Thought

Thought is action in rehearsal. (Sigmund Freud)

The greatest challenge to any thinker is stating the problem in a way that will allow a solution. (Bertrand Russell)

You ought to consider the ifs now and then. Thinking about if sometimes prepares you for when. (Laura Kalpakian, in These Latter Days)

Most people would rather die sooner than think; in fact, they do so. (Bertrand Russell)

There are some that only employ words for the purpose of disguising their thoughts. (Voltaire)

“Fathom what’s fathomable, and revere the rest.” That’s not exactly what Goethe said, but pretty close. (L. M. Boyd)

Our thoughts are our feelings gone to seed. (John Burroughs)

There’s just no place you can go any longer and escape the global problems, so one’s thinking must become global. (Theodore Roszak)

Thinking is the hardest work there is, which is probably why so few engage in it. (Henry Ford)

The actions of men are the best interpreters of their thoughts. (John Locke)

I wonder why those who do the least thinking so often are the ones who tell you what they think. (The Country Parson)

The only reason some people get lost in thought is because it’s unfamiliar territory. (Paul Fix, actor)

What luck for rulers that men do not think? (Adolf Hitler)

People who have no time don’t think. The more you think, the more time you have. (Henry Ford)

What was once thought can never be unthought. (Friedrich Durrenmatt, Swiss author and playwright)

When someone asks you, “A penny for your thought?” and you put your two cents in, what happens to the other penny.” (George Carlin)

Psychiatrist: “A penny for your thoughts!” Patient: “I thought you were charging $150 an hour to listen to my thoughts!” (Art & Chip Sansom, in The Born Loser comic strip)

A great many people think they are thinking when they are merely rearranging their prejudices. (William James)
TV announcer: “The following program contains ideas of an original nature and requires thinking. It may not be suitable for all audiences. Viewer discretion is advised.” (The Saturday Evening Post cartoon)

Reserve your right to think, for even to think wrongly is better than not to think at all. (Hypatia (350 – 415 A.D.)

A room hung with pictures is a room hung with thoughts. (Sir Joshua Reynolds)

There are two ways to slide easily through life: to believe everything or to doubt everything. Both ways save us from thinking. (Alfred Korzybski, linguist)

We do not live to think, but, on the contrary, we think in order that we may succeed in surviving. (Jose Ortega y Gasset)

Things are thoughts. (Emmet Fox)

It’s all right to have a train of thoughts, if you have a terminal. (Richard R. Bowker, publisher)

We must care to think about the unthinkable things, because when things become unthinkable, thinking stops and action becomes mindless. (James W. Fulbright)

Husband: “I’m thinking about taking long walks every evening after dinner next year.” Wife: “Great dear. That’ll do you a lot of good.” Husband: “What will?” Wife: “Taking long walks every evening after dinner next year.” Husband: “Now wait a minute! Hold your horses! I just said I was thinking about it!” (Dean Young & Denis Lebrun, in Blondie comic strip)

All truly wise thoughts have been thoughts already thousands of times; but to make them truly ours, we must think them over again honestly, till they take root in our personal experience. (Johann Wolfgang von Goethe)
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