What’s More Important?

Our fathers did not eat manna in the desert;
as it is written,
He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
(St. John 6)

Those who live according to the Spirit

set their minds on the things of the Spirit.

(Romans 8:5)

Strive for the greater gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way.

(1 Corinthians 12:31)

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,

and have not love in my heart, 

I am become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.

And though I have the gift of prophecy, 

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge; 

and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, 

and have not love in my heart, I am nothing.

(1 Corinthians 13: 1-2)


Apples were important to the early American settlers as a source of food and drink. In fact, many families planted their apple orchards before they built their homes. (Jeff Harris, in Shortcuts)

Among the world’s popular beverages, hard liquor ranks No. 8, behind water, coffee, beer, soft drinks, milk, tea and fruit juices. (L. M. Boyd)

People want to know how much you care before they care how much you know. (James F. Hind, in The Wall Street Journal)

It’s good to have money and the things money can buy, but it’s good to check once in a while and make sure you haven’t lost the things that money can’t buy. (George Horace Lorimer, in The Best of BITS & PIECES, p. 128)

It’s more important to click with people than to click the shutter. (Alfred Eisenstaedt, philosopher)

Pulitzer Prize-winning newspaper columnist Anna Quindlen was seen by colleagues as a top contender to run the New York Times one day. It therefore came as a shock last September when she announced she was leaving the paper. Why didn’t she stick around? Quindlen, who treasures her time with her three children, ages 11, nine and five, decided the price was too high. “It was a difficult and painful decision,” Quindlen says. “If I had two distinct lives to lead, one of them would be helping to steer the New York Times into the 21st century. But it would be very difficult to spend as much time as I’d like with my kids and do well in a management position.” (Howard Kurtz, in Washington Post)
You can’t build a great company without great people. But how do you know them when you see them? Over the past few years, a number of companies in a wide range of industries – from airlines to steel, computers to hotels – have asked themselves what separates their winners from their losers, good hires from bad, and they all arrived at the same answer: what people know is less important than who they are. Hiring, they believe, is not about finding people with the right experience, it’s about finding people with the right mindset. These companies hire for attitude and train for skill. (Peter Carbonara, in Fast Company)

Anybody who tries to convince me that foreign policy is more important than childrearing is doomed to failure. (Anna Quindlen)

As a physician who has been deeply privileged to share the most profound moments of people’s lives, including their final moments, let me tell you a secret. People facing death don’t think about what degrees they have earned, what positions they have held or how much wealth they have accumulated. At the end, what really matters – and is a good measure of a past life – is who you loved and who loved you. The circle of love is everything. (Dr. Bernadine Healy)

Nothing in this world, including a great family life, is of ultimate significance. Our earthly existence, and that of our children, is first and foremost about one thing only: loving God with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind, and with all our strength. (Ray Seldomridge)
What we are hereafter depends upon what we are after here. (Bill R. Austin, in Clouds Without Water)

One truth stands firm. Al that happens in world history rests on something spiritual. If the spiritual is strong, it creates world history. If it is weak, it suffers world history. (Albert Schweitzer)

And in the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years. (Abraham Lincoln)

It is good to have an end to journey toward; but it is the journey that matters, in the end. (Ursula K. LeGuin)

Once at a county fair, Abraham Lincoln passed a concession where the operator was offering for a nickel the chance to swing a huge hammer and “ring the bell.” Challenged, Lincoln declined. “What’s the matter,” the man asked, “don’t you think you can do it?” The future President answered, “It’s not a matter of whether I can do it or not. I was just wondering . . . What have you done after you do it?” (James M. Bryan, in Pentecostal Evangel)

The Beloved looks less at the grandeur of our deeds than at the love with which we perform them. (St. Teresa of Avila)
It isn’t so much what’s on the table that matters, as what’s on the chairs. (W. S. Gilbert, of Gilbert & Sullivan)

The meaning of earthly existence lies not, as we have grown used to thinking, in our prosperity but in the development of our souls. (Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Russian author)

The principality of Monaco is the only country in the world whose orchestra is bigger than its defense force. There are 85 musicians in the National Orchestra and 82 men in the military. (Sunday Express, London)

When a fellow says, “It ain’t the money but the principle of the thing,” it’s the money. (Frank McKinney Hubbard)

After I’m dead I’d rather have people ask why I have no monument than why I have one. (Cato the Elder)

There are people who have money and people who are rich. (Coco Gabrielle Chanel)

Never let a problem to be solved become more important than a person to be loved. (Barbara Johnson)

Mom says to the children before Grandma arrives at their house: “Remember! Hugs and kisses come before ‘what did you bring us, Grandma?’” (Bil Keane, in The Family Circus comic strip)

A Japanese court stopped road construction that would have destroyed a stand of 500-year-old cedar trees, even though re-routing the road cost about $48 million. The presiding judge ruled that “you can build a road if you have the time and money, but a part of one’s cultural heritage can never be brought back, once it is destroyed. (International Wildlife)

I often think these days that we are all in too much of a rush, trying to do too much, and still failing to discern and do the very things that would mean most. So much that we think and do, surely, would not be done by one in the Jesus Christ consciousness. So much that we think we need would not be desired by one conscious of the spiritual resources. (Myrtle Fillmore’s Healing Letters, p. 18)

The scoreboard in the end zone is very important to me, but not nearly so important as the scoreboard of life. (Bill McCartney, University of Colorado football coach)

We are not primarily put on the earth to see through one another, but to see one another through. (Peter De Vries, in Let Me Count the Ways)

He who seeks rest finds boredom. He who seeks work finds rest. (Dylan Thomas)
Stocks are nice, but taking stock of what has real value is far more rewarding. Fancy homes are beautiful, but solid emotional foundations are more beautiful. Running a company is a worthy professional pursuit, but keeping good company is a worthier lifetime goal. (Neil Cavuto)

Seek not the favor of the multitude; it is seldom got by honest and lawful means. But seek the testimony of the few; and number not voices, but weigh them. (Immanuel Kant, German philosopher)

Things which matter most must never be at the mercy of things which matter the least. (Goethe)

A family of treasure hunters from Sanford, Florida, has finally struck gold after more than a decade of searching. Rick Schmitt and his wife, Lisa, along with their children Hillary and Eric, discovered gold off the Florida coastline worth up to $350,000, having scoured the state’s waters for 13 years. The gold came from a 300-year-old Spanish shipwreck, and most of the proceeds will go to the state and the company that owns diving rights to the site. But Lisa Schmitt said the time spent searching was worth more than the bounty. “The greatest treasure is time with the family,” she said. (The Week magazine, September 13, 2013)
The only tangible thing Jesus left behind was one tattered garment, and 
one Peter, one James, one John, one Mary, one Mary Magdalene, and one Martha. These people were also the only “trophies” he asked to take with him into Paradise. Jesus saw them as his greatest accomplishments. (Laurie Beth Jones, in Jesus, CEO, p. 287)

What we must decide is how we are valuable rather than how valuable we are. (Edgar Z. Friedenberg)

What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life we lead. (Nelson Mandela, from a speech for the 90th birthday of anti-apartheid activist Walter Sisulu, 2002)

In this world it is not what we take up, but what we give up, that makes us rich. (Henry Ward Beecher)

Regardless of what you’ve lost, what matters is what you do with what you have left. (Ashleigh Brilliant, in Pot-Shots)

If we work upon marble, it will perish; if we work on brass, time will efface it. If we rear temples, they will crumble to dust. But if we work on men’s immortal minds, if we impress on them high principles, the just fear of God, and love for their fellowmen, we engrave on those tablets something which no time can efface and which will brighten and brighten to all eternity. (Daniel Webster)

Most men believe that it would benefit them if they could get a little from those who have more. How much more would it benefit them if they would learn a little from those who know more. (Wm. J. H. Boetcker)
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