor said, “I know what that means. You can’t cut down an adult tree.” (Beulah Ann Oskey, in Country magazine)

As the child kneels by her bed she says to God: “It’s not my fault, and I don’t care what anybody says!  You know, God, I like talking to you. You don’t talk back and you’re not bossy. Except for those Ten Commandments, of course.” (Rick Detorie, in One Big Happy comic strip)

An elderly man was mailing an old family Bible to his sister across the country. “Is anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk. “Only the Ten Commandments,” the man answered. (Rocky Mountain News)
Ways the Bible would be different if written by college students: Ten Commandments are actually only five, double-spaced and written in a large font. New edition every two years in order to limit reselling.  (Rocky Mountain News)  

Roger Babson always liked to weave religious paragraphs into his talks. At one meeting of businessmen he quoted the Ten Commandments verbatim. After the dinner one of the guests rushed up to the head table to tell him how helpful that quotation would be if it were only printed and distributed. “Wherever did you get it?" he asked. “Do you know if it is copyrighted?" (A Synoptic Study of the Teachings of Unity, p. 54)
The one commandment that threw me was “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.” Now I was 7, and I always thought the priest was saying, “Thou do not cover your neighbor’s wife.” You can cover all the other wives in the neighborhood, and you’re home free. But the minute you cover your neighbor’s wife, you’d better get to Confession.” (Bob Newhart, in Catholic Digest)  

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her 5- and 6-year-olds. After explaining the commandment “Honor thy father and thy mother,” the teacher asked, “Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?” Without missing a beat, one little boy replied, “Thou shalt not kill.” Two boys were walking home from another Sunday school class when one of them asked, “What do you think about all this Satan stuff?” The other boy said, “Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It’s probably just your dad.” (Larry Horner, in Reminisce magazine)

77% of Americans think it should be legal to display the Ten Commandments on public property. 14% say it violates the Constitution’s separation of church and state and should be illegal. 9% aren’t sure. (FOX News/Opinion Dynamics, as it appeared in The Week magazine, March 18, 2005)

History according to sixth-grade students from Chicago Catholic schools: “Moses went up on Mount Cyanide to get the Ten Commandments. He died before he reached Canada.” (Denver Rocky Mountain News) 

When my 9-year-old grandson left his homework at home one day, his dad picked it up and noticed it was the Ten Commandments. He had written Thou shalt not lie, Thou shalt not steal, and so on. But one really stood out: Thou shalt not date thy neighbor’s wife. (Dorothy Henggelon, in Catholic Digest)

Legal scholars estimate there are 35 million laws to enforce the Ten Commandments. And many more that don’t. (L. M. Boyd)
A confirmation student was asked to list the Ten Commandments in any order. He wrote: “3, 6, 1, 8, 4, 5, 9, 2, 10, 7.” (The Lutheran)
Frank says to Ernest: My parents raised me according to only one commandment: “Thou shalt not anything.” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)
A student was asked to list the Ten Commandments, in any order. The answer? Three, six, one. . . .” (Catholic Digest)

It was the Easter and Passover season. The children had been studying Old and New Testament accounts of both holidays and The Ten Commandments was playing on television for about the third time. In addition, we had just had a family Passover meal intertwining as much of the Jewish customs into our Christian version as we could. All of this ecumenical education was apparently overwhelming for one of our younger offspring. When we got up in the morning, there was a red streak of a thick sticky substance on all the bedroom doorframes. Upon investigation, we found that our son, deeply impressed by all he had seen and heard, had decided to protect us all. Not having lamb’s blood, he’d used ketchup. (James L. Larabee, in Catholic Digest)

I was teaching kindergarten in a temple school and had just finished talking about the Ten Commandments. Then I told the class to think about the rules they lived by at home. “Can any of you think of a rule you have that is not part of this list?” I asked.  The room was quiet and one little girl raised her hand and exclaimed, “Thou shalt not touch the answering machine!” (Michele Miller, in Reader’s Digest)

Moses says to God: “They like the ‘Thou Shalt’s’ okay, but they’re doubtful about the ‘Thou Shalt Not’s’!” (Bob Thaves, in Frank & Ernest comic strip)

Sign on a church: The Ten Commandments Are Not Multiple Choice. (Alice Waldron)
A Sunday school class was studying the Ten Commandments and had reached the last one. The teacher asked if anyone could tell her what it was. Susie raised her hand, stood tall and quoted, “Thou shall not take the covers off thy neighbor’s wife.” (Rocky Mountain News)

In Sunday school one day, the subject was the Ten Commandments, and the class had gotten up to the last one. When the nun asked if anyone could state what the tenth commandment was, young Donald waved his hand wildly, then proudly stood up and gave his answer: “Thou shalt not take the covers off thy neighbor’s wife.” (Sarah Barrow, in Reader’s Digest)

A U.S. congressman is calling on followers of every religion to acknowledge that the U.S.’s “national character” was shaped by the Ten Commandments. Rep. Paul Broun (R-Ga.) introduced a bill that would establish the first weekend in May as “Ten Commandments Weekend,” and would encourage “citizens of all faiths and religious persuasions” to honor it. (The Week magazine, April 2, 2010)
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